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TEMLAUADDOLIAD : TEMPLES OF DEVOTION

Members of CAPEL attending the Spring Meeting held at Aberystwyth
on 18 May were given the opportunity of viewing the exhibition
'Temlau Addoliad, Temples of Devotion' which was mounted in the
Central Hall of the National Library of Wales from 20 March to 22 June
1996. The exhibition, which celebrated the tenth anniversary OÍCAPEL,
featured the work of individual artists and photographers and also of
initiatives organised by local authorities.

The significance of the work of the late Commander A F Mortimer,
former Treasurer of the Society, was emphasised in our Newsletter 26
(Autumn 1995). In the exhibition, eighteen of his architectural drawings



were displayed. It was appropriate, in view of the venue, that five of the
drawings illustrated chapels in Ceredigion, with the three in
Aberystwyth including the vacated St Paul's and Seilo, demolished in
1995. Four drawings each depicted chapels in Merioneth and
Montgomeryshire, the two counties which had been extensively
surveyed by Commander Mortimer, and the remainder related to other
areas in both south and north Wales.

A larger group of 20 works by the artist John Smout, who is a member
of the Society, focused attention on chapels mainly located in the
vicinity of Llangollen, Ruthin and Rhosllanerchrugog.. Having studied
architecture, John Smout trained as a painter at Birmingham,
Stourbridge and Liverpool Colleges of Art. He taught art for many
years in Denbighshire and Clwyd and his work has been extensively
exhibited in one-man, joint and group exhibitions. He has sought, in
his depictions of chapel buildings to pay, in his own words, "a tribute
to the ingenuity of the builders and the foresight of the congregations
who were responsible for these chapels. These 'temples of devotion'
demonstrate a variety of solutions to the problem of providing a
suitable structure for worship, with these chapels reflecting the
optimism and confidence of the congregations for which they were
built".

John Smout was aware that some of the chapel buildings drawn by him
had ceased to function as places of worship. Stuart Ladd, a freelance
photographer living in Cardigan, his home town, has recorded over 70
converted chapels. He had studied Documentary Photography at the
Gwent College, Newport, and it was at this time, following a visit to the
Olympus Gym, formerly the chapel in Bridge St Newport, that his
interest developed in recycled churches and chapels. The exhibition
featured 20 of his photographs, with most of the converted chapel
buildings located in south Wales. (The exceptions were St Paul's
Abergele [KwikSave], Trinity Acrefair [Border Beds], a chapel in
Ffynnongroew [house], Sion Flint [printing works] and St John's
Connah's Quay [KwikSave]).

The exhibits also included thirteen photographs forming part of the
West Glamorgan project organised by the West Glamorgan Archives
Service. These illustrated chapels in Bonymaen, Cymer, Danygraig,



Gowerton, Mynydd Bach, Neath, Penclawdd and Port Talbot. From
Mid Glamorgan there were exhibited seven drawings of chapels in
Bargoed, Dowlais, Groeswen, Maesteg, Merthyr Tydfil and Treorchy,
which had been produced by a survey of all the pre-1918 Nonconformist
chapels in the county organised by the Council's Planning Department
between 1978 and 1981, using Manpower Services Commission funding.
(Further information on this survey may be seen in theNewsletter, 24,
Winter 1994.)

A touring version of this exhibition, comprising selected items from the
main components, is available for display.* The first showing was at
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Wales held at
Lampeter from 15 to 18 July.

D Huw Owen

* Further information is available from D Michael Francis, the
Exhibitions Officer at the National Library.

Visitors to the exhibition also welcomed the opportunity of v
Connexion's Heritage, the permanent exhibition of items from the
archives of the Presbyterian Church of Wales housed in the National
Library, and also, on video, the two television programmes On the
Chapel Trail, first broadcast by HTV on 26 November and 10 December
1995. These programmes were produced by Hywel Davies, a member
ofCAPEL, and presented by Professor Anthony Jones, one of the founder
members of the Society.

The most notable event of the afternoon was a memorable lecture by
Professor Jones, delivered to an invited audience of members of CAPEL
and of the Friends of the National Library of Wales to launch the new
edition of his book Welsh Chapels. The publication is a greatly extended,
indeed re-written and re-illustrated, version of the work first published
by the National Museum of Wales in 1984, and the lecturer held his
audience for two delightful hours of word and picture tracing the
history of Welsh Nonconformity through its buildings. (The new
edition of the book is published by Alan Sutton in association with the
National Museums and Galleries of Wales @£8.99)



Pictures from the 10th
Anniversary Exhibition

1. Dyffryn, Port Talbot
(West Glamorgan)

2. Rehoboth, Llangollen
(John Smout)

3. HanburyRoad.Bargoed
(Mid Glamorgan)

4. Bethania, Cynwyd
(A. F. Mortimer)


