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Llanrwst Meeting

The autumn meeting of the Society in 2006 was held on 14 October
in Llanrwst and the neighbouring Trefriw. We assembled in the
imposing Presbyterian chapel, Seion, built by Samuel Parry and
opened in 1882, a building replacing the original Calvinistic
Methodist chapel which had been opened in 1801 and its successor,
built in 1837. There we were treated to an enthralling talk on The
chapels and musicians of the Vale ofConwy by Trystan Lewis, who
has done considerable research on the organs and organists of
Wales and who, later in the day's tour enlightened us further in a
practical way by playing brief snatches on the organs of some of the
chapels visited. Lunch at the Eagles Hotel was enjoyed to a
background of harp music played by Llinos Dewi.

In the afternoon we drove up to Trefriw to see two chapels, The
Independent Ebeneser, established in 1800, where Azariah
Shadrach held a school before he moved to Aberystwyth, and the
Presbyterian Peniel with its stained glass windows celebrating three
North Wales ministers of the 19th century. We then returned to
Llanrwst to view the Independent Tabernacl (which for many years
had a joint pastorate with Ebeneser, Trefriw) and the nearby
Wesleyan Methodist Horeb, built 1804 and extended 1851, which
has recently been renovated once again.



Chapels Reported to CAPEL
Building Applications, Threatened Chapels and News of

Chapels
List l
Major changes or alterations have been proposed to the following chapels
but detailed plans or further information was not available to CAPEL. A
written submission to the relevant Planning Authority was not made. Both
lists relate to the period from June 2006 to the end of February 2007. Grid
references are included when available.
Bethany Chapel, Gelli Road, Gelli: Demolition of chapel and
construction of 6No two bedroom flats with carparking spaces.
Saron Chapel, Furnace, Llanelli (GR 250420 201 330): Provision of
two storey side extension, storage shed and access ramps

(Former) Chapel, Stanley Road, Llanelli (GR 250883 199090);
Conversion of former chapel to 5 No. link dwellings.

Welsh Independent Chapel Deganwy Avenue, Llandudno: Chapel has
been demolished. 13 No. residential units are planned.

Bethel Chapel, Bethel Row, Llansteffan (GR 235101 211042):
Conversion to dwelling with car parking, garden and reinstatement of
adjoining Bethel House.

Capel Seion, Llansaint, Kidwelly (GR238 462 208162): Conversion of
chapel into 2 No. Appartments.

Capel Ganol, Capel Dewi, Llanarthne, (GR 247670 220236):Provision
of two residential units, viz. one house and one bungalow.

Ammanford Evangelical Church, Wind Street, Ammanford
(GR 262880 212197) : Construction of porch and entrance arch and
external repairs.

Gosen Chapel, Blaenau Road, Llandybie (GR261672 215271):
Construction of walls and pitched roof to provide link between chapel and
toilet block.

Capel Tabor, Llangwyryfon, Ceredigion: Demolition and rebuilding of
front wall of chapel.



Methodist Church, Queen Victoria Road, Llanelli: Conversion of
existing store room into new kitchen and disabled WC.

Llanddowror Chapel, Tenby Road, Llanddowror; Change of use of
redundant chapel to domestic dwelling.

List 2
Copies of plans and other information were available in the following
cases, so CAPEL was able to examine and comment on the proposals.
Norman Chang made detailed comments on the new proposal for
Tabernacl, Aberystwyth.

Capel Salem, Cader Road, Dolgellau (Listed. GR 272574 317658):
Alterations and extensions to vestry to provide first floor meeting room,
toilet facilities and new disabled access facilities.

Mount Pleasant URC, Hanbury Road Pontypool (Listed. GR328294
2006 80-): Alterations to schoolroom and demolition of toilet block to
provide a residence and granny flat. A sympathetic conversion and the
chapel is not affected.

Mairwen Chapel, Bethania Road, Acrefair, Wrexham (GR 327927
343395): Conversion to dwelling. A good proposal especially regarding
the front elevation.

Bethel Chapel, New Road , Newtown, Powys (in a Conservation area):
Careful conversion into offices with extensive structural repairs and
alterations. The chapel exterior will be preserved and enhanced. The
Presbyterian Church will move to a regenerated Crescent Church.

Capel Bethel, Llwyngwril, Gwynedd (GR259111 309535): Sympathetic
conversion of the chapel into a dwelling.

Bethel Community Church, Stow Hill, Newport (Grade II Listed):
Modernisation and refurbishment of basement facilities. External facade
not affected.

URC Hall and Redundant Minister's Residence, Rhos on Sea, Colwyn
Bay (GR 84088 80704): Demolition of existing buildings and erection of
6 No. town houses. Chapel is not involved.



Soar Chapel, Llanfairtalhaearn, Abergele (listed): Construction of
disabled access ramp and alterations to WC. Visual appearance of chapel
not affected.

Capel Bethel and Capel Enoch (ruined) Capel Dewi, Llandysul: A new
proposal for conversion of Capel Bethel to office space and residential
accomodation, which CAPEL now supports. Rob. Scourfield has also
examined this proposal, (see also News of Chapels)

Tabernacl, Powell Sgtreet, Aberystwyth (Grade II Listed): A new
application involving major structural work and conversion into 14 No.
appartments. Norman Chang has commented in detail on this proposal, in
particular on the three bay front windows, the adjoining coffered ceiling
and the side stairs and outer vestibules to the chapel gallery.

Mission Church, Caerleon, Newport (Grade II Listed): Proposal for
conversion to a dwelling with extension. Original building will be
enhanced and lime rendered. CAPEL supports this proposal.

Llys Awen Chapel, Derwenlas, Machynlleth : Resubmission of plans
for conversion and incorporation with adjoining dwelling (Llys Awen),
and use of agricultural land for additional residential curtilage. CAPEL
has renewed its support for this proposal.

Church of Christ, Talbot Road, Wrexham (GR33390 49729): Outline
planning permission sought for demolition and residential development.
This was formerly a Methodist chapel and CAPEL has suggested
retaining the chapel and incorporating it in the new development.

Capel MC, Pandy Tudur, Abergele (GR 85911 64340): Provision of
disabled toilet and new kitchen facilities. CAPEL supported this proposal.

Towyn Methodist Church, Wendover Avenue, Towyn, Abergele
(GR 97239 79392): Demolition of chapel and erection of 2 No.
semidetached dwellings. CAPEL suggested the conversion / incorporation
of the existing building to result in a more satisfactory development.

Glanyrafon Chapel, Pontrhydfendigaid, Ystrad Meurig, Ceredigion
(GR 273026 263893): Conversion into holiday cottage. Mansard
windows will be used and any date stones will be retained. CAPEL
supported this proposal.


