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EDITORIAL

There have been several important changes in the CAPEL Executive
Committee since the last Newsletter. At the AGM held in Llandrindod
last month, Miss Ann Rhydderch was appointed to the Chair in place
of Dr. Prys Morgan who had announced his retirement having served
in that capacity for 2 years. A new Secretary was also appointed,
namely Dr. Huw Owen of the National Library of Wales; and two new
Committee members were chosen, Mr. John Mortimer, Llanfyllin and
Mr. Alun Jones, Aberystwyth.

This will be my last Newsletter as Editor, after the New Year a new
Editor will be appointed, to whom my good wishes are extended
together with a plea to all CAPEL members to please send information,
articles, newspaper cuttings etc. to the Editor (c/o the Secretary
for the time being).

In my dual role as Secretary and Newsletter Editor, I have come to
understand the very real problems facing so many chapel congregations
in Wales. It has been a privilege to try and be of assistance to
such dedicated people. It has similarly been a privilege to have
served on the CAPEL Executive and I wish the Society well in the
future.

Recently, a new nationwide (British) chapels organisation was
launched at a special meeting in London. CAPEL Committee member,
Jeff Harrison from Swansea, was our representative at the meeting,
and he reports that the aim of this Chapels Society is to study all
non-Anglican places of worship in United Kingdom. CAPEL looks
forward to a good and friendly working relationship with this new
society, who have in turn stated that they will not impinge on
CAPEL's 'territory' or established role in Wales.
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BIBLE CHRISTIANS

The Bible Christians and Diamond Street Church,

Roath, Cardiff

'The Bible Christians' were an extremely influential body in south
Wales during the latter part of the 19th century, and even today some
methodist churches are known by that name. But very few people, even
in some of these churches, are aware of the history behind that name.

'The Bible Christians' were founded by one William O'Bryan. He was
a local preacher with the Bodmin circuit of the Methodist Church,
but rejected as a candidate for the ministry because of his family
responsibilities - being married - he moved to Newquay and established
a church there, finding no methodist society in that place. But as
this was against the rules of the Methodist Church he was expelled
from its society in 1810. Undaunted, O'Bryan formed his own society,
much assisted by the Thorne family of Lake Farm, Shebbear.

Evangelism and spiritual life were the order of the day. And the
result was that within five years there were 11 societies within the
movement, and a total of 237 members. By the following year, when the
name 'Bible Christians' had been accepted by them, the membership had
risen to 600 in number. The first conference was held in 1819, by
which time there were over 2,000 members, and the influence of the
movement had grown, not only in its 'home region1 of the west country,
but also with circuits in London, Kent, the Isle of Wight, Yorkshire
and Northumberland. O'Bryan was elected president by this conference,
but a dispute occurred between him and the conference in 1829, and he
withdrew, leaving James Thorne as the acknowledged leader of the movement.
Thome's presidency was so successful that by 1878 there were 1,000
churches and 32,000 members.. Its rules were closely related to Wesley's
so there was little disruption when the movement linked itself formally
with the Methodist New Connection in 1907 and was thus merged in
time within the mainstream Methodist Church.^

With the large number of Cornish, Devonshire and Somersetshire people
emigrating to the industrial and coal mining centres of south Wales, it
is not surprising that the 'Bible Christian' movement spread into south
Wales as well. One such church was founded in Norton, near Oystermouth,
in 1856, while Oxford Street Methodist Church was locally known as 'the
Devonshire Chapel' as a result of the same exodus." And even today
local mothodist churches in Glyncorrwg and Cymor Afan in the Port Talbot
area are known by their earlier name of 'Bible Christians', having been
founded by people from Somerset -in the 1880s.

According to the one book known to me which relates to the work of the
Bible Christians in Wales, W. F. James, Seven Years' Pioneer Mission
Work in Cardiff, published in 1881, the movement began mission work in
Glamorgan during 1841, though whether this was to help their own members
who had moved there or was purely missionary work is not recorded.
Churches were founded at Neath and Swansea, but an attempt to start
churches in Cardiff at Bute Street, Temperance Town and Canton failed.



During 1874, records James, the Bible Christians realised that Cardiff
was a new missionary field for their endeavours, where they would be
providing a work which would otherwise be neglected, rather than
competing with other churches. The population of Cardiff was then
86,000, but the churches in Cardiff could only seat 45% of this number,
although in fact it was estimated that only 30% of this population
actually attended a place of worship. James was then the assistant
pastor at Neath, and he was asked in December of that year to take over
a pioneer work in Cardiff started by J. Jeffrey of the Newport circuit.
The Sunday meetings were then held in the Swiss Hall in Crockhorbtown,
and attended by 16 members, all but one of whom had been born in Devon
or Somerset.
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DIAMOND STREET CHAPEL PREMISES, CARDIFF.

As nearly all these members lived in the Roath area of the town, it was
decided to build a chapel there. The Exeter conference of the Bible
Christians• promised a grant of £25 for every £75 raised locally. A good
corner site was found between John Street and Diamond Street, offering
space for a chapel, schoolroom, minister's and chapel keeper's houses.
The schoolroom - the first phase of the building'- would cost £CG3, and
the whole development £4,000. At the first meeting called to raise money
for this project 6d was collected and £10 promised; but in three months
£150 was raised, mainly from other churches, hut £22 promised was never
obtained. James notes this with remorse and also that he once walked
16 miles unsuccessfully to collect one of those pounds. When the
schoolroom was opened, £326 of its cost had been secured in cash or
promises.

These comments by James lead us on to what may be the most interesting
part of his narrative; for he relates in great detail the ways and means
he employed to raise the monies required for building this chapel. Such
details, and the comments he provides, are not too frequent in such


