
CYMDlilTI IAS THBTAUAIill I YCAHiLI
THE CHAPELS HERITAGE SOCIEIT

NEWSLETTER / CYLCHLYTHYR GORFFENNAF/JULY 1988

EDITORIAL

The Editor of a Newsletter, Journal or Magazine is in the fortunate
position of being able to express an opinion from time to time in the
columns of his publication. The editorship of the Capel Newsletter has
till now gone hand in glove with the post of Secretary of the Society and
it is in that dual capacity that I have prepared, composed and produced the
last 4 issues. This issue, the 5th, will probably be my last as I shall
be retiring as Secretary at the AGM in October owing to pressure of work.
Dr. Huw Owen of the National Library of Wales has kindly indicated that he
will be prepared to take over this work and, hopefully, to oversee the
Newsletter.

Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find a copy of a new publicity
leaflet which it is hoped will serve to attract new members. We have had
2,000 copies printed and these will be circulated throughout Wales via
libraries, county archives and the various denominations. Should you require
more copies please write either to me at the Welsh Folk Museum, St. Fagans,
Cardiff CF5 6XB or to Dr. Huw Owen at the National Library of Wales,
Aberystwyth. It is vital that we reach a wider audience and increase our
membership if Capel is to continue as an active and credible organisation.

Regional committees have by now been established in most parts of the
country and it is important that such groups not only meet fairly regularly
but are well attended. If you are a member of Capel then please do try and
attend at least some of the meetings within your area. County Secretaries
for their part should send details of forthcoming meetings, talks, slide shows
etc. to the Secretary so that this information can be included in the next
Newsletter - thus enabling the membership to know what is happening, when, and
where. The county committees are a crucial part of the organisation of Capel
and the national Executive Committee relies on the information passed on to it
by committees in order to act ,fh the 1(case of threatened chapels, archives or
grave yards and make representations to Cadw, County Archivists or The Family
History Society.

I would suggest that one item that should be on every agenda at every
County meeting is that of chapels (or their contents) that might be under threat.
All too often the Executive Committee does not hear (or hears when it is too
late) of a chapel that might be closing down, or has been purchased for
redevelopment. Obviously not every building can be saved, indeed it could be
argued that not every building ought to be saved, but where such chapels are



of obvious architectural merit or form an important visual element in a
street-scape or in the countryside, or are closely associated with perhaps a
famous preacher or a revival then they are surely worthy of consideration for
listing and statutory protection. To quote just one (recent) case in point.
The fine classical-inspired congregational chapel at Bethesda in Gwynedd closed

wn and was purchased by a developer who intends to demolish it and build anew
the site. The loss of such a building which forms such an important part of

" ( town would be tragic. What is even harder to understand is how the towns -
. -Ik of betnesaa can accept the demolition of the very building which gave the
town its name. Hardly a voice has been raised in protest. Also in and around
Bethesda the CM church alone intends to close six chapels and to' unite the
congregation in the remaining chapel, Jeriwsalem. Such a move cannot in itself
be criticised, after all maintaining large chapels with often small memberships
must be an enormous strain on any congregation, but the loss of the buildings,
many of which can be described as architectural gems seems tantamount to
vandalism especially when one sees what is so often put up in their place.

Capel BeShesda

A bit of care and/or a good architect is all that is needed to preserve
such buildings or at least the most significant feature such as the
facade. As for Capel BeShesda, well, Cadw were informed of its intended
fate at the eleventh hour and the building was listed. Let us hope that
its new owner will treat it sympathetically.

If you know of an interesting chapel that is under threat, or chapel
archives, please contact your county representative or the Secretary of
Capel so that an assessment can be made of the subject in question and
action taken accordingly.



Annual General Meeting - advance notice

This year's AGM will be held at the Radnor College of Further
Education in Llandrindod, Powys on Saturday 15 October 1988. Following
the formal business of the AGM there will be an illustrated talk on
chapel architecture by John Hilling R.I.B.A. and after lunch, we shall be
visiting a number of chapels in the town. These meetings have proved
very successful and popular in the past and as Llandrindod boasts several
very fine chapel buildings we feel sure that the high standards set at
Caernarfon, Aberystwyth and Newport will be maintained here. Please make
an effort to attend, and tell your friends about the meeting ... and Capel.

Report of CAPEL Spring Meeting held at Newport, Gwent on

Saturday, 7 May 1988

25 members and friends were present at the Spring Meeting which
was based at the Castle Room, in the Newport Centre, Newport.
Apologies were recorded from Mrs. Patricia Moore (County Archivist
for South Glamorgan), Hywel Davies (Coumbia USA), Delwyn Tibbott
(Deputy Archivist for Gwent), Prof. A. Jones (Chicago,USA) and
Graham Rosser (Cardiff).

The meeting was opened by Dr. Prys Morgan (Chairman) who also drew
the delegates' attention to an extensive article on Welsh chapels
by Hywel Davies of Columbia, USA, that had recently appeared in the
New York Times. Dr. Morgan then introduced the guest speaker,
Mr. Adrian Babbidge, Director of the Torfaen Museum Trust, who
presented an illustrated talk on Nonconformity in the Pontypool
Valley.

The lecture was meant not so much as a comprehensive study of
nonconformity in Pontypool but rather to highlight specific points
in the nonconformist history of the area. It was interesting to
note that during the 18th century even though the nonconformists
were not that strong in the area, they nevertheless played a most
significant role in the social development of the valley. Pontyppol
developed during the late 16th and 17th centuries as an important
iron-making town. There was a strong dissenting tradition here from
an early date, and significantly, several of the more powerful and
influential families such as the Hanburys (ironmasters) were
adherents to or actively supported the Society of Friends (Quakers)
or, later, the Baptists. They were also tolerant of their aims and
methods.

The Baptist cause started at Pontypool about 1727 at Penygarn, the
brother-in-law of the first minister being a manager at the nearby
Hanbury ironworks. The Baptists were influential not only in terms
of the spread of nonconformist religion but also nonconformist
politics. In 1795, the then-minister Morgan John Rhees left Penygarn
to establish a 'wladfa' (homeland) for Welsh emigrants in the
United States on a site to be known as Beulah. Shortly afterwards,




