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LLOYD GEORGE AND NONCONFORMITY
THE CHAPELS OF LLANYSTUMDWY AND CRICIETH

Rear view of Moriah C.M Chapel, Llanystumdwy

Our Spring Meeting this year, held on 14 May in Llanystumdwy and
Cricieth, was largely centred on one of the most famous Welshmen of the
twentieth century. Lloyd George is no doubt better known for his political
achievements than as a pillar of Christianity but his background and
upbringing shed interesting lights on some aspects of Welsh Nonconformity.




We met in the Lloyd George Museum in Llanystumdwy, a monument to the
village’s most illustrious son which had been set up by local initiative in
1960, transferred to the County Council in 1980 and opened in a new
building in 1990.

The main speaker in the morning meeting was Mr Rufus Adams, Director
of the WEA in North Wales. He took as his subject ‘Lloyd George - the
formative years’, pointing out how important for L.G.’s career had been his
upbringing by his Scotch Baptist shoemaker uncle Richard Lloyd. Richard
was ambitious for his nephews and made sure they read enough to fit
themselves for one of the professions. But which profession? The ministry
of course was not a possibility as Scotch Baptists do not have a paid
ministry; teaching would be difficult as the village school was Anglican and
the headmaster would not accept Baptist pupil teachers; Lloyd George was
said to be ‘hopeless with his hands’ and so could not become a doctor. In
retrospect, it seems almost inevitable that he should

train as a solicitor.

In addition to instilling in him a sense of discipline, Lloyd George’s Scotch
Baptist background encouraged him to take the side of the underdog. It
seems that even within Nonconformity there was a stratification in
nineteenth century Welsh society. The Scotch Baptists were outsiders and
the parents of Margaret Owen were not happy when they learnt that their
daughter was interested in one of them. Our present social security system
perhaps owes more than we realise to the fact that Lloyd George was a

Scotch Baptist.

Following the lecture we crossed the road to view Moriah, the Calvinistic
Methodist chapel built in 1936 to the designs of Clough Williams-Ellis. This
is an attractive building of its time but with an exterior resembling a school
rather than a chapel. Its longer side faces the street but its entrance is in
one of the two semicircular apses on the gable ends. The interior is
particularly sparse in its furnishing, Mr Vernon Hughes drew attention to
the interesting window arrangement to achieve a balance of light and to the
proscenium arch which replaces the traditional imposing pulpit.

After a buffet lunch in the open air and a visit to Lloyd George's grave at
the riverside, the company drove on to Cricieth to visit two chapels
associated with the Lloyd George family. The first was the Campbellite
Pen-y-maes, where Richard Lloyd and his father Dafydd had served
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as pastors and which is now a private house. The conversion appeared to
have been carried out sensitively and one can still see in the garden the
stream which could be dammed when required for baptism. The second was
the much larger Berea which dates from 1886 and which joined the
mainstream Baptists in 1939. There we were addressed by Lloyd George's
nephew Dr W R P George who related a little of the chapel’s history,
including the occasion when Cricieth castle was struck by a thunderbolt
and one of the stones was thrown as far as the chapel, some 200 yards away.
Mr Vernon Hughes drew our attention to the way in which the round heads
of the windows were reflected in circle motifs throughout the chapel -in the
elegant but restrained plaster decorations of the ceiling and in the woodwork

of the pulpit and the pews.

Capel Pen-y-Maes, Pwllheli
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Interior of Berea Baptist Chapel, Pwllheli

Our last visit was to Seion, the large Welsh Calvinistic Methodist church
which originated in the walk-out from Capel Mawr of the Rev. John Owen,
four deacons and 120 members in 1889. They met originally in the English
chapel but by 1895 a new chapel had been built, seating about 650 and
costing £2040. Today it returns the hospitality of its early days by providing
accommodation after the Welsh Sunday morning service for the worship of
the English Presbyterian church.






