
Capel
CYMDE1THAS TREFTADAETH Y CAPELI

THE CHAPELS HERITAGE SOCIETY

CYLcm.YniYR/NEWSLETTER 36 HYDREF /AUTUMN 2000

SPRING MEETING AT BRECON

Interior of Plough Chapel

A very- successful meeting was held at Brecon on 13 May, with nearly 50
present on a lovely sunny day. We gathered at the Kensington Baptist
chapel on the Watergate, where we were welcomed to the church by the
minister the Rev Dr Hazel Sherman and given an outline of the day's
programme. First was a most interesting talk by the Rev Herbert Hughes
on the sad history of the hills, chapels and inhabitants of Epynt during
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the Second World War. (A shortened version of part of the talk is pnnted
below.)
After lunch at the Castle Hotel we made a brief visit to the Watergate
Baptist chapel and then strolled through the town past several buildings
which had flourished as chapels in the nineteenth century but were now
converted to other uses: the former Independent chapel is now a museum,
Bethel Calvinislic Methodist is now Boots the Chemist, dominating a
new shopping precinct, Tabernacle Welsh Westeyan chapel became a
grocer's shop in 1871 and is now a photographer's, and Dr Coke's chapel
has been demolished to make room for Leo's supermarket.
We then visited the Plough United Reformed chapel, which last year
celebrated its tercentenary, and greatly admired the magnificence of the
nineteenth century interior woodwork and decoration. The refurbishment
of the building had been carried out by a local builder, Mr Benjamin
Jenkins, whose grandson, Mr Mervyn Jenkins, is one of the present
congregation's most senior members He had himself been a builder and,
speaking to us, he contrasted working conditions in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries: his grandfather had managed a team of 60
carpenters, whereas he had only two.
The tour ended with tea at the gothic Presbyterian chapel in the Watton,
built to the designs of W F Poulton in the 1860s.

CAPELY BABELL, MYNYDD EPYNT
gan Herbert Hughes

Ym 1940, ar oriau tywyllaf yr Ail Ryfel Byd, meddiannwyd talp helaeth
o dir Cymru i'w ddefhyddio fel maes tanio i hyfforddi milwyr.
Gorfodwyd 219 o w r, gwTagedd a phlant i gefnu ar 54 o anheddau ar
Fynydd Epynt, a hynny ar fyr rybudd, ac fe chwalwyd cymdeithas war,
Gymraeg ei hiaith, mewn ychydig fisoedd

Dyna, mewn dwy frawddeg, yr hyn a ddigwyddodd, ond y mae'r geiriau
yn cuddio llawer o ofnau, gofidiau, ansicrwydd a thor-calon a deimlodd
llawer o'r trigolion ar y pryd. Ni fu cynnwrf mawr fel yn hanes Tryweryn.
Dau fis o rybudd a roddwyd yn y diwedd, wedi ei ymestyn am fis arall i'r
ffermwyr a'r bugeiliaid i werthu neu symud eu hanifeiliaid ac i ddod o



hyd i fferm arall yn rhywle. Nid oedd yr awdurdodau am eu helpu 1
chwilio am le. Adeg yna oedd hi, yr adeg fwyaf amhriodol o'r fhvyddyn
i fFcrmwyr mynyddig. Ac nid oedd gan fwyafrif llethol poblogaeth
Prydain wybodaeth na diddordeb yn y trais yma. Beth oedd colli 40,000
o erwau Cymni a disodli dros 200 o bobl a phlant ynghanol enbydnvydd
rfayfel?

Bu'r Pwyllgor Diogelu Diwylliant Cymru ('Cymru Fydd' yn
ddiweddarach) a'i ysgrifennydd br\vd T.I.Ellis, ym mlaen y gad yn arwain
cyfarfodydd protest ym mhob pentref o gylch y mynydd; a bu aelodau o'r
Blaid Genedlaethol ('Plaid Cymru, the Party of Wales' erbyn heddiw) yn
annerch y cyfarfodydd hyn. Ond er pob ymdrechu gyda chefnogaeth y
trigolion i gyd, gorfodwyd pawb i adael eu ffermydd a'u tyddynnod, a
hynny ar frys, erbyn 30 Mehefin, 1940.

