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The annual General Meeting ofCAPEL was held on 15 October 2005 in the
former chapel ofRuthin Gaol, which is today a pan of the Denbighshire
Record Office.

Following the business meeting, the members were treated to a lecture by
Mr Gwynn Matthews, originally from Llanrhaeadr near Denbigh, who
traced the history of Nonconformity in the Vale ofClwyd in the 18th and
19th centuries (see an abridgement of the talk on pp. 12-16)

Bontuchel Chapel (seep.14)
After lunch in the Castle Hotel we started our tour of the local chapels
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with a visit to Pendref Independent Chapel. Meetings of Independents are
said to have been held in Ruthin as early as 1672, but the cause at Pendref
was not formally established until 1802 and the first chapel was built in
1827 and the cost was £1,340. In 1875 the chapel was thoroughly
refurbished and provided with a fine and most unusual bowed facade at a
cost of £1,200. It had a further face-lift in 1927 and we were told that 'now
again in 2005 considerable work is needed'.

Pendref Chapel, Ruthin

We moved on to see the Welsh Presbyterian Tabernacl. This chapel is the
successor to Capel y Rhos / Rhos Street Mission, which in the early 19th
century was under the ministry of Thomas Jones of Denbigh (1756-1820)
and later was associated with the Gee family of publishers. The present
church, considered one of the two round churches in Wales, in the planning
of which a great part was played by Emrys ap Iwan (1851-1906), has a
semi-circular interior, dominated by the row of more than 70 organ pipes
along the whole length of the wall behind the pulpit.



The walking tour continued to the English Presbyterian chapel, built to the
design of Frank Bells of Mold by a local builder. Samuel Owen, which was
opened in May 1893. Our tour ended with tea at Bathafarn Methodist
Chapel, erected in 1869 as a memorial to Edward Jones (1778-183 7), born
in Ruthin and brought up on the Bathafarn farm just outside the town.
Having been converted to Wesleyan Methodism while working in
Manchester. Jones returned to Ruthin and was a major contributor to the
growth of the denomination in North Wales. The building, which is
registeredGrade II, was designed by Richard Jones of Liverpool in a sub-
classical style and is constructed in red brick with yellow sandstone
details. Edward Jones had died and was buried in Leek in Staffordshire,
but in 1969 his gravestone was brought back to Ruthin and a memorial
tablet placed on the wall behind the pulpit.

Cynhaliwyd y Cyfarfod Cyffredinol ar 11 Hydref 2005 mewn ystafell yn
Archifdy Sir Ddinbych a fu unwaith yn rhan o garchar Rhuthun.

Ar ôl y cyfarfod busnes mwynhaodd ein haelodau ddarlith gan Mr Gwynii
Matthews, sy'n enedigol o Lanrhaeadr ger Dinbych, a ddilynodd hanes
Anghydffurfiaeth yn Nyffryn Clwyd yn y 18fed ganrif a'r 19fed (gweler
crynodeb o'r ddarlith ar dud. 12-16.)

Wedi ciniawa yng Ngwesty'r Castell. dechreuwyd ar ein taith o gwmpas
capeli'r dref yng Nghapel Annibynnol Pendref. Dywedir bod cyfarfodydd
Annibynwyr wedi'u cynnal yn Rhuthun mor gynnar â 1672 ond ni seiliwyd
yr achos ym Mhendref yn ffurfiol tan 1802 ac fe godwyd y capel cyntaf ym
1827 ar gost o £1.340. Ym 1875 adnewyddwyd y capel yn drwyadl a
rhoddwyd iddo ffasâd crwm anarferol a chain am bris o £1,200. Cafodd
adnewyddiad pellach ym 1927 a dywedwyd i ni bod 'angen tipyn o waith ar
yr adeilad eto yn 2005'.

Aethom ymlaen i weld Tabernacl, yT eglwys Bresbyteraidd Gymraeg. capel
a olynodd Capel y Rhos / Rhos Street Mission a fu ar ddechrau'r 19fed
ganrif o dan weinidogaeth Thomas Jones o Ddinbych (1756-1820) ac a fu yn
ddiweddarach â chysylltiad â theulu Gee, y cyhoeddwyr. Honnir bod yr
eglwys bresennol yn un o'r ddwy eglwys gron yng Nghymru. Bu gan Emrys



ap Iwan (1851-1906) law yn y cynllunio; Mae'r tu fewn fel hanner cylch,
gyda rhes o dros 70 o bibau'r organ o naill ben i'r Hall y wal y tu ôl i'r pulpud.

Organ Capel Tabernacl, Rhuthun

Ymlaen wedyn i'r Capel Presbyteraidd Saesneg, a adeiladwyd ar gynllun
Frank Bells o'r Wyddgrug gan Samuel Owen o Ruthin ac a agorwyd ym mis
Mai 1893.

Gorffennwyd y daith gyda the yng Nghapel Methodist Bathafarn, a godwyd
>TTI 1869 ercof am Edward Jones (1778-1837), a gafodd ei eni yn Rhuthun
a'i fagu ar fferm Bathafarn ychydig y tu allan i'r dref. Yr oedd wedi cael
tröedigaeth i Fethodistiaeth Wesleaidd tra'n gweithio ym Manceinion ond
dychwelodd I Ruthun a bu'n un o brif arloeswyr Wesleaeth yng ngogledd
Cymru. Y mae'r adeilad wedi'i restru ar raddfa II. Fe'i cynlluniwyd gan
Richard Jones, Lerpwl. mewn arddull is-glasurol a'i adeiladu o fries coch
gyda manylion o dywodfaen melyn. Roedd Edward Jones wedi marw a'i
gladdu yn Leek yn svvydd Stafford ond ym 1969 daethpwyd â'i garreg fedd
yn 01 i Ruthun a gosodwyd tabled coffa iddo ar y mur y tu 01 i'r Pulpud.



Minutes of the Annual General Meeting,
Ruthin, 15th October 2005

1. Chairman's Welcome
The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.

2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from eight CAPEL members and from two members
of the Executive Committee. Penny Icke and Ann Rhydderch who are both
unwell. The Chairman suggested that cards be sent to Penny and Ann on
behalf of CAPEL.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held at Loughor on 16th October 2004 were
accepted and confirmed.

4. Matters Arising
No matters were raised.

5. Secretary's Report
CAPEL has had a busy year. Lists of threatened chapels arrive weekly in
printed form and as e-mail attachments and some Planning Authorities now
put the plans on their websites. So far this year I have looked at about 50
planning applications including the Grade I Listed Maesyronnen chapel
where proposed alterations have caused lively debate. Our architectural
adviser, Norman Chang, also made comments on this proposal for us. It is
interesting that we have not called on our other adviser, Jonathan Jones, to
make a site visit for us, which is perhaps an indication that planning officers
are considering proposals for chapels more carefully these days. It is
encouraging that many chapels are being improved and modernised and some
new chapels are being built. One intriguing recent planning proposal was for
a new access road to The Old Stable in Bethlehem - but this Bethlehem
turned out to be in Llangadog.

Following the spirit of CAPEL's Constitution we have produced promotional
mugs and published a Guide to the Denominations and the first of our chapel


