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THE NINETEENTH CENTURY MORMON CHAPEL IN
ABERGELE

The first missionaries of
the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day
Saints. otherwise known
as Mormons. arrived in
North Wales during the
summer of 1840, Edward
Parrv. of Newmarket
(Trelawnyd).  together
with his two sons and
others from the
Trelawnvd area. had been
engaged in building the
new docks in Liverpool
and it was there that he
and his eldest son. also
called Edward. were
converted to the Mormon faith and baptized by the missionaries in the
river Mersev. Edward Parry senior later became the founder and first
conductor of the world famous choir of the Mormon Tabernacle in Salt
Lake City.

He and his son Edward came to Abergele to spread the new gospel as they
had there, and in nearby St George. a large extended family. who received



them kindly. Converts to the cause were soon baptized and the little
congregation was, by 1849, strong enough to erect a stone built meeting
house for themselves. This purpose built chapel, now much altered, is
attached to the Bull Hotel in Chapel Street, Abergele. The builder was
John Morris, one of the first converts, who was a well-established
building contractor employing some twenty men on building contracts
throughout Denbighshire and Montgomeryshire for the County Surveyor,
Thomas Penson. He almost certainly used Mormon masons to erect the
building, thus keeping costs to a minimum.

This largely Welsh-speaking church achieved a membership of over 80,
but members were encouraged and expected to emigrate to the New Zion
beyond the seas in Salt Lake City. It is known that 55 persons in all
emigrated from Abergele, and only two of these were to perish during the
arduous journey to Utah. The first group of eight persons left Abergele in
1852 and these were followed by seven further groups, the last sailing in
1864. We tend to think of emigrants in the last century as poor, down-
trodden people who were desperately secking to better their earthly
condition in a new country beyond the seas, but this was not completely
true of these Mormon emigrants from Abergele. They were almost all
skilled craftsmen, some were émployers of labour, and Edward Parry
described himself as 'a well-to-do stonemason'. We have on record the
names, addresses, ages and occupations of all these emigrants and have
also been able to trace their later lives in Utah.

Paradoxically, the very success of the Mormon Church in Abergele led to
its decline. Emigrations deprived the young church of its more able and
enthusiastic leaders and members, and this resulted in the decline and
eventual demise of the congregation. The purpose-built stone chapel was
taken over by the Baptists in 1856 and was used by that denomination as
a place of worship until the new Baptist chapel was erected in 1863. The
old Mormon chapel then became a warehouse, later a cottage, a spirits
store and finally part of the restored restaurant of the Bull Hotel.

Edward Lloyd Parry and his family from St George, Abergele,
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Denbighshire, spent some twelve years in St George, Washington County,
Utah. Other members of the family appear in the census returns for St
George, Utah, during this period. It is certainly remarkable that so many
members of the family from the Denbighshire St George should find their
way to the Utah St George, and that the chief mason for many of the
prominent buildings in that city should be a native of the Denbighshire
place of the same name, A spokesman at the Historical Department of the
Church in Salt Lake City states that St George was named after a
prominent Mormon of the period, but he does concede that it is 'a real
coincidence' that so many natives of St George Denbighshire appeared in
St George Utah during the early days of that settlement. It is intriguing
and even tempting to think that the American city may have taken its
name from this little village in Denbighshire, Wales.

R Fred Roberts

THE CHAPEL IS DEAD, LONG LIVE THE CHAPEL :
Tabernacl, Llandudno: a Case History

It's official! The chapel is dying and CADW have accepted the dual fact
that chapels are important and at risk. For many people chapels have
ceased to have a meaningful existence. Whilst others understand their
significance, they would probably not understand the significance of their
loss in the same way as Capel members. A common perception is that
there are probably too many chapels anyway, and many of the
denominational leaders see consolidation as the only way forward'.

The CADW response has been to join with the Wales Council for
Voluntary Action and set up an arms-length trust to which it will
contribute 75% funding for the preservation of Welsh chapels. Ah well!
At least the 129 chapels on the 'must preserve' list are safe! Not so.
According to Gruff Owen, of WCVA, the Trust's Secretary and also a
Capel member, the Trust will be lucky to preserve three or four per year.
When you think about the enormous task of taking over even that many
per year, spread over Wales, a country with difficult physical

communication, it will be surprising and welcome if they can achieve that.
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It is not suggested that the CADW/WCVA plans should be denigrated.
Far from it because that is probably the most important lifeline that we
have for the future of the Welsh chapel. It is just not sufficient, so other
ways need to be found.

The 129 figure is probably a tongue in cheek one. For whilst some towns
(e.g., Caernarfon) are well represented, others (e.g., Llanrwst) are totally
absent. The whole of Flintshire is reckoned, on that list, to have only one
chapel worthy of preservation for future generations. Anglesey has only
five and Merioneth three!

Current thinking seems to be that most damage, i.e., loss, will be done in
the next ten to twenty years, so presumably after that the position is going
to be bleak.

Not everyone has thrown in the towel, however. One man determined to
stand his ground against all comers is an elder of Tabernacl Chapel,
Mostyn Street, Llandudno, Gwilym Williams. Afier a protracted romance
with some local businessmen who wanted to gut out the 1875 gallery, he
persuaded his chapel trustees that a heritage lottery application was the
way forward. This was a bold move in an organisation that really didn't
approve of gambling but he argued that the end justified the means.
Everything in this case Supported the application. Tabernacl was one of
the famous 129: it was listed and in a conservation area. By great fortune
it was also in the area of the Llandudno Town Scheme, a scheme that
favours and funds historic building renovation, The recently formed
Conwy County Borough Council has appointed a Conservation Architect,
the first in the area, and his assistant is working quite assiduously through
the town facilitating schemes to renovate fagades.

This was all very fortunate for Tabernacl, and many chapels might not be
so lucky. Sadly, the budget was not quite sufficient and one or two
elements, such as the garden and kitchen were not completed within the
HLF project. Subsequent lettings, however, have now paid for the kitchen.

Phase 2 of the scheme has been to quietly make Tabernacl available to
suitable sympathetic users. The first such user was a local concert pianist
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