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1995 SPRING MEETING

REDUNDANT CHAPEL BUILDINGS
This year's Spring Meeting was held on 20"' May in Pontypridd and the Rhondda Fawr and
took the form of a Day School, run in conjunction with the Department for Continuing Edu-
cation, University of Wales, Cardiff. This was a new venture for us which proved most suc-
cessful and enabled a number of people to make their first contact with CAPEL.

The subject of the Day School was the problem and the challenge presented by the increasing
number of redundant chapel buildings in Wales, arising from the disappearance or amalga-
mation of congregations. The current initiative towards a union of most Nonconformist de-
nominations within Wales will inevitably mean that there will be an even greater number of
chapels becoming redundant in the next few years. CAPEL believes that the survival in some-

Tabernacl y Welsh Baptist Chapel, Pontypridd.
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thing like their original form of a significant number of these buildings, which are important
architectural and historical as well as religious components of the Welsh cultural heritage,
may depend upon their sensitive conversion to new uses.

About 80 people gathered at the Pontypridd Historical and Cultural Centre, itself a good
example of a successful conversion from the redundant Tabernacle Welsh Baptist Chapel, a
grade II listed building. The Centre's Curator, Brian Davics, gave us a warm welcome and
outlined the chapel's history: built in 1861 to the design of its minister the Rev Edward
Roberts, it became redundant in 1982 and was subsequently acquired by Pontypridd Town
Council for conversion to its present use.

The opening speaker in the morning session was Matthew Saundcrs, Secretary of the Ancient
Monuments Society and Director of the Friends of Friendless Churches. In a stimulating talk,
Mr Saunders demonstrated his encyclopedic knowledge by showing a large number of slides
illustrating the range of possible ways of converting redundant religious buildings. He was
followed by Roger Wools, a chartered architect in private practice who has been appointed
by Cadw / Welsh Historical Monuments to chair its working party into church and chapel
redundancy. Both speakers regretted the destruction or poor conversion suffered by so many
redundant chapel buildings in the past but were extremely positive in their view of the poten-
tial that currently existed.

The two subsequent speakers discussed the means of raising the finance for conversion. Fe-
licity Workman, project officer with the Prince of Wales' Committee, had come to the Day
School as a delegate, but at an hour's notice agreed to stand in for Margaret Bond of the
Wales Council for Voluntary Action, who had been taken ill. Ms Workman discussed some of
the basic questions which a congregation or other voluntary body needs to ask before em-
barking upon a project and how to go about applying for grant assistance. Phil Jaync from
Mid Glamorgan County Council, filling the difficult spot before lunch, outlined the many
sources of funding available from the public purse.

The niorning session had over-run, so unfortunately questions and discussion had to be aban-
doned and the buffet lunch hurried. There followed an afternoon of visits to chapels in the
vicinity which had become redundant, several of which had undergone conversion in recent
years.

The first, the formerEglwysBach Welsh Wesleyan Chapel, lies immediately adjacent \oTab-
ernacle, next to the river Taff, and has been very successfully converted into a doctors' sur-
gery. We were kindly shown the interior by one of the partners in the practice and I believe all
were impressed at the way in which something of the intimate character of the interior has
been retained. The exterior of the 1889 building has been well restored, so that it is now one
of the most photogenic buildings in the area.

We the visited the former English Wesleyan Chapel, built in 1904, acquired by the local
authority in 1050, converted initially into a public hall but mor recently adapted as an arts



Moriah (Trclew)
Opened in I880, K has a graveyard where
most of the first settlers are buried.

Bethlehem (Trcorcky)
Building works were completed in 1908. The
current chapel was preceded by two other
buildings, the first one erected in 1878 and
swept away by the flood of 1899. It was the
only Baptist chapel in the valley.

Nazareth (Drofa Dulog)
The first building was probably erected in
1891. It is the only chapel where the pulpit is
located facing the entrance. Several prize
winning choirs came from this chapel.

Scion (Bryn Gwyn)
Worship began in the homes of the neighbours
in 1870. In 1888 a gale destroyed the existing
chapel and a new one was built.

