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O GlLGERRAN I HENLLAN A M G O E D

Cynhaliwyd Cyfarfod y Gwanwyn 1998 yn Sir Benfro ar 9 Mai a buom yn lwcus
unwaith eto gyda'r tywydd. Cyfarfuom am 10.30 yng Nghapel y Babell, Cilgerran
a chael croeso gan drefnydd y dydd, y Parchedig Richard Williams, Woodstock -
cofiwn am y cyfarfod llwyddiannus iawn arall a drefnwyd ganddo yn sir Benfro ym
1993. Cyflwynodd y Parch. Ddr Eifion Evans ychydig o hanes yr achos, a dyfodd yn
sgil gwaith cenhadol Howel Harris a Howel Davies yn yr ardal yn 70au'r
ddeunawfed ganrif.

Oddi yno aethom ymlaen i gapel Cilfowyr, lie yr ymsefydlodd cynulleidfa o
Fedyddwyr ar ddechrau'r 18fed ganrif, gan sefydlu oddi yno ganghennau yn
Nhrefdraeth, Blaen-wern, Pen-y-parc, Blaen-ffos a hefyd Fronddeiniol dros y ffin
yng Ngheredigion. Yna i Gapel Newydd Boncath a chapel Bwlch-y-Groes, dau
achos Calfinaidd arall sydd hefyd yn dyddio'n ôl i gyfnod Harris .Ym Mwlch-y-
Groes, ar ôl inni fwynhau cinio gwych a baratowyd dan ofal Mr Ken Jones gan
aelodau eglwysi lleol, traddodwyd darlith gan y Parchedig Eifion Evans ar hanes
cynnar y Methodistiaid Calfinaidd yng ngogledd Sir Benfro.

Ymlaen wedyn i ddehau'r sir a thros y ffin i Sir Gaerfyrddin, i Gapel yr Annibynwyr
yn Henllan Amgoed, cynulleidfa a oedd y llynedd yn dathlu trichanmlwyddiant ei
sefydlu gan ' Apostol Sir Gaerfyrddin', Stephen Hughes. Yno darparwyd te inni gan
chwiorydd y capel a rhoddwyd inni gan Mrs Eleri Roberts fraslun o hanes y eglwys,
a sefydlodd ddeg eglwys arall yn siroedd Caerfyrddin a Phenfro, a hanes y capel ei
hun, a ail-adeiladwyd ac a helaethwyd dros y blynyddoedd.

FROM CILGERRAN TO HENLLAN AMGOED
The Spring Meeting 1998 was held in Pembrokeshire on 9 May and once again we
were lucky with the weather. We assembled at 10.30 in Babell chapel, Cilgerran and
were welcomed by the organiser of the day, the Rev. Richard Wilson of Woodstock.
(Members will remember the successful previous visit to Pembrokeshire he had



organised for the Society in 1993.) The Rev. Dr. Eifion Evans presented a brief
account of the history of the church, which had sprung from the missionary work of
Howel Harris and Howel Davies in the county in the 1770s.

We then proceeded to Cilfowyr where a Baptist congregation had gathered at the
start of the 18* century and had flourished and established branches in Newport,
Blaen-wern, Pen-y-parc, Blaen-ffos and in Fronddeiniol in Cardiganshire.
From Cilfowyr we went to Newchapel, Boncath, and Bwlch-y-groes, two other
Calvinist churches which date from the time of Howel Harris. At Bwlch-y-groes,
after a splendid lunch prepared under the supervision of Mr Ken Jones by members
of local churches, we were treated to a lecture by the Rev Eifion Evans on the early
history of Calvinistic Methodism in North Pembrokeshire.

The parade of cars then went on to the south of the county and over the border to
Carmarthenshire to Henllan Amgoed Congregational Chapel, which last year
celebrated the tercentenary of its foundation by the 'Apostle of Carmarthenshire',
Stephen Hughes. There we enjoyed a tea provided by the ladies of the chapel and
were given by Mrs Eleri Roberts a brief history of the Henllan congregation, which
had over the years given rise to ten other congregational churches in
Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire, and of the building and rebuilding of this most
interesting chapel with it unusual gallery running along one side.

* * * * * * * * *

EARLY CALVINISTIC METHODISM

IN NORTH PEMBROKESHIRE
Three men in particular influenced the emergence of Calvinistic Methodism in
North Pembrokeshire: Griffith Jones, Howel Harris and Howel Davies. The
Circulating Charity Schools of Griffith Jones were to be found in the area from 1738
to 1777 and these provided an itinerant evangelist like Harris, if not with a base, at
least with a point of contact for his labours. After his ordination, Davies soon settled
in Pembrokeshire and such was his success that he was commonly referred to as 'The
Apostle of Pembrokeshire'.

It is important to remember that Methodism began, not as a separatist desire on the
part of its leaders and followers, but rather as societies organised within
Anglicanism for the purpose of closer and stricter fellowship. Its growth and spread
was promoted by the vigorous labours of clergymen and laymen.

