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SPRING MEETING AT BRECON

Interior of Plough Chapel

A very- successful meeting was held at Brecon on 13 May, with nearly 50
present on a lovely sunny day. We gathered at the Kensington Baptist
chapel on the Watergate, where we were welcomed to the church by the
minister the Rev Dr Hazel Sherman and given an outline of the day's
programme. First was a most interesting talk by the Rev Herbert Hughes
on the sad history of the hills, chapels and inhabitants of Epynt during
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the Second World War. (A shortened version of part of the talk is pnnted
below.)
After lunch at the Castle Hotel we made a brief visit to the Watergate
Baptist chapel and then strolled through the town past several buildings
which had flourished as chapels in the nineteenth century but were now
converted to other uses: the former Independent chapel is now a museum,
Bethel Calvinislic Methodist is now Boots the Chemist, dominating a
new shopping precinct, Tabernacle Welsh Westeyan chapel became a
grocer's shop in 1871 and is now a photographer's, and Dr Coke's chapel
has been demolished to make room for Leo's supermarket.
We then visited the Plough United Reformed chapel, which last year
celebrated its tercentenary, and greatly admired the magnificence of the
nineteenth century interior woodwork and decoration. The refurbishment
of the building had been carried out by a local builder, Mr Benjamin
Jenkins, whose grandson, Mr Mervyn Jenkins, is one of the present
congregation's most senior members He had himself been a builder and,
speaking to us, he contrasted working conditions in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries: his grandfather had managed a team of 60
carpenters, whereas he had only two.
The tour ended with tea at the gothic Presbyterian chapel in the Watton,
built to the designs of W F Poulton in the 1860s.

CAPELY BABELL, MYNYDD EPYNT
gan Herbert Hughes

Ym 1940, ar oriau tywyllaf yr Ail Ryfel Byd, meddiannwyd talp helaeth
o dir Cymru i'w ddefhyddio fel maes tanio i hyfforddi milwyr.
Gorfodwyd 219 o w r, gwTagedd a phlant i gefnu ar 54 o anheddau ar
Fynydd Epynt, a hynny ar fyr rybudd, ac fe chwalwyd cymdeithas war,
Gymraeg ei hiaith, mewn ychydig fisoedd

Dyna, mewn dwy frawddeg, yr hyn a ddigwyddodd, ond y mae'r geiriau
yn cuddio llawer o ofnau, gofidiau, ansicrwydd a thor-calon a deimlodd
llawer o'r trigolion ar y pryd. Ni fu cynnwrf mawr fel yn hanes Tryweryn.
Dau fis o rybudd a roddwyd yn y diwedd, wedi ei ymestyn am fis arall i'r
ffermwyr a'r bugeiliaid i werthu neu symud eu hanifeiliaid ac i ddod o


