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The Chapels of Blaenavon

I was born in 1925. in 92 High Street, Blaenavon. My mother was an Anglican and I
was christened in the parish church of St. Peter's. But my father was the organist at the
Horeb Baptist Church and as soon as I was old enough I accompanied him to chapel.
While he played the organ, I sat in the Big Seat with the retired mmister, the Rev David
Hughes and the old deacons. A very daunting experience for one so young. And so I grew
up to be a lifelong Baptist and have been fortunate to know so many of an older
generation of all denominations who spent their lives in the service of the local churches
and who have assisted me in my research into the past.

In 1925 there were a dozen nonconformist churches in Blaenavon and various mission
churches they supported. Almost all had a resident minister. Sadly today only 6 of those
churches remain - Broad St., Bethlehem, Horeb, Park St., Kmg St., Forgeside - and there
is no resident nonconformist minister.

The spiritual revival of the late 18th century coincided with the birth of the Industrial
Revolution. The Blaenavon Iron Works commenced production in 1789 and people
flocked from England and Wales to seek employment. Meetings were held in homes and
farmsteads until the erection of the first humble meeting houses and chapels. Baptists
were made welcome at the home of William and Francis James who owned most of the
land on which Blaenavon stands today. Nonconformists also met in an ancient farmhouse
at Gam-yr-Erw. Howel Hams of Trevecca and Edmund Jones of Pontypool are amongst
those said to have preached at this place and it was the Calvinistic Methodists who
founded the first chapel in Blaenavon. It was built in 1798 near the Iron Works and
known as Capel y Graig. Its close proximity to the works, however, made it vulnerable
to the waste thrown out by the mines and iron works and so in 1815 it was resited in
King Street on land granted by the Company, who, by way of compensation, also gave
the chapel a load of coal even' month.