In Pembrokeshire Methodism began with the labours of Howel Harris. Among the
places he visited were Ambleston, Eglwyswrw, Fishguard, Haverfordwest, Hay's



Castle, Letterston, Llys-y-fran, Llwyn-y-goras near Nevern, Longhouse - Trefin
(Mathry), Maenclochog, Mounton, Newport, Prendergast, Puncheston, St. David's,
St. Kenox, Trefin, Walton, Wolfs Castle and Woodstock. The preaching of the
Methodists was fiery, forthright, biblical, and powerful, and conversions followed
almost universally. As the work developed, certain places became recognised as
significant preaching centres:— Woodstock, Capel Newydd and Llechryd in
particular. In addition there were clearly-defined periods of extraordinary success,
religious revivals when spiritual realities would engulf whole communities and
professions of faith multiplied.

The Methodist leaders made provision for the spiritual oversight of the fruit of their
labours by gathering the converts into local groups called 'society' or 'fellowship'
meetings. This became a hallmark of early Methodism - so much so that they were
known as 'The Society People'. They were usually to be found at places previously
visited by Harris. In 1745 they numbered about seventeen, and within five years the
number had grown to nearly sixty. Their purpose was to distinguish true from false
conversions, to monitor and nourish Christian experience and to encourage and
progress in godliness.

Undoubtedly, the most important figure was Howel Davies. Born about 1716 in
Monmouthshire, he was converted while serving as a schoolteacher at Talgarth
under the preaching of Howel Harris. He spent some time with Griffith Jones at
Llanddowror until his ordination as deacon in August 1739 to serve a curacy with
Rhys Howell at Llawhaden and Bletherston. On his ordination as priest a year later,
he served as curate to Griffith Jones at Llandilo Abercowin. He moved again in 1741
to be curate to Thomas Bateman at Llys-y-fran.

In May 1742 Davies began preaching in the neglected chapels at Llechryd and
Mounton. The following year complaints were made against him for irregularities,
such as administering communion to wandering parishioners. At that time his
preaching was described as 'with very great power' and Davies himself as 'amighty
Boanerges, and very industrious in preaching, both in churches, houses and fields'.
That same year Harris estimated congregations of 12,000 listening to Whitefield's
preaching at Llys-y-fran, and that Davies's usual congregation numbered from
seven to ten thousand!

On his marriage to Catherine Poyer in 1744 Davies went to live at Parke near
Whitland When she died he married Elizabeth White and went to live at Prendergast.
Together with other Methodist preachers Davies accompanied the Countess of
Huntingdon on a tour of S.Wales in 1748. During the following two decades he
preached in her chapels at Bristol, Bath and Brighton. Never physically robust, his



health problems curtailed his activities from time to time, but he was encouraged to
persevere with his preaching on one such occasion in 1767 by George Whitefield,
who called preaching 'the good Methodistical, thirty-year-old medicine'. After
Davies's death in 1770, his mantle fell on Daniel Rowland's son, Nathaniel, David
Jones, Llan-gan, and David Griffiths, Nevern.

Nathaniel Rowland was educated at Christchurch, Oxford, and served a curacy in
Stock, Essex, after his ordination in 1773. He married Margaret, the daughter of
Howel Davies by his second wife, Elizabeth, in September, 1776, at the church of
Henllan Amgoed, and they lived at her home at Parcau in comfortable financial
circumstances. Sadly, he failed to consolidate the work of his father-in-law,
confining the administration of the sacrament to Woodstock and Capel Newydd
when more locations should have been available for the converts. Largely due to his
arrogance and pride, the Tabernacle, Haverfordwest, was lost to the Methodists and
it later became an Independent cause. Rowland then set up a chapel in Bridge Street,
where some of the Tabernacle congregation faithful to Methodism joined him.
When he was expelled from the Methodist ranks by the Association in 1807 for
drunkenness, many of these left. He died in 1831 and was buried in Henllan Amgoed
cemetery.

Methodism laid strong emphasis on the personal and experiential aspects of
Christianity. It insisted on life and love as well as light and order. Its doctrinal
distinctiveness was in keeping with the Calvinist understanding of the sovereignty
of grace in salvation as determined by God, wrought by Christ's unique atonement,
and applied by God's Spirit through preaching. Effective supervision of the work
was made possible by preaching occasions, the use of able laymen, regular society
and 'Association' meetings. The first Monthly Association in Pembrokeshire was
held at Longhouse on 8th June 1743. In terms of practical morality, the Methodists
emphasised Sabbatarianism, family worship, all-round temperance, honesty and
truthfulness, the work ethic, thrift and respect for those in authority.

Some of the exhorters who came to prominence were John Harris (1704-63) of St..
Kenox, originally from Newport, an early supporter of Howel Harris, later joining
the Moravians; George Bowen; Thomas Meyler; and William Edwards. John Harris,
Ambleston (1722-88) was Howel Davies's right-hand man and supervised the work
in the county after his death until Nathaniel Rowland took over. His son Evan was
the only one from Pembrokeshire ordained by the Methodists at the first ordination
of ministers in 1811.

That ordination had wide implications: 1) Several sympathetic evangelical
clergymen left the Methodist ranks; David Griffiths, Nevern, William Jones, St.


