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News from the Royal Commission
Last year CAPEL and the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Wales signed a Heads of Agreement for cooperation in the
study of chapels and chapel history. One of the points was that a report on
chapels related work undertaken by the Royal Commission would appear
regularly in the Capel Newsletter.

The Chapels Recording Project

Members will be aware of this project and indeed many will have contributed
to it by photographing and recording information about chapels throughout
Wales. We are most grateful to all those who gave such unstinting and

generous support.

The first stage of the project was to identify and create basic records for as
many Nonconformist chapels and Sunday schools as possible and this has
largely been achieved. The database now contains over 8000 records of
buildings, more than 2000 more than previous estimates of this stock of
building. The results may be viewed on the Royal Commission's web-site at
www.rcahmw.org.uk where they are incorporated in CARN, the database
for archaeology and historical buildings in Wales. A more detailed listing is
being prepared for the web. This will tabulate chapels and Sunday schools by
pre-1974 county, giving details of dates, architects etc. Other data will be
added later. At present Ceredigion / Cardiganshire is available although as yet
no details of architects are provided. It is our intention to add further counties
in the near future. Many of the dates and details of architect or builder will be
drawn from the companion database compiled by the Board of Celtic Studies
with their kind permission.




The photographic coverage of extant chapel and Sunday school buildings was
an important aim of the project and much ground has been covered, mainly
by CAPEL members. We are now carrying out an assessment of coverage to
identify gaps and formulate a plan to complete the exercise.

Chapel Architects

Detailed recording and analysis of selected chapels was always a further aim
of the project. The Royal Commission is concentrating particularly on seven
key chapel architects: Richard Owen, Rev. Thomas Thomas, John Humphrey,
George Morgan, Richard Davies, Owen Morris Roberts and Sir William
Beddoes-Rees. Elsewhere in this issue Eryl Wyn Rowlands gives a tentative
list of the chapels designed or renovated by Richard Owen. It is our intention
to make available to members, similar lists for the other six architects, both
for information and to provide a basis for a more complete picture.

Rev. Thomas Thomas

Building on his research into the work of Thomas Thomas and John
Humpbhrey in the Swansea area which has been incorporated in Copperopolis.
Landscapes of the Early Industrial Period in Swansea (Aberystwyth:
RCAHMW, 2000), Stephen Hughes has positively identified 125 of the 900
chapels that Thomas designed or modified. Thomas worked between ca. 1843
and 1886, designing chapels mostly for his own Welsh Independent and
English Congregational denominations but also for other denominations,
including Welsh Calvinistic Methodist, Baptist and English Primitive
Methodist and Bible Christian chapels. He practised particularly widely in
Glamorgan, Caernarfonshire and Carmarthenshire but his work is densely
represented all over Wales and in Welsh congregations across England.

CAPEL members who may be aware of chapels attributed to Thomas Thomas
are asked to contact
Stephen Hughes (Tel. 01970 621215; E-mail: stephen.hughes@rcahmw.org.uk)

or
David Percival (Tel. 01970 621217; E-mail: david.percival@rcahmw.org.uk)



Capel y Doc, Llanelli Members who attended the Spring 1999 meeting at
Llanelli may have looked at a chapel that was not on the formal itinerary of

the day, Capel y Doc.
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Capel y Doc © RCAHMW

This Welsh Independent chapel was built in 1857 close to the New Dock of
1832. In 1868 it was rebuilt to the designs of John Humphrey. The fagade of
Capel y Doc contrasts with Humphrey's later and better known Llanelli chapel
Tabernacl. No great triple arches here; a double doorway with double window
above, framed in a shallow great arch. The interior however shows a number
of Humphrey touches, some of which are copied from Thomas's earlier work
for the same denomination:- the forward projecting pulpit accessed by a
sweeping stair on either side, curved side pews graduated so that the
congregation face the pulpit wherever they are seated, a pierced cast-iron
balcony front on three sides, with a plain panelled front above the sét fawr,
two windows in the lobby screen.

The chapel was visited by RCAHMW in response to a proposal to demolish
it. A measured plan was made and also additions to the existing photographic

coverage.
D J Percival







