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VISIT TO RHOSLLANERCHRUGOG

The Annual General Meeting this year was held on Saturday, 17 October at
Rhosllanerchrugog in Clwyd.

Mount Pleasant (English Baptist) Ponciau

Rhos is a large industrial settlement in the ancient parish of Ruabon whose
population grew with the development of local coal mines and brickworks. Its boast
is that it is the largest village in Wales - never achieving urban status. Describing
Rhosllanerchrugog, Edward Hubbard in his Buildings of Clwyd notes its 'great
concentration of chapels'. In the 1905 Royal Commission on places of worship there
were twenty one: Welsh Wesleyan; English and Welsh Calvinistic Methodist;
Primitive Methodist; English and Welsh Congregationalist; and English, Welsh
and Scots Baptists.
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The annual meeting was held in the schoolroom (built in 1902) of Bethlehem Welsh
Independent chapel. The chapel's familiar name of Capel Bychan probably derives
from the small size of the original chapel built in 1812 on the same site. A new
chapel followed in 1839 with a further refurbishment and extension to provide an
additional two hundred seating places sixty years later. The annual meeting was
followed by a well-received illustrated lecture on Rhos chapels by Jon James, a
native of Rhos, and conservation officer of Clwyd County Council. After an excellent
lunch, the party led by Jon James visited ten chapels in Rhos, six of which were open
for members to examine the interiors. Among the chapels were the now closed
Bethel, Church of Christ or Disgyblion Crist in Campbell Street, and Soar, a Scots
Baptist chapel in Johnson Street which has retained its graveyard.

Penuel, the Welsh Baptist chapel in Market Street, the first on the tour, has 'an
exuberant brick and terracotta facade'. The mouldings are as good a catalogue as
any of the products available at the local brick and title making company of J C
Edwards and Sons. Inside the furnishings of the 1890 refurbishment are intact,
with the gallery fronts still varnished rather than painted as often seen today.

Ruabon brick was also the material used for Moriah, a former Welsh Presbyterian
chapel build in 1877 but now used as a Salvation army citadel. This chapel stands
between Rhos and Ponciau, a populous area not easily defined geographically but
whose houses, mostly also of Ruabon brick, were the homes of miners from the now
closed local collieries.

In Ponciau, the party visited Seion, the Welsh Baptist chapel in Bank Street. This
chapel by J G Owen was opened in 1901 at a cost of£2,500. It then had 166 members
many of whom had assembled in July 1890 with picks and crowbars to demolish the
previous chapel on the site and to clean the bricks for the rebuilding.

Across the road stands Bethel, a Welsh Presbyterian chapel, a daughter chapel of
Rhos's Capel Mawr, half a mile away. The building is now in need of refurbishment
which it is hoped will be achieved by means of grants and which will enable it to be
used for many functions not possible in the 'slightly arts and crafts' chapel built next
door in 1903. Mount Pleasant, the English Baptist chapel in Chapel Street was
built in 1891 also by J G Owen of Liverpool. It is also of Ruabon brick with lancets,
and incorporates on either side a minister's and a caretaker's house. The group was
impressed inside by a display of photographs of about thirty members of the chapel
who had died in the First World War, including three nurses.

The party when turned back up the steep hill to Rhosllanerchrugog passing Ponciau
Banks, an area extensively mined but levelled in the early 1930s by a scheme to
relieve unemployment, passing Calfaria, otherwise known as Concky chapel, a
Scots Baptist chapel, and Hill Street English Presbyterian chapel. The tour
concluded at Jerusalem or Capel Mawr, the Welsh Presbyterian chapel in Brook
Street with its impressive gallery and organ. This cause formed a church in 1770
with local members of the well-known cause at Adwy'r Clawdd, Coedpoeth. Their
first chapel had an earth floor and heather-thatched roof. Soon after, a larger
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