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ANNUAL MEETING AT MOLD

Members attending the Annual General Meeting at Mold on 21 October gath-
ered in Capel Methodistaidd Pendref, which as its name suggests stands at the
top end of the market town. It forms an attractive visual stop to the High Street
in the same honey-coloured stone as the nearby church. The chapel was built in
1828 but the school-room where the meeting took place was added in 1905, when
the Sunday .School had 205 on its register.

A stained glass memorial window designed by Chris Bird-Jones which
was unveiled in the Daniel Owen Centre in the County Library the week
following CAPEI.'S visit.



After the business meeting, the Rev. Ifor ap Gwilyin, Abergele, the National
Eisteddfod official organist, spoke on the considerable contribution made by the
Mills family of Llanidloes to Nonconformist music and its publishing. He was
able to illustrate the development of some of our favourite hymn tunes on the
schoolroom piano. Members were then able to see the chapel interior next door,
with Vornon Hughes, Abcrgolo, providing the commentary for the day. lie was
impressed with the quality of the interior furnishings, the woodwork being in its
original varnished state and not painted as in some chapels. Although not a
large building, the architect had contrived a fairly spacious entrance porch.
Lunch was at the Bryn Awel Hotel, originally home of the family of Fred A
Roberts, an architect responsible for various domestic and public buildings in
the area but not, as far as is known, any chapels. The hotel is near the birthplace
of Daniel Owen (1836-95), the first popular novelist in the Welsh language and
the centenary of whose death was to be celebrated the week immediately
following the Capel meeting.

After lunch, members were able to see material concerning Daniel Owen's life
on a visit to the town's museum. Then came a walk to Bethesda, the Welsh
Presbyterian chapel which was the author's place of worship. The small cem-
etery contains the graves of his mentor, the Rev. Roger Edwards, and Angell
Jones, tailor, deacon of the chapel, Daniel's employer and basis for the character
Abel Huws in Hunangofiant Rhys Lewis. A plaque commemorating Daniel
Owen's connection with the chapel was to be unveiled later in the week.
Bethesda's rebuilding in 1863 with its impressive corinthian colonnaded front-
age was by the London architect W W Gwyther. Its interior is large but perhaps
a little less impressive. It is the most successful nonconformist cause in the town
today.

The lust visit was to Tyddyn Street United Reformed Church which was built in
the same year as Bethesda and by the same architect, but radically different in
style almost Anglican in atmosphere with its lancet windows. It originally had
a spirelet, now removed. The day's activities concluded at the Tyddyn Street
Chapel. Copies of the local information sheet can be obtained from the Society's
Chairman or Secretary.

R.K.M

Cyfarfod Cyffredinol Blynyddol

Cynhaliwyd lOfed Cyfarfod Cyffredinol Blynyddol y Gymdeithasynyr Wyddgrug
ddydd Sadwrn 21 Hydref 1995.

1) Croesawodd y Cadeirydd yr aelodau i Gapel Fendref.

2) Derbyniwyd ymddiheuriadau am eu habsenoldeb oddi wrth: David Barton,
Muriel Bowen Evans, y Parchedig R W D Fenn, Naomi Hughes, yr Athro a



Mrs leuan Gwynedd Jones, J R Jones, Donald Moore, J C Morgan, Eben
Phillips, Dr Dilys Quick, Ann Rhydderch, J B Sinclair, Neil Sumner a Mr a
Mrs V II Williams.

3) Derbyniwyd ac arwyddwyd cofnodiony9fed Cyfarfod Blynyddol agynhaliwyd
yn Aberystwyth ar y 15 Hydref 1994.

