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Cyfarf od y Gwanwyn yn Llanelli

Cynhaliwyd Cyfarfod y Gwanwyn eleni yn Llanelli ar 15 Mai. Daeth
cynulliad da o dros hanner cant o aelodau'r Gymdeithas a thrigolion yr
ardal at ei gilydd yng Nghapel Als i glywed darlith gynhwysfawr gan gyn-
weinidog o'r eglwys, y Parch. Maurice Loader, ar Anghydffurfiaeth yn ardal
Llanelli. Yna, wedi edmygu a rhyfeddu at ysblander adeiladwaith y capel a
chiniawa yng ngwesty Stepney, aethom am dro o dan arweiniad Mr Vivian
Williams o gwmpas pedwar o gapeli mawreddog eraill yng nghanol y dre -
Seion (A), Capel y Pare (URC), Moreia (B) a'r Tabernacl (A). Aethpwyd
ymlaen wedyn i Gapel Newydd (Pres) ar gyrion yr hen dref He y
mwynhawyd te hyfryd i orffen y daith.

Capel Als - the second building as it was ca. 1870



The spring meeting was this year held at Llanelli on 15 May, when when over 50
members of CAPEL and local residents gathered in Capel Als to hear a talk by a former
minister of the church, the Rev. Maurice Loader on Non-conformity in the
Llanelli area. Then, after viewing and wondering at the splendour of the building
and lunching at the Stepney Hotel we went under the guidance of Mr Vivian
Williams on a walking tour of four other majestic chapels in the centre of the town
- Zion (B), Park Church (URC), Moriah (B) and Tabernacle (Ind.). We then moved
on to the outskirts of the old town to see the Welsh Presbyterian Capel Newydd where
we were provided with a delightful tea to end the tour.

Cyfarfod Blynyddol
Annual General Meeting

Cynhelir y Cyfarfod Blynyddol eleni ar 23 Hydref yn Abergele, lie byddwn
yn ymgynnull am 10.30 yng Nghapel Presbyteraidd Mynydd Seion. Yn
ystod y cyfarfod bydd ein Cadeirydd presennol Mr Kevin Matthias yn
ymddeol a bydd yn rhaid ethol Cadeirydd newydd. Gobeithiwn felly am
bresenoldeb cynifer o'n haelodau ag a all ddod i'r cyfarfod.

The Annual General Meeting this year will be held on 23 October at Abergele, where
we shall assemble at 10.30 at Mynydd Seion the Welsh Presbyterian chapel. During
the meeting our present Chairman Mr Kevin Matthias will be standing down and
we shall need to elect a new Chairman. It is hoped therefore that as many members
as possible will attend the meeting.

Nonconformity in the Llanelli Area
- an Introduction
by Maurice Loader

I have divided my talk into three sections:- 1. The Capel Als building 2.The
beginnings of Nonconformity in the town and district of Llanelli, leading to
the establishment of churches by the mainstream denominations 3. The
continuing story of the church at Capel Als, particularly the ministry of the
Rev. David Rees.

Capel Als: the building
The name Capel Als may require some explanation. Tradition relates that on
this site there formerly stood a cottage inhabited by a lady called Alice, and
nearby was a well used by the inhabitants of the surrounding area. In 1794
it was recorded that the Revs.David Peter and William George 'preached at
Capel Alice'. In 1852 the well was filled in, probably because there had been
an outbreak of cholera in the town and all the town's wells were suspect,



particularly the one at Capel AIs. since it was positioned near a cemetery
where persons who had died of cholera had been buried. The cemetery is
now grassed over. When the present building was erected the gravestones
were removed and used as paving stones behind the building Unfortun-
ately, the stones have been eroded by the elements and many of the
inscriptions are now undecipherable.

The original chapel must have been small and unassuming. When the
present building was erected on this site in 1894-95 an unknown author
wrote a brief outline of its history. Of the original building he wrote,
'No-one has furnished a portrayal of that first chapel, built in 1780. It
is right to suppose that it was a dwelling-house consisting of one room
along its length, with the door at one end, for when it was extended
in 1797 it was as though two dwelling houses had been joined together
with two doors, one at each end. This [i.e., the 1797 building] was but a
simple and unadorned structure, rectangular in shape, lying opposite to
its present form. It had a gallery at one end, with steps leading to it
from the cemetery'. The chapel was further extended in 1827. The
extended building had a gallery on three sides, entrance to which was
by means of an exterior staircase, and the seats were described as 'large and
deep'.

The interior of Capel AIs
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Two years after the Rev. David Rees arrived, the building was too small
to house the congregation which at the time numbered some 250.
Although £300 was still owed for the existing chapel the erection of a
new building was undertaken at a cost of £850. There were those who
warned that it would never be paid for and its seats would not be filled.
The new chapel was opened on the last day of May 1831. It was a square
building, measuring 50ft by 50ft, and its roof was crowned by a sizeable
sphere visible from a fair distance. A porch supported by two pillars
provided the front entrance. There were no railings, and people still
came to draw water from the well which was situated almost at the door
of the chapel. In 1852, the chapel was lengthened by 20ft, a feature of the
new building being its wooden ceiling, 28ft high. It was at this time that
the well was filled in.

The present building is the third on this site and was erected in 1894-
95 at a cost of £4995. One can only guess what such a sum would
amount to if translated into today's financial values. The architect was
Mr Owen Morris Roberts of Porthmadog, a ship's carpenter who trained
himself to become an architect and also built chapels at Holyhead, Llangefni
and Porthmadog. Though the architect was imported from North Wales,
the craftsmen, carpenters, masons and creators of fine plasterwork were
all local.

The Bishop organ was first used in the previous chapel building, having
been installed in 1880 to mark the centenary of the founding of the chapel. It
was paid for by the treasurer of the chapel in gold sovereigns, 200 in all, and
on the occasion of a subsequent visit to the chapel, the representative of the
Bishop firm told of his trepidation as he carried them in a bag all the way to
London.

Two architectural features reflect the fine musical tradition for which Capel
Als was noted when the present building was erected: firstly the musical
instruments depicted in the windows at the front of the chapel and secondly
the stained glass windows at the rear of the building. One was a tribute to
three fine musicians associated with the church, William Richards,
conductor of the orchestra, and Seth Jones and Tom Daniel Jones, both
organists and precentors. The second window was erected in memory of
David Harries, a long-serving secretary of the Chapel and the third
commemorates the work of former ministers of the church, Evan Da vies,
Howell Williams, David Rees and Thomas Johns. The windows were put in
place in 1939 but on the outbreak of War, they had to be removed and put
into safe storage until the end of hostilities.


