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PENRHYS UNITING CHURCH

BUILT 1992

Llanfair Penrhys is the name that has been given to this new church
that finds itself 1,500 feet above sea level on a hill dividing the Rhondda
Valleys into Rhondda Fawr and Rhondda Fach. The name is not a flight
of anyone's imagination because on the housing estate it is to serve
there is an ancient Celtic well and a Marian shrine, both of which date
back to the early Middle ages. For those with a more detailed knowl-
edge of South Wales the estate lies between Tylorstown and Ystrad
Rhondda. It has been described as set on a hillside where it seems to
rain horizontally.

A service of thanksgiving for the opening was held on Saturday, 29th
February 1992 and there were present representatives of many churches
and organisations who had made financial contributions to the project.
The service included a call to worship sung by Beverley Humphries,
readings and hymns in English and Welsh, an address by Father Robert
of Caldey and evening vespers sung by two priests of the Orthadox
Church, the Very Rev. Abbot Father Deiniol and the Very Revd.
Archimandrite Father Barnabas.

The story of Llanfair Penrhys is one of ecumenical effort to serve an
isolated community with few shops, few recreational facilities and high
unemployment. Though a church had been promised, it was never
built. At best there was a small group who gathered for worship in the
disused shop of the Community Centre and a few Pentecostalists who
met in a flat.

In 1971 the eight member churches of the Council of Churches for
Wales recognised the needs of the people of Penrhys and established a
presence on the estate. It took nine years to establish that presence and
in 1980 Malcolm Hill, an ordained minister began work there. He was
succeeded by Pat Parish and in 1989 the third encumbent John Morgans
followed on. In that year the pastorate became vacant, John Morgans
was leaving his office as Provincial Moderator for Wales of the U.R.
Church and he and his wife Norah chose to take up the work in Penrhys.
At the time the number of people who worshipped in that disused shop
could be counted in single figures. When last the shop was used the
place was packed to the gunnels with over 50 people, 50 children had to
meet separately.


