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Cyfarfod y Gwanwyn yn Llangefni
Ar 18 Mai 2002 daeth tua 40 o'n haelodau i Gyfarfod y Gwanwyn yn Oriel
Ynys Môn yn Llangefni. cyfarfod y bu rhaid ei ohirio am flwyddyn o achos
clwy'r traed a'r genau. Y prif siaradwr eleni oedd Dr Densil Morgan o Adran
Ddiwinyddiaeth Prifysgol Cymru, Bangor, a roddodd inni ddarlith gryno a
chynhwysfawîo ddechreuadanghydffurfiaetharyrynys.

Ebenezer. Rhos-y-meirch

Ar ôl cinio bwffc ymwelwyd yn eu tro â thri o gapeli mwyaf nodedig y dref.
Y cyntaf oedd Ebenezer, Rhos-y-meirch, ar gyrion gogleddol y dref. lie y
cafwyd sgwrs gan ysgrifennydd y capel. Mr Gwynfor Roberts.
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Dywedodd mai Ebenezer yw'r capel y gellir ei ystyried yn grud
anghydffurfiaeth ym Môn. Mae'r achos yn mynd yn ôl i 1744 a chodwyd y
capel cyntaf ym 1748. Ffurfiwyd yr eglwys gan William Prichard,
Clwchdemog (1703-73) a drowyd allan o'i fferm Glasfryn Fa\vr, Llangybi,
Sir Gaemarfon ym 1741 oherwyddei ddaliadau crefyddol. Symudodd i fferm
Plas Penmynydd a Bwthyn Minffordd, Penmynydd, oedd t cwrdd cyntaf yr
Ymneilltuwyr. Ym 1744 cofrestrwyd Caeau Môn, cartref John Owen ym
mhlwyf Cerrigceinwcn, yn fan cyfarfod. Yno bu Jenkin Morgan, un o
athrawon Ysgolion Griffith Jones yn cadw ysgol. Ordeiniwyd ef yn weinidog
ym 1746 - gweinidog cyntaf yr Ymneilltuwyr ym Môn. Bu'n cyd-deithio efo
Howel Harris ac yn cyfieithu neges John Wesley i drigolion Môn.

Gyda thwf ymneilltuaeth, profodd Caeau Môn yn rhy fychan a chodwyd
Ebenezer, adeilad unllawr, to gwellt, ar dir Tyddyn yr Aethnen, Rhos-y-
meirch. Jenkin Morgan oedd ei gweinidog cyntaf. Ychwanegwyd at yr adcilad
ym 1762.

Codwyd yr adeilad presennol ym 1869 i gynllun clasurol, gyda'r bwa yn torri
llinell isaf y talog. Tu 01 i'r pulpud gwelir y dabled goffa I William Prichard
a'r dwsin o weinidogion a fu'n gwasanaethu yma - yn eu mysg Abraham
Tibbot, Jonathan Powel a Benjamin Jones (y g r y bu ei bregeth yn Llanfyllin
ym 1796 yn achos troedigaeth Ann Griffiths). Yn y Festri mae hen bulpud
John Elias a ddaeth yma o hen gapel Dinas Llangefni.

Claddwyd William Prichard yn llawr yr hen gapel a cheir cof-golofn iddo yn
y fynwent. Yno hefyd y claddwyd Abraham Tibbot; mae carrcg goffa iddo
yntau ar fur y fynwent.Ym 1998 dathlwyd 250mlwyddiant codi'r capel cyntaf
a dadorchuddiwyd cofeb i John Owen, gan Mrs Ceridwen Cleaver, diacon a
gwraig y diweddar Barch. Lyn Cleaver, gweinidog amser-llawn olaf yr
eglwys.

0 Ebenezer aethom i ochr orllewinol y dref, i gape! Cildwrn, sydd nawr yn
gapel Efengylaidd annibynnol. ond He bu Christmas Evans, 'Esgob
Bedyddwyr Môn' yn weinidog rhwng 1791 a 1826. Mae'r adeilad yn dal i
gadw llawer o nodweddion ac awyrgylch capel o ddechrau'r 19fed ganrif, yn
rhannol am fod yr eglwys ym 1897 wedi symud i gapel newydd sbon, Penuel,
yng nghanol y dref, a godwyd yn gapel coffa I Christmas Evans.
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Yn olaf, ymwelwyd â Moreia, capel ysblennydd a godwyd ym 1898 i goffâu
John Elias, lie y cawsom sgwrs gan Mr Eryl Wyn Rowlands yn rhoi inni
ddarlun hynod ddiddorol o gefhdir codi capeli ar ddiwedd y 19fed ganrif a'r
brwdfrydedd, yr ymrafael a'r eiddigedd sy'n gallu effeithio ar natur a chynllun
yr adeilad. Adeiladwyd Moreia ym 1896-8 i gynlluniau Owen Morris Roberts
o Borthmadog, a sylfaenwyd ar gynlluniau Richard Thomas. Roedd
cynlluniau Thomas wedi'u cymeradwyo ym 1894 ar gyfer capel newydd ar
safle newydd i gymryd lie Capel Dinas, Llangefni, gan fod les safle'r capel
hwnnw yn dirwyn i ben. Ond pan gafwyd amcangyfrif yr adeiladydd,
sylweddolwyd bod y cynllun yn rhy ddrud ac aethpwyd ati i gael cynllun
rhatach. Yr adeiladydd oedd R.&J. Williams, Bangor.

