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Cyfarfod y Gwanwyn, Llanidloes

.

Trinity Church, Llanidloes

i

Cynhaliwvd Cyfarfod
y Gwanwyn eleni ar
14 Mai vn Eglwys v
Drindod, Shortbridge
Street, ~ Llanidloes.
Wedi'r coffi arferol am
10.30, cafwyd sgwrs
fer am yr eglwys gan
Marjorie James.
Ffurfiwyd vr eglwvs
yn 2004 trwy uniad
rhwng Eglwys
Ddiwygiedig Unedig
Zion ac Eglwys Bres-
bvteraidd  Saesncg
Bethel Street.
Adeiladwyd capel gan
yr Annibynwyr yn y
man yma yn Yy
filwvddyn 1824 ond
vm 1878 y codwyd vr
adeilad presennol, un
o gapeli olal John
Humphrey, Mynvdd-
bach, Abertawe,
pensaer adnabyddus y
Tabernacl, Treforus.



Yna cafwyd darlith hynod ddiddorol gan Cynthia Mills ar deuluoedd Millsiaid
Llanidloes, a gyfrannodd gymaint i ganu cynulleidfaol Llanidloes, yn arbennig
eglwys Bethel, ond hefyvd i gerddoriaeth Cymru'n gyffredinol. (Gweler crynodeb
o'r ddarlith isod. Yr oedd v ddarlithwraig hefyd wedi trefnu arddangosfa o
gvhoeddiadau a chofnodion yn gysvlltiedig d'r teuluoedd)

Wedyn ymwelwyd ag eglwys y Bedyddwyr ar draws v ffordd , lle cafwyd sgwrs fer
gan y gweinidog . v Parch Meredith Powell, cyn mynd ymlaen i ginio yng ngwesty'r
Angel.

Yn v prynhawn gwelsom yr eglwys Bresbyteraidd yn China Street lle y clywsom
sgwrs gan Mr Gareth Morgan, Eglwys Plwyf Llanidloes, a'r Eglwys Fethodistaidd
yn Longbridge Street. Cynllunmiwyd y ddau gapel yma a hefyd capel y Bedyddwyvr
yn Shortbridge Street yn y 1870au gan y pensaer o Lerpwl, Richard Owen. Yn yr
eglwys Bresbyteraidd mae cofeb i un o fugeiliaid cynnar yr achos, y Parch.
Humphrey Gwalchmai (1788-1847), a fu'n gysylltiedig a llunio Cyffes Ffydd vr
enwad ym 1823. Gorffennodd y cyfarfod yn 6l ein harfer, gyda the yn v capel olaf
a welwyd, vr Eglwys Fethodistaidd.

Spring Meeting, Llanidloes

For the Spring Meeting this year the members assembled at Trinity Church,
Shortbridge Street, Llanidloes on 14 May. After the usual coffee at 10.30, we
heard a brief talk about the church by Marjorie James. The church was
established in its present form by the union of Zion United Reformed Church
and Bethel Street English Preshyterian Church. A chapel had been built by the
Congregationalists on the same site in 1824 but the present building was
erected in 1878. It was one of the last chapels designed by John Humphrey,
Mynvdd-bach, Swansea, in the style characteristic of the work of the architect
of the well-known Tabernacle chapel, Morriston.

We then enjoved a most interesting lecture by Cynthia Mills on the Mills
Sfamilies of Llanidloes, who contributed so much in the nineteenth century to
congregational singing in the town and especially Bethel chapel but also to
religious music throughout Wales. (See a shortened version of the lecture
below. The lecturer had also arranged an interesting exhibition of publications



and records relating to the families)

After briefly viewing the chapel, we crossed the road to see the Baptist chapel
and enjoy a brief talk by the minister Mr Meredith Powell before going on to
lunch at the Angel Hotel.

In the afternoon we visited the Presbhyterian Church in China Street where we
were addressed by Mr Gareth Morgan, the Anglican parish church and the
Methodist Church in Longbridge Street where we were welcomed by th Rev.
Peter Jenningd and heard a talk on the church by our member, Mr Andrew
Mathieson. Both these chapels and also the Baptist chapel in Shortbridge Street
were designed in the 1870s by the well known Liverpool architect Richard
Owen. In the Preshyterian Church, there is a tablet commemorating one
of its first pastors , the Rev. Humphrey Gwalchmai (1783-1847), who had a
major part in the preparation of the Calvinistic Methodists' Confession of Faith
in 1823. The meeting concluded as usual with tea at the last chapel visited, the
Methodist church.

The Mills Family of Llanidloes

Those who know Llanidloes will be aware that there are two well-recognised
Mills families associated with the town, the 'Foundry Millses ' and 'Mills the
Musicians', both notable achievers in their respective fields. The Musicians era
dated from the 1780s, that of the Foundry some 80 years later, each lasting about
120 years.

We do not have proof that the two families are of shared ancestry but the unique
concentration of the Mills surname in Mid-Wales suggests that it is so, their
advent possibly linked with late 16th century Elizabethan plantations when in
1571 the ancient lordship of Arwystl was bestowed on Dudley, Earl of Leicester,
who then sought to increase its population by introducing experienced hill
farmers from beyond the Welsh border. Early Montgomery parish records show
three Mills (otherwise Milles, Mylles or Mils) marriages in Llandinam during the







