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CYFARFOD Y GWANWYN
SPRING MEETING

Cynhelir cyfarfod hanner blynyddol y gwanwyn eleni yn ysgoldy Eglwys Fethodis-
taidd y Trinity, Stanwell Road, Penarth ar 11 Mai, gan gychwyn am 10.30 a.m. Os
ydych am fynychu'r cyfarfod a fyddech garediced â llenwi'r ffurflen a amgaeir
gyda'r Cylchlythyr hwn a'i dychwelyd cyn 4 Mai i Mrs Valerie Bird, 1 Belle Vue
Terrace, Penarth, De Morgannwg, CF6 1DB.

The half-yearly spring meeting this year will be held in Trinity Methodist Church
schoolroom, Stanwell Road, Penarth on Saturday 11 May, starting at 10.30 a.m. If
you wish to attend the meeting please complete the form enclosed with this issue of
the Newsletter and return it before 4 May to Mrs Valerie Bird, 1 Belle Vue Terrace,
Penarth, South Glamorgan, CF6 1DB.

LLWYNRHYDOWEN

Cynhelir cyfarfod ar y cyd gyda Chymdeithas Hynafiaethwyr Ceredigion yng
Nghapel Newydd Llwynrhydowen, Rhydlewis, Dydd Sadwrn 13 Gorffennaf am
10.30 a.m.

Traddodir darlith gan y Parchedig Elwyn Davies, Y Coleg Coffa, Aberystwyth ar
LLWYNRHYDOWEN:CANOLFAN RADICAL!'AETH.

Ar ôl y cyfarfod bydd cyfle i gael cinio gerllaw ac i yinweld â Hen Gapel
Llwyrhydowen, sydd bellach yn amgueddfa.

A joint meeting with Ceredigion Antiquarian Society will be held in the Llwynrhydowen
New Chapel, Rhydlewis, on Saturday 13 July at 10.30 a.m.

A lecture will be delivered by the Reverend Elwyn Davies, The Memorial College,
Aberystwyth, on LLWYNRHYDOWEN: A CENTRE OF RADICALISM.

After the meeting there will be opportunity to have lunch nearby and to visit the
Llwynrhydowen Old Chapel, which is now a museum.
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CHAPELS AND RELIGION IN THE VALLEYS

On 12 February at the Pontypridd Historical and Cultural Centre Mr Alwyn J.
Williams, the recently retired Mid Glamorgan Planning Officer, addressed the
South-Easl Wales Group on the lopic of 'Chapels and Religion in the Valleys',
showing how Nonconformity had shaped the culture of the Valley communities and
chapel buildings had contributed to the townscape of the region.

After a brief survey of Nonconformity in the area and the history of the different
denominations, showing the important roles played by the Sunday school, the
revivals, the temperance movement and the tradition for music and singing, he
described the varied architectural styles of the chapels, showing how these often
reflected the amount of money available and how the same builders' work can often
be traced in the chapels and in neighbouring industrial sites.

He explained how his interest in the topic had developed from a 1978 MSC-funded
scheme under which Mid Glamorgan had recruited young people tocarry out a survey
which covered 636 chapels. Measured drawings were produced of these buildings,
and information on the history of about two thirds of this number was assembled.
This magnificent archive, recording the state of chapels in Mid Glamorgan in 1978
is now lodged in the care of the Glamorgan Record Office.

Mr Williams then turned to his collection of slides to illustrate a variety of chapel
styles and the variety of different uses to which redundant chapel buildings had been
put. Of particular note were successful conversions to residential use, community
centres, museums, and inter-denominational use.

Mr Williams left his audience with several thought-provoking questions:

1. Will religion be as important a force on the development of the Valley

communities in future?

2. Is there a need for so many chapels, or indeed for all those denominations?

3. Should not consideration be given to selling those chapels that are no longer
viable, so as to concentrate on the maintenance of a reduced number?

4. When selling chapels surplus to requirements, should there not be a restricting
covenant placed on the sale to ensure the conversion to be more appropri-
ate to the original purpose of the building than has often been the case? No
more conversions into Bingo Halls or Night Clubs.

5. Finally, should we not make a concerted effort to make religion and chapels,
together with Sunday Schools, more attractive to parents and children so
that they can again have the influence on the life and conduct of the
community which will counteract the poor behaviour and materialistic
attitudes of the present day?



SIWRNAI O GWMPAS CAPELI CWM RHONDDA

[A minister of the Presbyterian Church of Wales maps the chapel scene in the
Rhondda by taking us on a guided tour of the Valley from Blaen-y-Cwm in the North
to Porth in the south, pointing out the thirty-five or so chapels which have been
demolished or converted to other use (mainly flats or old peoples homes), largely in
the last seven years].

Pan awn ar daith drwy Gwm Rhondda, mae'r bylchau niferus yn yr adeiladau ar hyd
ystrydoeddynmynnueinsylw. Bethaddiflannodd? Beth achosodd y gwagle? Pam
alla'i nawr weld y mynydd? Dacw adeilad newydd yn codi fan'na! Beth, tybed, oedd
yno o'r blaen? A'r ateb bron bob tro yw capel!