4) Adroddiad y Cadeirydd
i) Soniodd y Cadeirydd yn gyntaf am farwolaeth Cdr. A F Mortimer, Trysorydd

y Gymdeithas, ar 19 Mai 1995. Talodd deyrnged i'w waith a'r gefnogaeth
frwd a roddodd i'r Gymdeithas dros lawer o flynyddoedd. Safodd yr aelodau
mewn distawrwydd yn arwydd o'u parch.

ii) Yr oedd y Pwyllgor Gwaith wedi cyfarfod bedair gwaith yn ystod y flwyddyn,
gan groesawu dau aelod newydd, sef Mrs Dilys Glover, yr Wyddgrug, yn
cynrychioli Cymdeithas Cymdeithasau Hanes Teuluol Cymru, a'r Parchedig
J E Wynne Davies, Aberystwyth, yn cynrychioli Eglwys Bresbyteraidd
Cymru.

iii) Yn ystod mis Tachwedd 1994 cynhaliwyd cynhadledd ar gapeli segur yn yr
hen Eglwys Norwyaidd yng Nghaerdydd. Yn dilyn y Gynhadledd sefydlwyd
pwyllgor i astudio'r broblem o dan yr enw Gweithgor Capeli Segur Hanesyddol
Cymru. Cynrychiolydd CAPEL ar y gweithgor fydd Ms Elizabeth Evans.

iv) Adroddodd y Cadeirydd y byddai CAPEL yn dathlu ei lOfed penblwydd yn
ystod 1996 ac i nodi'r achlysur yr oedd arddangosfa o ddyluniadau a
ffotograffau o gapeli Cymru yn cael ei pharatoi gan staff y Llyfrgell
Genedlaethol. Bwriedir creu arddangosfa deithiol y bydd yn bosibl ei dangos
mewn nifer o wahanol leoliadau drwy Gymru.

v) Diolchodd y Cadeirydd i'r swyddogion eraill, i aelodau'r Pwyllgor ac i Mr
Alun Jones, golygydd y Cylchlythyr, am eu cefnogaeth yn ystod y flwyddyn.

5) Adroddiad yr Ysgrifennydd
i) Cynhaliwyd cyfarfod y Gwanwyn 1995 yng Nghanolfan Hanesyddol a

Diwylliannol Pontypridd ar 20 Mai. Bu'r cyfarfod ar ffurf Ysgol Ddydd ar
Gapeli Segur a drefnwyd ar y cyd gan CAPEL ac Adran Addysg Barhaol
Prifysgol Cymru, Coleg Caerdydd. Rhoddodd yr Ysgrifennydd deyrnged i
Philip Riden, cynrychiolydd Goleg Caerdydd, ac i Neil Sumner, cynrychiolydd
CAPEL am eu gwaith yn trefnu'r cyfarfod.

Treuliwyd y prynhawn yn ymweld â chapeli yng nghwm Rhondda.

ii) Gwnaethpwyd rhagbaratoadau i gynnal cyfarfod y gwanwyn 1996 ym mis
Mai yn y Llyfrgell Genedlaethol, Aberystwyth, i gyd-redeg ag agoriad
arddangosfa lOfed penblwydd CAPEL a chyhoeddiad' argraffiad newydd
diwygiedig o gyfrol Tony Jones Welsh Chapels.



iii) Ymgynghorwyd â'r Gymdeithas ar faterion cysylltiedig â chynllunio a
phynciau eraill yngl n â nifer o gapeli, yn eu plith Seilo Newydd, Gland r,
Abertawe; Graig Hill, Cross Ash, Trefynwy; Bethesda, Merthyr Tudful;
Ebenezer, Tonypahdy; Capel Annibynnol y Cymer, Porth; Capel Trerhondda,
Ferndale; a'r capel Presbyteraidd, Tre-fin, Sir Benfro.

iv) Yn ystod y flwyddyn cynhaliodd Cangen De-ddwyrain Cymru nifer o
gyfarfodydd, yn eu plith ymweliad â chapel y Bedyddwyr Hen D Cwrdd, Cefn
Hengoed.

v) Mynegodd yr Ysgrifennydd ei thristwch am farwolaeth ein Cyn-drysorydd,
Cdr Mortimer. Diolchodd i Mr Geoffrey Veysey am ei barodrwydd i ymgymryd
â'r swydd ac i'r Dr D Huw Owen a staff y Llyfrgell Genedlaethol am eu
cefnogaeth i'r Gymdeithas wrth argraffu a dosbarthu'n cyhoeddiadau i'r
aelodau. Diolchodd hefyd yn arbennig i Ms Elizabeth Evans am ei chyngor
a'i chymorth wrth ymateb i geisiadau am gyngor yngl n â chynllunio.