Hen Gapel / Old Chapel (Gaiman)
Services started in 1875 in a stone chapel
near the railway station, which was damaged
by a gale. The present building, opened in
1884 was visited in 1899 by the then State
President J A Roca.

Bethel (Gaiman)
Inaugurated in 1914 next to the Old Chapel,
it was built during a religious revival in 1906.

TabemacI (Trelew)
Built by railway workers in 1899 on land
donated by the railway company Originally a
Calvinistic Methodist Church.

Rawson
It was preceded by the 'Small Chapel'. Erected
in 1881 on grounds donated by Mr Richard
Berwyn. It belongs to the Methodist
congregation.
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A CONGREGATION has saved a vil-
lage chapel from ruin by refurbishing
it themselves.

The three-year rescue plan for
Carrnel Chapel in Cefn Coed near
Merthyr Tydfil will officially be over
today.

But chapel-goers yesterday
mourned at the funeral of a devoted
worshipper whose faith started the
whole operation.

Volunteers have raised £20,000
towards the repair costs and carried
out work worth another £32,000 them-
selves.

Lay preacher John Kidgel said that
when he was called to help, the chapel
and its vestry looked as if it had been
hit by a bomb.

At first the small congregation and
their helpers concentrated on the
vestry. Then they started on the chapel
itself, hauling out the rotten pews "and
stripping the old plasterwork.

The total cost of the repairs came to
some £45,000 -.originally architects
said the work could not be done for
less than £77,000. Mr Kidgel and his
helpers managed to save thousands of
pounds by doing jobs themselves.

Carmel Chapel, built in 1844 and
now the only chapel holding services
in Cefn Coed, has been re-roofed and
modernised with new kitchen and toi-
let facilities.

SAVED: Carmel Baptist Chapel, Cefn Coèd

Services continuing
as chapel is rebuilt
SIR - 1 fully endorse your praise of the achievement of the
members of Carmel Baptist Chapel, Cefn Coed (The West- •
ern Mail, June 9). However, I would draw your attention
to a misleading statement contained in your article.

You state that Carmel is "now the only chapel holding
services in Cefn Coed." I can assure you that services are
held at Hen Dy Cwrdd Unitarian Chapel, Cefh Coed, reg-
ularly every Sunday.

Hen Dy Cwrdd, originally built 1747, is the oldest non-
conformist chapel in the Merthyr Tydfil area. It was re-
built in 1853 and in 1895, and is in the process of a further
rebuild.

A number of unfortunate setbacks,; coupled with van-
dalism, have caused delay, but plans for the final stage of
refurbishment are well in hand and ít is hoped that the
building will be in use again soon. In' the meantime, ser-
vices are held every Sunday in the school-room.

KENMORGAN .. , j
• Secretary, Hen Dy Cwrdd Unitarian Chapel,

Cefh Coed, Merthyr Tydfil. •

Well done to the volunteers who saved Carmel
SIR - Being an ardent chapel-goer, I feel I must ap-

plaud the volunteer workers of Carmel Chapel in Cefn
Coed who have made such a tremendous effort in saving

; their chapel from ruin by refurbishing it themselves.
• With many reports of chapels closing and becoming
derelict, I found it enormously refreshing to read Rob
Thomson's informative report — and particularly the head-
ing of the report, "Chapel rises from the dead thanks to

volunteer workers" (The Western Mail, June 9).
At one time chapels and churches were the focal point

in our communities. They were happy and peaceful days I
thought To my mind, we would do well to take up again
the Christian way of life. Moreover, let us give due respect
to church and chapel.

HAYDN LEWIS • . ' : . ' • ....'• " . . .
Pleasant View,. Cefn Cribwr, Bridgend.

The newspaper cuttings describing the restoration of Carmel, Cefn Coed, are taken from the
Western Mail of 9th and 13th June 1995. The account of the plight of Bethesda was published
in the South Wales Evening Post of April 17. Since that date we understand it has been
decided not to proceed with demolition but the chapel still stands empty, awaiting a new use.


