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Humphrey
God's Own Architect

David Farmer, The Remarkable
Life of John Humphrey, God's
Own Architect (Royal Institution
of South Wales, 1997) 48p. £3.50

It is a real pleasure to bring to the
attention of members this fine
study of one of the greatest of
Welsh chapel architects of the
Victorian era. It is based on
thoroughgoing research, no
library or archive or relevant
building having been missed, is
beautifully written and richly
illustrated. At £3.50 it is a
wonderful bargain, and members
of CAPEL who wish to add one of
the best studies of chapel archi-
tecture to their collection would
be well advised to send for their
copy without delay.

John Humphrey (without the s) was, by any standard, a remarkable man.
The only surviving son of a collier, who, being determined that his son
should not be put to the same dangerous and arduous occupation as he
himself, apprenticed him to a carpenter and joiner, and it was from such