6 Adroddiad y Trysorydd Gweithredol
Ymgymerwyd dros dro â gwaith y Trysorydd wedi marwolaeth Cdr. Mortimer

gan DrIIuwOwen. Cyflwynodd DrOwenddatganiad o'rcyfrifon amy flwyddyn
hyd 31 Awst 1995 a mynegodd ei ddiolch i'r Athro leuan Gwynedd Jones am eu
harchwilio.

Talodd yntau hefyd ei deyrnged i'r diweddar Cdr Mortimer fel trysorydd
trefnus ac effeithiol a diolchodd i Mr J R Jones am ei waith yn archwilio'r cyfrifon
yn y gorffennol.

7 Ethol Swyddogion ac Aelodau'r Pwyllgor
Ail etholwyd Mr Kevin Matthias yn Gadeirydd a Miss Susan Beckley yn

Ysgrifennydd.
Etholwyd Mr Geoffrey Veysey, Pen-ar-lag, yn Drysorydd.
Etholwyd Mr Wyn Jones, Arberth, i lenwi un bwlch ar y Pwyllgor Gwaith.

Susan Beckley
Ysgrifennydd

Annual General Meeting

The 10lh Annual General Meeting of the Society was held at Mold on Saturday
21 October 1995.

1) The Chairman welcomed members to Capel Pendref, Mold.

2) Apologies for absence were received from David Barton, Muriel Bowen
Evans, the Reverend R.W.D.Fenn, Naomi Hughes, Professor and Mrs leuan



Gwynedd Jones, J.R.Jones, Donald Moore, J.C.Morgan, Eben Phillips, Dr
Dilys Quick, Ann Rhydderch, J.B.Sinclair, Neil Sumner and Mr & Mrs
V.H. Williams.

3) The minutes of the 9lh AGM held at Aberystwyth on 16 October 1994 were
accepted and signed.

4) Chairman's Report
i) The Chairman reported that Commander A.F.Mortimer, former Treasurer

of CAPEI,, had died on 19 May 1995. He paid tribute to Commander Mortimer's
work and the enthusiastic support that he had given to the Society over a
number of years. Members stood in silence as a mark of respect.

ii) The Executive Committee had met four times during the year. The Commit-
tee had been joined by two new members, namely Mrs Dilys Gloverof Mold,
representing the Association of Family History Societies in Wales; and the
Reverend J.E. Wynne Davies, representing the Presbyterian Church of
Wales.

iii) During November li)94 a conference on redundant chapels was held at the
Norwegian Church in Cardiff. As a result of this, a working party entitled
The Redundant Historic Chapels Working Group had been set up. CAPBL'B
representative on the working party was Ms Elizabeth Evans.

iv) The Chairman reported that CAPEL would celebrate its 10th Anniversary
during 1996, and, to commemorate this, an exhibition featuring drawings
and photographs of chapels was being prepared by staff at the National
Library of Wales. It was hoped that this would be a travelling exhibition
which would be staged at venues throughout Wales.

v) The Chairman thanked the other officers and committee members for
their support during the year, and paid particular tribute to the work of Mr
Alun Jones, Editor of the Society's newsletter.

5) Secretary's Report
i) The 1995 Spring meeting had been held at the Pontypridd Historical and

Cultural Centre on 20 May. The meeting had taken the form of a day-school
on "Redundant Chapels" organised jointly by OAI'KI, and the Department of
Continuing Education at UWC Cardiff. The Secretary paid tribute to Philip
Riden of UWC Cardiff and Neil Sumner ofCAPEL for their work in organising
this event.

The afternoon had been spent visiting chapels in the Khondda valley.

ii) Provisional arrangements had been made to hold the May 1996 Spring
Meeting at the National Library of Wales, Aherysl wyth to coincide with the


