DEITHAS TREFTADAETH Y CAPELI
THE CHAPELS HERITAGE SOCIETY

CYLCHLYTHYR / NEWSLETTER 26 HYDREF/AUTUMN 1995

1995 SPRING MEETING

Capel

REDUNDANT CHAPEL BUILDINGS

This year's Spring Mceting was held on 20" May in Pontypridd and the Rhondda Fawr and
took the form of a Day School, run in conjunction with the Department for Continuing Edu-
cation, University of Wales, Cardiff. This was a new venture for us which proved most suc-
cessful and enabled a number of people to make their first contact with CAPEL.

The subject of the Day School was the problem and the challenge presented by the increasing
number of redundant chapel buildings in Wales, arising from the disappearance or amalga-
mation of congregations. The current initiative towards a union of most Nonconformist de-
nominations within Wales will inevitably mean that there will be an even greater number of
chapels becoming redundant in the next few years. CapeL belicves that the survival in some-
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Tabernacl y Welsh Baptist Chapel, Pontypridd.
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thing like their original form of a significant number of these buildings, which are important
architectural and historical as well as religious components of the Welsh cultural heritage,
may depend upon their sensitive conversion to new uses,

About 80 people gathered at the Pontypridd Historical and Cultural Centre, itself a good
example of a successful conversion from the redundant Tabernacle Welsh Baptist Chapel, a
grade II listed building. The Centre's Curator, Brian Davies, gave us a warm welcome and
outlined the chapel’s history: built in 1861 to the design of its minister the Rev Edward
Roberts, it became redundant in 1982 and was subsequently acquired by Pontypridd Town
Council for conversion to its present use.

The opening speaker in the morning session was Matthew Saunders, Secretary of the Ancient
Monuments Society and Director of the Friends of Friendless Churches. In a stimulating talk,
Mr Saunders demonstrated his encyclopedic knowledge by showing a large number of slides
illustrating the range of possible ways of converting redundant religious buildings. He was
followed by Roger Wools, a chartered architect in private practice who has been appointed
by Cadw / Welsh Historical Monuments to chair its working party into church and chapel
redundancy. Both speakers regretted the destruction or poor conversion suffered by so many
redundant chapel buildings in the past but were extremely positive in their view of the poten-
tial that currently existed.

The two subsequent speakers discussed the means of raising the finance for conversion. Fe-
licity Workman, project officer with the Prince of Wales® Committee, had come to the Day
School as a delegate, but at an hour’s notice agreed to stand in for Margaret Bond of the
Wales Council for Voluntary Action, who had been taken ill. Ms Workman discussed some of
the basic questions which a congregation or other voluntary body needs to ask before em-
barking upon a project and how to go about applying for grant assistance. Phil Jayne from
Mid Glamorgan County Council, filling the difficult spot before lunch, outlined the many
sources of funding available from the public purse,

The morning session had over-run, so unfortunately questions and discussion had to be aban-
doned and the buffet lunch hurried. There followed an afternoon of visits to chapels in the
vicinity which had become redundant, several of which had undergone conversion in recent

years,

The first, the former Eglwys Bach Welsh Wesleyan Chapel, lies immediately adjacent to Tab-
ernacle, next to the river Taff, and has been very successfully converted into a doctors’ sur-
gery. We were kindly shown the interior by one of the partners in the practice and I believe all
were impressed at the way in which something of the intimate character of the interior has
been retained. The exterior of the 1889 building has been well restored, so that it is now one
of the most photogenic buildings in the area.

We the visited the former English Wesleyan Chapel, built in 1904, acquired by the local
authority in 1050, converted initially into a public hall but mor recently adapted as an arts
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Moriah (Trelew) '

Opened in 1880, it has a graveyard where
most of the first settlers are buried.

7 n_..’;_:.;._'_{r.._

Bethlchem (Treorcky)
Building works were completed in 1908. The
current chapel was preceded by two other
buildings, the first one erected in 1878 and
swepl away by the flood of 1899. It was the
only Baptist chapel in the valley.

Nazareth (Drofa Dulog)
The first building was probably erected in
1891. It is the only chapel where the pulpit is
located facing the entrance. Several prize
winning choirs came from this chapel.

Worship began in the homes of the neighbours
m 1870. In 1888 a gale destroyed the existing
chapel and a new one was built.
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Hen Gapel / Old Chapel (Gaiman)
Services started in 1875 in a stone chapel
near the railway station, which was damaged
by a gale. The present building, opened in
1884 was visited in 1899 by the then State
President J A Roca.
Bethel (Gaiman)

Inaugurated in 1914 next to the Old Chapel,
it was built during a religious revival in 1906.

Tabemacl (Trelew)
Built by railway workers in 1899 on land
donated by the railway company Originally a
Calvinistic Methodist Church.

Rawson .
It was preceded by the 'Small Chapel'. Erected
in 1881 on grounds donated by Mr Richard
Berwyn. It belongs to the Methodist
congregation. )






