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NONCONFORMITY IN MONMOUTH

Monmouth in the late 16th and early 17th centuries was one of the strongest recusant areas in the
country. It was also one of the safest, being situated on the border between the diocese of Hereford
and the diocese of Llandaff, and the small Monnow river was easy to cross if any Catholic needed
to flee the wrath of one of the bishops - who in any case rarely agreed with each other. In addition,
the Jesuit headquarters were located a mere two miles up-river and the Augustinians were also very
close at Rockfield.

The situation changed somewhat in 1614 with the foundation by William Jones of the Haberdashers
Company of Monmouth School. The Teacher at the school also had duties as a Preacher or Lecturer
in the town and the first holder of the post, Richard Sedgwick, was a strongly radical puritan, as
were most of his successors up to the Civil War. The strongest Nonconformist group in the area
up to 1660 seems to have been the Quakers who had a graveyard at Pant. In 1676 a religious census
numbered 267 Conformists, 37 Papists and 25 Nonconformists in the town.
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