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Cyfarfod yr Hydref yng Nghasllwchwr
Autumn Meeting in Loughor

Cynhaliwyd Cyfarfod yr
hydref 2004 ar 16 Hydref yng
Nghasllwchwr, man priodol
iawn i ni gyfarfod ganrif yn
union wedi dechreuad
Drwygiad mawr 1904-5.
Cyfarfuom yng nghapel
Moriah, lie y codwyd Evan
Roberts. achos a

gychwynnwyd ym 1828 sydd â
dau adeilad yn sefyll - y naill
wedi'i godi ym 1842 a'r Hall
ym 1898 yn sgîl y twf mawr
ym mhoblogaeth yr ardal. Ym
1903 trowyd y capel cyntaf yn
ysgoldy.

Wedi'r croeso a'r coffi arferol
a'r Cyfarfod Cyffredinol
Blynyddol (gvveler cofnodion y

cyfarfod ar dudalennau 6-10 ) cafwyd darlith gan y Parch. Ddr.Noel Gibbard
ar "Evan Roberts a dechreuad y Diwygiad ym Morgannwg" (gvveler talfynad
o'r ddarlith ar dudalennau 10-12) Yna aethpwyd I fwyty yng Ngorseinon, The
Cockle Shell, am ginio ac wedyn fe'n cludwyd mewn bws i weld nifer o gapeli
eraill yr ardal a fu â chysylltiad â'r Diwygiad.



Y cyntaf oedd Pisgatu a godwyd dan arolygaeth Evan Roberts ar gais
perchennog pwll glo cyfagos. Bu Evan yn arolygwr yr Ysgol Sul yno a
chynhaliwyd nifer o gyfarfodydd y Diwygiad yno heiyd. Ymlaen wedyn i
gapel Annibynnol Brynteg, achos a ddechreuwyd yn y 1690au ac sydd yn awr
â dau adeilad, a godwyd ym 1847 a 1897. Gorffennwyd y daith gyda the yn
adeilad newydd capel Efengylaidd Penyrheol. achos a ddechreuwyd gan y
bobl lfainc a gafodd droedigaeth yn ystod y Diwygiad.
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The autumn meeting in 2004 was held on 16 October in Loughor, a most
appropriate place for us meet on the centenary of the great Revival of
1904-5. We met inMoriah chapel, where Evan Roberts had been baptised
and brought up. The chapel had been founded in 1828 and now has two
buildings, one the chapel which was built in 1842 and the other, larger
building erected in 1898 to cater for the increased population at the end
of the 19th century. In 1903 the older building was converted into a
schoolroom.
After our customary coffee and welcome the Annual General Meeting was
held (see Minutes on pp. 3-6) This was followed by a lecture by the Rev.Dr.
Noel Gihbard on "Evan Roberts and the beginning of the Revival in
Glamorgan" (see a shortened version of the talk on pp. 10-12) We then
proceeded to The Cockle Shell restaurant in Gorseinon for lunch, after
which we were carried by bus to view a number of other chapels in the
district which were affected by the Revival.



The first was Pisgah, built at the request of the owner of a local colliery
who asked Evan Roberts to superintend its construction. Evan was also a
superintendent of the Sunday School there and many meetings were held
there during the Revival. The bus then took us on to Brynteg
Congregational Chapel, whose beginnings go back to the 1690s and which
now has two buildings, erected in 1847 and 1897. The afternoon's
programme ended with tea in the new building of Penyrheol Free
Evangelical Church, which had been founded by young people converted
during the 1904 Revival.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 16th October 2004

1. Chairman's Welcome
The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.

2. Apologies
Apologies were received from: Roger Bishton. Margaret Davies. David
Gillman, Dilys Glover. Robin Gwyndaf. Rev. H D Hughes. Margaret
Hughes and Richard Thomas.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held at Caerphilly on 18th October 2003 were
accepted and confirmed.

4. Matters Arising
No matters were raised.

5. Secretary's Report
This year with the help of our Administrative Assistant we set up the
arrangements for dealing with chapel Planning Applications - these
involve the modification, demolition or conversion of chapels. Our
Assistant. Rhian Gregory, is now on Maternity Leave so the Secretary is
running the system. As you see from the lists in the Newsletter I
occasionally ask Norman Chang to make a professional assessment of a
proposal and we also normally support criticisms made by the
Archaeological Trusts and National Park officers. So far I have not asked
Jonathan Jones to do an on-site survey of a chapel because we have not
been faced with an important threatened chapel where we could change the



outcome. I am thinking perhaps of the Howell Hams Memorial Chapel
and the Glandwr Baptist Church in Abertillery. hi general it is
encouraging to have the support given by some Planning Officers if an
important chapel is faced with demolition. One thing is very apparent - the
fate of many chapels depends on the level of local support. As an
example, two villages in the Snowdonia National Park which we visited
recently on the same day. each have two redundant chapels requiring some
refurbishment. The chapel secretary and the village postmaster in the first
village could hardly wait to get one chapel demolished and have a house
built. The people in the second village said that there was no way they
would ever let their chapels go and they are using both of them for village
activities. I have just heard from the Planning Officer that permission to
demolish the chapel in the first village has now been agreed.

A Chapel Trail for Llandudno was promised at the last AGM but was
delayed because of ongomg discussions about the future of the chapels -
the outcome was the closure and sale of one Listed building and the joining
together and renaming of some other chapels. We decided to try the
simple format for the leaflet of which you have a copy, and will try placing
free copies in the Tourist Office. I hope that some members may like to
revise Local Information sheets for their area and try something similar.

Also at the last AGM we reported plans for Professor Anthony Jones's
new book on Welsh chapels, but because of time-line problems with the
publishers, Capel members have not yet been consulted. We await
developments.

This summer there was a concert at Bangor-is-y Coed to mark the launch
of Open Churches Cvmru m the Wrexham area - with 12 open churches,
information boards and an exhibition. We were given free publicity
mugs. This inspired the design of a CAPEL mug intended for everyday use
- to be given to Ministers and chapel secretaries during visits and sold to
CAPEL members - the aim being to raise CAPEL's profile. For technical
reasons the design which you saw as you came in today has been chosen.
If you have any comments we would like to hear them. Our Committee
member. Stuart Rivers, has agreed to become Publicity Officer and will be



looking at other ways of promoting CAPEL. The CAPEL Exhibition was
used at the Llanfairfechan History Fair and at the Llandudno FHS Fair but
it needs to be revised to have more impact at such events. There is also a
need for two versions of the Exhibition appropriate for north and south
Wales.

Two members of the Committee are working on an Education Pack,
designed for GCSE project work, using a new expert advisor. This is a
costly project and support from the National Heritage Lottery Fund is
being sought. The Committee now; has a regular exchange of information
with the Welsh Religious Buildings Trust and members have all received
an information leaflet with the recent Newsletter. The Trust's involvement
with five chapels will soon be reported.

CAPEL meetings are proposed for Llanidloes on the 14th May 2005 and
for Ruthin on the 15th October 2005. The meeting we planned for
Trefecca was abandoned following the resignation of the warden. Many
places remain unvisited by CAPEL. SO the Committee will be pleased to
receive offers from enthusiastic organisers for future meetmgs.

6. Treasurer's Report
The Treasurer presented the Statement of Accounts for the year ending
31st August 2004. Total membership has increased to 329. The
investment account stands at £12.362.21 and the current account at
£3495.22. There was a small deficit in the current account this year and
the Treasurer called for the recruitment of new members. He also
announced that he would retire after serving for one more year. Thanks
were recorded to Mr Kevin Matthias and Denbigh Record Office for
helping to audit and pnnt the accounts. Stuart Rivers asked if Tax Relief
was claimed on CAPEL subscnptions. This has been done for two years and
will continue

7 Chairman's Report
The chairman began by paying tribute to two very distinguished members
of CAPEL who died this year. These were Vernon Hughes and Graham
Rosser. Since members would have read the obituaries of them bv


