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NEWSLETTER/CYLCHLYTHYR 10 GWANWYN /SPRING 1990

Cynhelir Cyfarfod y Gwanwyn yng nghapel Bethesda, Barn Street, Hwlffordd
ar 12 Mai 1990.

The Spring Meeting will be held at Bethesda Baptist Chapel, Barn Street,
Haverfordwest on 12 May 1990.

Cynhelir Cyfarfod yr Hydref yn Llanfyllin, Powys, ddydd Sadwrn 13
Hydref, 1990.
Dechreuir gyda'r Cyfarfod Blynyddol Cyffredinol yn Eglwys Annibynnol
Pendref am 11.00 o'r gloch ac yna wedi pryd ysgafn yn ysgoldy Capel
Presbyteraidd Moreia, ceir taith bws o gwmpas nifer o gapeli gogledd Sir
Drefaldwyn i weld yn arbennig y rhai sydd â chysylltiad â'r emynydd Ann
Griffiths.

The Autumn Meeting will be held in Llanfyllin, Powys on Saturday, 13
October, 1990.
The Annual General Meeting will take place in Pendref Independent Chapel
at 11.00 a.m. and this will be followed by a buffet lunch in the schoolroom of
Moreia Presbyterian Chapel and a coach tour of some chapels in north Mont-
gomeryshire, with an emphasis on the life of the hymn-writer Ann Griffiths.

WEST GLAMORGAN BRANCH

Meetings of the Branch under the chairmanship of Mr J. Harrison were held
at Ebeneser Newydd Chapel, Henrietta Street, Swansea on 6 November 1989
and 6 February, 1990. The following reports were made on the present
situation and recent developments affecting chapels in the area:
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1. Meeting held on 6 November 1989

HOREB, MORRISTON. A 'first notice' had already been served on the
owners of the building to preserve its features, and as yet there had
been no application to demolish. If an enquiry into the fate of the
building were to be held in the future, then CAPEL might be called
upon to give evidence as to the architectural value of the building.

CALFARIA, RAVENHILL. It was noted that although the chapel would be
demolished for road widening, the vestry would be kept and used
for worship. Some graves would have to be moved.

SARON, GENDROS. The chapel had been closed and recently sold as an Old
People's Home, and its organ was to be incorporated into the Home
as a feature. The Secretary was asked to see the Rev. Siôn Alun to
enquire as to the future of the memorial tablets inside the chapel and
also to ask whether any photographs had been taken.

MYNYDD-BACH. Members were anxious that the building should be
properly photographed. Members were assured that it was possible
for a chapel to make an application for a grant for repairs even
though it was not 'listed' officially. Various useful suggestions were
made for getting the buildings photographed and for making repro-
ductions of the historic photos in the chapel collection.

MANSELTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH. Structural difficulties had
necessitated demolition of this chapel and it was intended to rebuild.
Members felt that a polite request should be made to try to ensure
that the new chapel would be rebuilt in a fine and worthy manner.

CAPEL Y BARAN, LLANGYFELACH. A delegate from this chapel had
come to the previous meeting. Mrs Mascetti had in the meantime
visited Baran, and gave a report on the state of the building and its
graveyard.

SILOH, LANDORE. It was reported that Old Siloh had been used for
commercial purposes for many years, and it had recently been
repainted and re-furbished, but the schoolroom which had been
used as an academy for training preachers in the early 19th century
was in a deteriorating state. The Secretary agreed to write on the
matter of the old schoolroom (Y Coleg) to CADW.



SILOAM, PENTRE ESTYLL. Members expressed concern at the further
deterioration of this chapel building. The Chairman was asked to
contact several members of the Siloam congregation with a view to
obtaining information concerning the future of the building.

HOREB, LOUGHOR. This chapel had now closed, the congregation now
worshipping in a neighbouring chapel. The Secretary was asked to
write and ask CADW to photograph the excellent interior of the
chapel. The archivist was asked to enquire as to the fate of the chapel
records.

EBENESER, LLANSAMLET. The Chairman had been much in contact with
the congregation, who were now taking steps to rebuild their prem-
ises after a fire. The Evening Post had given good publicity to the
disaster and as a result the Appeal Fund for the rebuilding was going
well.

BRUNSWICK CHAPEL, SWANSEA. Some structural alterations to the
Victorian facade were reported.

BETHESDA, BRITON FERRY. The future of this chapel was discussed, in
view of its association with the hymnwriter Mary Owen and the
musician D. Afan Thomas, and it was decided that its deteriorating
state should be reported by the Secretary to CADW as soon as
possible.

GRAVEYARDS

The state of chapel graveyards was discussed and Miss S. Lewis gave
information of various schemes which might be able to help to keep them in
a more sightly and tidy state, such as the 'Living Churchyard' project under
the care of Miss Eve Dennis of the Nature Conservancy. Information on the
project could be had from Church and Conservation Project, Arthur Rank
Centre, National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire. Another
project mentioned was that of Shell Better Britain Campaign, Nature Conser-
vancy Council, Westminster House, Peterborough.

ARCHIVES

Miss Beckley the West Glamorgan Archivist reported on chapel archives,
notably the deposit at the County Archives of the MSS of Maesyrhaf Chapel,
Neath, a rich collection covering the period from 1800 to 1950. It was
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reported that Bethesda Baptist Minute book had been deposited at the
National Library of Wales. The Secretary reported that he had collected the
archives of Penuel (Presbyterian Church of Wales) Llanmorlais, and had
placed them in the National Library at the request of the church. Photo-
graphs of Penuel taken by one of the members, Mrs Measday of Llanrhidian,
had been sent by the Secretary to the National Monuments Record at
Aberystwyth.

CHAPEL FURNISHINGS

A long discussion on possible incorporation of chapel windows, tablets etc.
into new buildings brought to members' attention how often this had been
done with the fittings of Swansea chapels.

2. Meeting held on 6 February 1990

HOREB, MORRISTON. There was a long discussion on the rapidly deterio-
rating condition of the empty building, its moststrikingarchitectural
feature, the rear wall, being in danger of collapsing onto St. David's
Church below.

CALFARIA, RAVENHILL. The vestry was damaged in the storms of
January and February.

MYNYDD-BACH. It was reported that Miss S. Lewis had had reproductions
made of the important 1865 photograph of the chapel and that a copy
would be forwarded to the National Monuments Record at Aber-
ystwyth.

SARON, GENDROS. Dr. Morgan stated that some of the church documents
were in the hands of members of the congregation; and that he had
photographs which would be forwarded to the National Monu-
ments Record.

MANSELTON U.R.C. A photographic record of the church has been made
and the old records are well cared for. No plans for a new building
have yet been formulated.

SILOAM, PENTRE ESTYLL. The church was not in use but the building was
being looked after by a caretaker. The roof had suffered some
damage during the storms.


