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RECORDING WELSH CHAPELS

Reports on Recent and Current Projects
[The Society’s committee decided recently that rather than produce
three issues a year of the Newsletter at irregular intervals, we
should publish only two numbers a year but that these should
appear regularly in late April and September. This year, since the
afternoon session of the Autumn meeting was to take the form of
progress reports on a number of chapel surveys, the various
speakers were asked to submit brief accounts of their surveys for
inclusion in the usual Local Information Sheet but as the
information contained in the reports is clearly not merely local it
has been decided to publish them as a third issue of the Newsletter
for 1994.]

A REGISTER OF CHAPELS
The need for a complete and comprehensive list of chapels in Wales
has been recognised for many years, but the means of carrying out
such an immense task has been a major problem. Capel, with its
wide membership throughout the Principality is seen as a viable
tool for such a project.

In 1990 discussions took place between officers of Cadw and Capel
concerning the increasing problems of redundant chapels and
chapels in poor repair, especially those of significant architectural
or historical interest which were not included in the statutory lists
and which therefore had no protection from demolition or
unsympathetic alterations or conversion; even chapels included on




the statutory lists or in conservation areas have not been fully
protected, by virtue of the ‘ecclesiastical exemption’The outcome
was an undertaking by Capel to prepare a comprehensive list of
every chapel in Wales.

A sub-committee was set up which included representatives from
the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in
Wales and the National Library to consider the best ways to carry
outthe project. At that time the National Library had just completed
alist of 5,500 chapels in Wales and the Royal Commission was about
toembark on an architectural study of religious buildings throughout
Wales. This was seen as an opportunity for collaboration at the
initial investigation stage which would benefit both the Royal
Commission and Capel : The Royal Commission needed to identify
initially those chapels most important for recording and Capel
wished toidentify those to be recommended to Cadw for consideration

for listing.

The sub-committee undertook a pilot study on Merioneth District in
1992- 93 in order to establish the best means of furthering the
survey throughout Wales. Many partial surveys have been carried
out in recent years on chapels in various parts of Wales and after
studying these it was concluded that the areas that needed to be
studied as a matter of urgency were Caernarvonshire, Anglesey,
Carmarthenshire, and parts of Breconshire and Montgomeryshire.

Help is therefore sought from members of Capel to carry out the
fieldwork for the preparation of the Register. A questionnaire has
been designed jointly by the Royal Commission and Capel and will
be most helpful to both bodies in assessing and selecting those
chapels which warrant further and more detailed recording as a
matter of urgency. Although the questionnaire may at first appear
lengthy it is simple and easy to complete and guidelines have been
prepared to help participants.

The Royal Commission has kindly offered to supply film and
processing facilities for all those prepared to photograph the chapels.
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Black and white film is being supplied as this is archivally stable.
The film is available from Mrs Hilary Malaws, RCAHM, Crown
Buildings, Plas Crug, Aberystwyth SY23 2HP.

If Capel members wish to discuss the project with members of the
sub- committee, they are most welcome to do so. Questionnaires are
available from the sub-committee chairman, Elizabeth Hall,
Monmouth Borough Council, Mamhilad House, Pontypool, Gwent,
NP4 0YL, or the editor of the Newsletter, Alun Jones, Bro Dawel,
Coedlan Iorwerth, Aberystwyth, Dyfed SY23 1EW.

Elizabeth Hall

Experiences of the Pilot Survey of Merioneth
When I was asked to contribute to thisleaflet, I glanced back at some
notes I wrote in November 1988 for Newsletter No.6. Happily,
another 200 chapels later they are still relevant although needing
amplification.

Essential equipment includes:

1. Transport 2. Telephone 3.0.S. 1:25000 maps (preferably 1sted.)
4. Denominational yearbooks 5. 1905 Royal Commission Appendix
for county concerned (with cross-references if possible to NLW
Indexof chapels) 6.Suitable measuring and photographicequipment.

The initial move is to try to identify and locate all chapels which are
still operating and then to make contact with chapel officers to
arrange access. Armed with blanks of the CAPEL questionnaire and
the RCAHM photographic log-sheet, tape-measure and camera a
pleasant and rewarding hour or two is then spent exploring each
selected chapel. By now it is obvious that the number of separate
chapels which can be recorded in one day is strictly limited and
depends also upon the distances involved. (My study of
Merionethshire averaged 5 chapels and about 120 miles per day).

It is probably worth repeating a warning against accepting without
question any casual information you may be given. Although normally
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