Mwynhawyd y diwrnod yn fawr iawn ac yr ydym yn ddiolchgar iawn i Mrs
Margaret Hughes am wneud yr holl drefniadau ac i aelodau a swyddogion y
capeli am y croeso a gawsom.

Spring Meeting in Llangefni

On 18 May 2002 about 40 members assembled in Oriel Ynys Môn for our
Spring meeting, which had had to be postponed last year because of the
outbreak of foot and mouth disease. The principal speaker this year was Dr
Densil Morgan the Department of Theology of the University of Wales at
Bangor, who gave us a concise but comprehensive account of the beginnings
of Nonconformity on the island of Anglesey.

After our buffet lunch we visited in turn three of the most notable chapels in
the town. The first was Ebenezer, Rhos-y-meirch, on the northern edge of the
town, where we were addressed by the chapel secretary, Mr Gwynfor Roberts.
He told us that Ebenezer could be considered the cradle of Nonconformity in
Anglesey. The church goes back to the year 1744 and the first chapel was
built in 1748. The church had been founded by William Prichard of
Clwchdernog (1703-73) who had been turned out of his farm, Glasfryn Fawr,
Llangybi, Caernarfonshire, in 1741 on account of his religious beliefs. He
moved to the farm of Plas Penmynydd, and Bwthyn Minffordd, Penmynydd,
became the first meeting house of Anglesey Nonconformists. In 1744 Caeau
Môn, the home of John Owen in the parish of Cerrigceinwen was registered
as a meeting place. There, Jenkin Morgan kept one of Griffith Jones's
circulating schools. He was ordained in 1746 - the first Nonconformist



minister in Anglesey, who also journeyed with Howel Harris and translated
John Wesley's message for the people of the island.

With the growth of Nonconformity, Caeau Môn proved to be too small and
the first Ebenezer, a single storey straw roofed building, was erected on the
land of Tyddyn yr Aethnen, Rhos-y-meirch. The building was extended in
1762. The present Ebenezer was built in 1869 to a classical design, with an
arc cutting the lower line of the pediment. Behind the pulpit there is a
memorial tablet to William Prichard and the other ministers who have served
the chapel, including Abraham Tibbot, Jonathan Powel and Benjamin Jones.
In the schoolroom is the old pulpit of John Elias, brought here from the old
Dinas chapel in Llangefhi.

William Prichard was buried below the floor of the old chapel and there is a
memorial to him in the graveyard, where Abraham Tibbot was also buried,
with a memorial stone in the cemetery wall.

1998 saw the celebration of the 250th anniversary of the building of the first
chapel and the unveiling of a memorial to John Owen by Mrs Ceridwen
Cleaver, a deacon and wife of the late Rev. Lyn Cleaver, the last minister of
the church.

From Ebenezer we drove to the west side of the town, to Cildwrn chapel, now
a flourishing independent Evangelical chapel, but earlier the chapel in which
Christmas Evans, 'The Baptist Bishop of Anglesey' ministered from 1791 to
1826. The building still retains many of the features and atmosphere of a
chapel of the early 19th century, partly because the congregation in 1897
moved to a brand new chapel, Penuel, in the centre of the town, built as a
memorial to Christmas Evans.

Lastly we visited Moriah a splendid chapel opened in 1898 in memory of
John Elias, where Mr Eryl Wyn Rowlands gave us a vivid picture of the
background to chapel building at the end of the 19th century, and the
enthusiasm, the bickering and the rivalries which could affect the nature and
design of the buildings. Moriah was built in 1896-8 to the plans of Owen
Morris Roberts of Portmadoc, based on the designs of Richard Thomas.
Thomas's plans had been approved in 1894 for a new chapel on a new site to


