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Cynhaliwyd Cyfarfod Blynyddol llwyddiannus iawn ym Merthyr Tudful ar
14 Hydref a chyflwynir manylion am ddigwyddiadau'r dydd yn y rhifyn
hwn.

Paratowyd y rhifyn yn ystod absenoldeb y Golygydd, sydd ar hyn o bryd yn
yr Unol Daleithiau. Bydd ef yn casglu deunydd yn y Flwyddyn Newydd ar
gyfer y rhifyn nesaf, ac mi fydd yn croesawu cyfraniadau (i'w danfon iddo
ef neu'r Ysgrifennydd cyn 15 Chwefror 1990).

A very successful Annual General Meeting was held in Merthyr Tudful on 14
October and details of the day's events are presented in this issue.

The issue was prepared during the absence of the Editor, who is at present in
the United States. He will be collecting material in the New Year for the next
issue and contributions should be sent to him, or to the Secretary, before 15
February, 1990.

SIR WILLIAM BEDDOE REES (1877-1931)

The reference in Newsletter 7 to the closure and uncertain future of Tabor,
Maesteg, brings to mind the remarkable career of its architect, W. Beddoe
Rees. The son of a Maesteg businessman who was secretary of Bethel English
Baptist Church in the town, Beddoe Rees was trained as an architect,
qualified as A.R.I.B.A. and settled in Cardiff about 1900 He did not design
terraced houses and business premises - the bread-and-butter of most young
Cardiff architects of the time - but seems to have specialised in chapels. In
fact, he published one of the few manuals on chapel architecture: Chapel
building: hints and suggestions. It was meant for the guidance of ministers
and deacons, and it included illustrations of several of the author's own



designs (not all of which had actually been executed). Beddoe Rees's practice
extended into many parts of Wales, as the list below shows, although clearly
he found most of his work in the South Wales coalfield and ports. He was
well placed to take advantage of the last surge of chapel building, following
the 1904-5 Revival.

About the beginning of.the First World War he gave up private practice to
become managing director of Welsh Garden Cities Ltd., the organisation
which built "garden villages" in several of the industrial valleys of South
Wales, e.g. Gilfach Goch. But during the War he became responsible for
canteens and social welfare schemes under the Ministry of Munitions, for
which he was knighted in 1917. He nevertheless retained an interest in
nonconformist affairs, serving as joint treasurer and president of the Na-
tional Free Church Council. After the War, Beddoe Rees's business interests
expanded into shipping and collieries, and by the early 1920s he had become
a wealthy man, living in style at Ty-mynydd, Radyr. He sat in the House of
Commons as Liberal M.P. for Bristol South, 1922-29, but in 1930 was ad-
judged bankrupt. Altogether an extraordinary career for a chapel architect;
it deserves a fuller study.

The following is a list of the chapels that Beddoe Rees is known to have
designed; there must be many others.

Abertillery: Ebenezer Baptist - schoolroom only (1905).

Blaengarw: Mount Zion English Baptist (1904).

Caerphilly: Van Road Congregational (1903).

Cardiff: Plasnewydd English Calvinistic Methodist (1900-1).
Windsor Place English Congregational (1900-1).
Pentyrch Street English Baptist (1905).

Glyncorrwg: Nebo Welsh Independent (1904).

Llandrindod Wells: St. John's Wesleyan Methodist (1907).

Llandudno: Ebeneser Welsh Wesleyan Methodist (1909).

Llanhilleth: Glandwr Baptist (1905).
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Maesteg: Wesleyan chapel (1903?).
Hope English Baptist, Caerau (1905).
Tabor Welsh Calvinistic Methodist (1908).
Bethania Welsh Baptist (1908).
Bethel English Baptist - vestry and hall only.

Penclawdd: Bethel Welsh Independent (1910).

Pontypool: Pen-y-garn Baptist - schoolroom and extension to chapel

(1905).

Resolven: Tabernacl Welsh Calvinistic Methodist (1904).

Swansea: Mount Calvary English Baptist, Manselton (1909).

Whitchurch (Glam.): Ararat English Baptist (1914-15).

Sources: Who's who in Wales (Cardiff, 1921); Who's who of British
members of Parliament, vol. HI, 1919-45 (Brighton, 1979); Brinley Richards,
History of the Llynfi Valley (Cowbridge, 1982); W.B. Rees, Chapel building
(Cardiff, 1903); Baptist handbooks.

Brian LI. James,
Cardiff.

'SAINT YNTEU SATANWYR'?

Dyma oedd y ddadl fawr ynghylch y Mormoniaid (neu 'Eglwys Iesu Grist o
Saint y Dyddiau DiwethaP yn swyddogol) yng Nghymru ar ganol y 19G.

Sefydlwyd yr Eglwys hon gan Joseph Smith, ieuv a'i ddilynwyr cyntaf yn
nhalaith Efrog Newydd, U.D.A., rhwng 1827-30. Erbyn 1837 roedd rhai o'i
chenhadon eisioes ar waith yn swydd Caerhirfryn, Lloegr. Gwelir, felly, mai
eglwys egniol, genhadol f u hi erioed; ac nad peth newydd y w'r gol wg a gawn
o dro i dro ar lanciau glanwedd y ffydd yn troedio'r strydoedd a'r ystadau
- tai heddiw.
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UDGOltN SEION,

RniF. 28.] GOUlMlENAi' 29, 1854. [CVP. VII.

'CYMMANPA DDWYREINIOL MORGANWG.

[Paihail o diui 43].]
•

SJXWADAU Y LLTWVDD JONBS.

llanner awr toerfí dau.—Y Llywydd a lawcnlúiai witli wcled
• cynnifer wedi dyfod yngliyd. Gobeitbiaf na-siomir.neb(niedd.
ai), ond y mwynlieir Ysbryd Duw y prydnawn liwnetto, felyn

• y boreu; ' Yr Arglwydd a'n liarweinio i siarad o dan ddylan-
. Ian wad Ei Ysbryd Glân er gogoniant i'w enw.

Y mae cymmaint o betliau i'w dweyd, a chymmaint o awydd •
i chwithau i glywed yr oil, fel y mae yh gryn anliawsdra;
ddewia y pethau goreu, a mwyaf anghcnrlieidiol i'w dweyd.

Dyben y dyn gonest wrth ymgrefydda yw cael gafael mewn
nefoedd, a'i brif amcan yw mwynbau holl wrthrychau ei eerclu
Canol-bwynt sugndyniad holl gref/ddau ein gwlad, yw y nef-
oedd. Mae gan y Saint amcan.i fwynhau llawer nefoedd, ac
hi chredant, fel rbai, mai un nefoedd yn unig eydd i'w chad, a

•honòynun ysbrydol,heb un mwyuhad o betliau sylweddol
jnddi, ond i~fatho nefoedd tu draw i*r môr yna y mae sugn-
dynfa y Saint yn gyntaf. Mawr fel yr bofla rhai glywed am
Reion, Ue y preswyliant mewn heddweh, wrth ben eu digoi^
I.lawer o ddyegwyliad sydd mewn Cymmanfa fel lion, i gly ed
um y mwyniant eydd yno, n'r ddysgeidiaeth werthfawrn geir
J>no, cr cu cymliwyso i oddef presennoldeb lean Griit pan

, Od«w yn ei ogoniant, a pha fodd y deuant allan yn yr »dgyf»
^ . at »• [mis ig. •• •"'