Yr wyf wedi ceisio llunio map i egluro'r newid. Digwyddodd y rhan fwyaf o'r hyn
a nodwyd yn ystod y saith mlynedd ddiwethafyma. Mae'rchwalfa ar raddfa helaeth
anhygoel pan ystyriwch mai rhyw naw milltir yw hyd y Rhondda Fawr o'r Porth i
Flaen-y-cwm.

Nid yw'r map yn holl-gynhwysfawr. Map ydyw sy'n cyfleu yr hyn a welaf i ac a
glywaf i ar fy siwrnai o ddydd i ddydd ar hyd y cwm, wrth fy ngwaith fel gweinidog
gydag Eglwys Bresbyteraidd Cymru.

Byddai'n gwneud taith diwrnod ddiddorol iawn, gan gychwyn ym Mlaen-y-cwm
wrth droed Mynydd y Rhigos o gorffen ym Mharc Treftadaeth y Rhondda yn
Nhrehafod, ar safle hen waith glo Lewis Merthyr.



MYNYDD Y RHIGOS

BLAENRHONDDA

BLAEN-Y-CWM
HOREB (EBC)

Tai Rhondda wcdi cadw'r allanolion
a chrcu cartrc licnocd oddi mcwn.
Aelodau Horcb yn addoii yn adcilad
newydd y Mcthodistiaid Sacsncg.
Cliwalwyd hwnnw yn ddiwcddar.

CWMPARC

HERMON (A)

PENTRE
Capel wcdi'i ddymchwel ar ochr
isaf y saflc diwydiannol.
Cymdcithas dai yn codi fflatiau.

MORIAH
(wcdi newid dwylo yn

ddiweddar)

NASARETH (EBC)
Y capel a ' rddau d wcdi'u dymchwel.
Cymdcitlia.s dai yn codi uncdau i'r
hcnoed.

TREHERBERT

TREORCI
GOSEN (EBC)

Yr adeilad ar ei draed. Swydd-
fcydd oddi fewn. Y t capel yn
feddygfa.

BETHANIA (A)
wedi'i ddymchwel. Y safle yn
nwylo cymdcithas dai.

NODDFA (B)
Wedi'i ddymchwel. Y safle'n
wag. Y tu 61, safle arall yn
wag lie bu capel Bedyddywr
Saesneg.

Wedi mynd heibio i
BETHLEHEM (EBC) a'r dafarn
ar y chwith - tÿ newydd preifat
ar safle capel.

EGLWYS SANT PEDR

SEILO (A)
Y capel wedi'i ddymchwel -
fflatiau ar y safle. Y
festri'n addoldy.

SWYDDFEYDD CYNGOR RHONDDA



GELLI
Capel wedi'i
ddymchwel, y
saflc'n wag.
Un arall yn
fflatiau.

CWM CLYDACH
SOAR (A)
Cartre henoed
preifat
LIBANUS (EBC)
'Boys' club'

PENYGRAIG
EGLWYS LLANFAIR
wedi'i dymchwel;
tai annedd yno.

SOAR (B)
y capel yn ganolfan
gymdeithasol; y
gynulleidfa'n addoli
yn y festri fawr yng
nghefn yr adeilad.

TON PENTRE
Safle hen eglwys Dyfodwg.
yr hen adeilad wedi'i
ddymchwel; adeilad
newydd yno

HERMON (B)
Y capel wedi'i ddymchwel.
Fflaliau henocd yno; y
festri wedi'i haddasu.
Dau gapel en fawr -

BETHESDA (A) a
\ JERUSALEM (EBC)

- a chapel Saesneg yn
agos.
Capel arall yn fflatiau.

LLWYNYPIA
SALEM (A) wedi'i
ddymchwel. Adeilad
newydd ar y safle.

CALFARIA (B)"
wedi cau ond yn
sefyll

TONYPANDY
JERUSALEM (B)
fflaliau henoed
ZION (Methodist Saesneg)
wedi'i addasu. Hefyd yn
ganolfan Methodistiaid y j
cylch, wedi chwalu'r
Central Hall.
EGLWYS DEW1SANT C
a fu'n addoldy i'r Cymry
yn eiddo i'r Egiwys
Aposiolaidd

MORIAH (B) wedi cau;/
trafodaethau ar hyn o
brydynglýn â'i
ddyfodol.

YSTRAD
Capel Saesneg (W)
newydd ci ddymchwcl
Capel 'Heol Fetch'
(EBC) yn 'Boys' Club'
ers blynyddoedd
Saflc NODOFA (B)
yn fflatiau henoed.
ers blynyddoedd.
BODRINGALLT (A)
ncwydd ei ddymchwcl,
y safle'n wag.

TREALAW
Addoldy Byddin yr
Iachawdwriaeth wedi
ei ddymchwel

Týarsaflehen
gapel y Bedyddwyr
ARMEL (B.Saes.)
ar y farchnad
A1N0N (B.Cym.) wedi
ei wedd-newid yn
addoldy Efcngylwyr
SE1ON (EBC)
Y safle'n wag a'r
capel yn Japan.

RHONDDA FACH

YNYSHIR
MORIAH (EBC)
ar ei dracd ond yn
wag ers blynydd-
ocdd; yr organ
ym METHAN1A
Tonypandy.


