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Cyfarfod yr Hydref yng Nghaerffiii
Autumn Meeting in Caerphilly

Cynhaliwyd cyfarfod yr hydref \ llxnedd ar 18 Hydref \TI Ncuadd y Sein
Rhxddion >Tig Nghaerffiii. Ar ól y croeso arfero] a'r Cyfarfod Cyffredmol
Blynyddol (gwcler tud.3) caf\wd sgwrs ar gapeli'r ardal can Mr David Parry,
a oedd wedi paratoi'r Daflen Wybodaeth Leol ar gyfer y diwrnod

Mvnwent Groeswen Groeswen Cemetery

Yna ar ôl cmio aethpw'd menu bws i weld dau gapel y tu allan i'r dref a
chwaraeodd ran >n nechreuad Methodistiaeth xx\ yr ardal tua chanol y

1



ddeunawfed ganrif. er mai capeli Annibynnol ydynt - Watford, a sefydlwyd
ym 1739 gan y Parch. David Williams (1709-84), a Groeswen, a godwyd
tair blyneddyn ddiweddarach, y capel cyntaf yng Nghymru a adeiladwyd
yn arbennig fel capel i'r Methodistiaid Calfinaidd ond a adawodd y mudiad
ym 1752. Ychydig o dai sy'n agos at y capel nawr ond bu'n ganolfan addoli
am ardal eang, fel y tystiolaetha'r fynwent eang y tu ôl i'r capel, lie y
claddwyd nifer o Gymry blaenllaw yn eu dydd, megis W Caledfryn
Williams a C Tawelfryn Thomas. Ychydig iawn o aelodau sydd gan y capel
erbyn hyn ond mae'r adeilad wedi'i restru ac mae cynllun ar droed i gasglu
arian i sicrhau dyfodol yr adeilad yma a nodi ei bwysigrwydd yn hanes
Ymneilltuaeth Cymru.

Ddiwedd y prynhawn dychwelodd y cwmni i ganol y dref i weld capel
Bethel, lie y cafwyd te a sgwrs ar hanes y capel, a ddechreuodd fel cangen
o Groeswen ond a droes yn eglwys annibynnol ym 1856 ac sydd er 1992
wedi ymgartrefu mewn adeilad newydd, clyd.

Last year's autumn meeting was held in the Masonic Hall in Caerphilly.
After the usual welcoming cup of coffee and the Annual General Meeting
(see p.6) the members enjoyed a talk on the chapels of the area, given by
Mr David Parry, who had prepared the Local Information Sheet for the
meeting.

After lunch, we were taken by coach to view two chapels outside the town
which had played a part in the early history of Methodism in the district in
the mid-eighteenth century, though they are Congregational chapels -
Watford, established in 1739 by the Rev. David Williams (1709-84), and
Groeswen, built three years later, the first purpose built Calvinistic
Methodist chapel in Wales, though it defected from the Methodist
movement ui 1752. There are few houses close to the chapel now but it
was at one time the centre of worship for a large area as is evidenced by
the extensive graveyard behind the chapel containing the tombs of several
eminent Welshmen of the nineteenth century, such as W Caledfryn
Williams and C Tawehryn Thomas. The chapel has very few members now
but it is a listed building and efforts are continuing to collect funds to
ensure the future of the building and safeguard its place in the history of
Nonconformity in Wales,


