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NEWSLETTER/CYLCIILYTHYR 8 SUMMER/HAF 1989

CYFARFOD BLYNYDDOL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Cynhelir Cyfarfod Blynyddol Capel ar ddydd Sadwrn y 14fed Hydref, 1989
am 11.00 o'r gloch yng Nghapel Seion, Twynyrodyn, Merthur Tudful.
Yn dilyn, cyflwynir darlith fer â sleidiau gan Mr Martin Snead a threfnir
ymweliadau â nifer o gapeli'r dref yn y prynhawn.

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held on Saturday, 14th Oc-
tober, 1989, in Seion, Twynyrodyn, Merthyr Tudful, at 11 o'clock.
Following, there will be a brief illustrated lecture by Mr Martin Snead and ar-
rangements are being made to visit a number of chapels in the town in the
afternoon.

CHAPELS OF CLWYD

(Denbigh Meeting, 13 May 1989)

The Spring meeting of the Society at Denbigh opened with a talk on the
Chapels of Clwyd by Jon James, the Conservation Architect for the county.
Aiming to dispel the prevailing impression that the Welsh chapel is no more
than an uninteresting god-box, he began with a wide-ranging account of the
sociological and religious background to the buildings, tracing the history of
Protestantism and Nonconformity from Luther and Zwingli through John
Penry, Morgan Llwyd and Walter Cradoc to Howel Harris and the mush-
room growth of Calvinistic Methodism in the nineteenth century.
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meetings had been held in a barn on Beacon's Hill. A chapel 10 yards square
was built on the site and had to be extended in 1805 and 1813. A new chapel
measuring 20 yards by 24 was erected in 1828 but in 1880 this was closed for
a year for alterations and renovation costing £2,000, including refronting and
reseating the chapel and replacing the square-shaped gallery by a semi-cir-
cular one.

Swan Lane Independent Chapel. [4] The first Dissenting meeting house in
Denbigh was built on the site in 1742. By 1769 it became necessary to add a
gallery and in 1812 the chapel had to be rebuilt at a cost of £900. It was
completely rebuilt again in 1839. A new gallery, pulpit and seating were
installed in 1875 and a schoolroom was added in 1907.

Y CAPEL BACH

Trefnwyd nifer o gyfarfodydd llwyddiannus ym mis Mehefin i ddathlu
hanner-canmlwyddiant ail-adeiladu capel Ebeneser, Penparcau, ger Aber-
ystwy th. Traddodwyd darlith ar 'Y Capel Bach' gan yr hanesydd enwog, Dr
Geraint H Jenkins, a fagwyd yn Ebeneser. Tynnodd sylw at nodweddion
arbennig hanes y capel ers sefydlu Ysgol Sul yn 1812 mewn pentref a dyfodd
yn aruthrol o ran poblogaeth yn ystod y ganrif hon.
Cyhoeddwyd y ddarlith mewn cyfrol ddeniadol sy'n cynnwys casgliad
diddorol o ffotograffau. Dangoswyd y rhain mewn arddangosfa a drefnwyd
adeg y dathliadau ac maent yn darlunio'r hen gapel, y capel newydd, rhai o
gymeriadau amlycaf Penparcau a datblygiad y pentref.

A number of successful meetings were arranged in June to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the re-building of Ebeneser chapel, Penparcau near Aber-
ystwyth. A lecture on 'Y Capel Bach' was delivered by the distinguished his-
torian, Dr Geraint H Jenkins, who was brought up in the chapel. He drew
a ttention to significant features in the history of the chapel since the establish-
ment of a Sunday School, in 1812, in a village whose population has grown
remarkably during this century.
The lecture was published in an attractive volume which contains a fascinat-
ing collection of photographs. These were displayed in an exhibition
mounted during the anniversary celebrations, and they illustrate the old
chapel, the new chapel, some of the more notable characters of Penparcau
and the development of the village.