Fe orfodwyd iin ysgol i gau, ac un capcl - y ddau yng Nghwm Cilieni.
Perthynai'r capel i enwad y Methodistiaid Calfmaidd ac fe'i codwyd ym
1857 ar draul o £186. Ym 1859 'roedd yna 46 o aelodau ( a saith wedi eu
diarddel!). Pan gaewyd y capel >Tn 1940, 'roedd yna 29 o aelodau. Y
gweinidog a fu â gofal y Babell o 1906 hyd y cau oedd y Parch. William
Jones, g r annwyl a ma\vr ei barch; a thristwch iddo fu gorfod cau y
capel ac yn ddiweddarach gweld ei ddimstrio.

Capel nodweddiadol o'r cylch ac O'I gyfnod oedd y Babell. Nid oedd iddo
oriel ond codwyd festn fach un pen iddo, uwchben y stabal lie byddai'r
'ponis' yn cael eu clymu o'r tu allan. Pan gynhelid eisteddfod (ac 'roedd
Eisteddfod y Babell yn enwog) neu ryw wasanaeth mv\y na'i gilydd yn y
capel, codid y lien bren rhvvng y festri a'r capel, fel y gallai'r bobl yn y
festri fod yn rhan o'r gweithgareddau. Tu cefn 'roedd mynwent fechan.

Yn ôl hen lyfr cyfrifon y Babell deuai llawer o bregethwyr a myfyrwyr o
Drefeca yn gyson i wasanaethu yn y capel bach ar y Suliau ac ar
nosweithiau gwaith, ac estynnid UeLy iddynt gan fod yr addoldy mor
anhygyrch.

Bu'r Methodistiaid Calfmaidd yn ddygn yn protestio yn eu cynadleddau



ac ar 17 Ebrill, 1940, danfonwyd dirpnvyaeth i ymli edd â'r Arghvydd
Cobham, yr Is-ysgrifennydd Gwladol dros Ryfel yn Llundain. Er iddo ef
'ddatgan ei gydyindeimlad â'r ddirprwyaeth', eglurodd fod 'y cynllun
wedi ei ystyried a'i fabwysiadu gan y Cyngor Rhyfel ers amser maith' gan
fanylu ar paham y dewiswyd ardaloedd ym Mrycheiniog yn hytrach nag
ardaloedd eraill.

CapelyBabell 1979

Syrthiodd y capel a'r fynwent i gyflwr trychinebus dan ddylanwad y
ffrwydro,y tywydd a'r defaid, ond heddiw dan bwysau o du Cymdeithas
y Cymod, gofahvyd bod safle'r capel a'r fynwent wedi eu diogelu a
rhoddwyd maen coffa yno i gofio am y gogoniant synil a fu. Fe drefnwyd
cyfarfod gan Gymdeithas y Cymod ar safle'r Babell ar 20 Mai, pryd y
gosodwyd cofeb newydd ac yr anerchwyd gan Dafydd hvan i gofio'r
golled a fu ac >TI erb\n arfogaeth a rhyfel. Siaradai fel cynrychiolydd
Unesco yng Nghymai a chafwd hefyd gân neu ddwy ganddo .

In 1940. during the darkest hours of the Second World War, 40.000
acres of Welsh land were seized for use as an artillery firing range. 54
families, 219 individuals, were forced to leave their homes on Epynt at



short notice, and a civilized, Welsh speaking community was dispersed
within the span of a few months.

One school and one chapel were also closed. Nothing remains of the
school and ofBabell chapel only the foundations and the adjoining
small cemetery remain. Despite intensive protest meetings and
deputations to Parliament, the end came on 30 June 1940.

The Calvinistic Methodist denomination, rather belatedly, sent a
deputation to be received by the Assistant Secretary of State for War,
Lord Cobham, but to no avail. The government was determined to go
ahead with its plans, with the consequent dispersion of a Welsh
community. So, the little Welsh chapel with its eisteddfodau, and its
'pwnc' (annual meeting for hymn singing, Scripture recitation and
catechizmg), its Gymanfa Ganu and Sunday and weeknight services,
which had been held since 1859 came to an abrupt end in 1940.

On 20 May a new memorial stone was laid on the site at a meeting
organised by the Fellowship of Reconciliation, at which Dafýdd Iwan,
as a representative ofUnesco in Wales, gave an address on the evils
of armaments and war.

[Mr Hughes has written the histon' of Epynt and its firing range in Welsh
and English versions: Mae'n Ddiweddy Bydyma ... Epynt aV Troad
Allan yn 1940 (ISBN 1 85902 414 9) and An Uprooted Community
(ISBN 1 85902 666 4), both published by Gwasg Gomer, in 1999 at
£8.95.1


