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EDITORIAL

The Editor of a Newsletter, Journal or Magazine is in the fortunate
position of being able to express an opinion from time to time in the
columns of his publication. The editorship of the Capel Newsletter has
till now gone hand in glove with the post of Secretary of the Society and
it is in that dual capacity that I have prepared, composed and produced the
last 4 issues. This issue, the 5th, will probably be my last as I shall
be retiring as Secretary at the AGM in October owing to pressure of work.
Dr. Huw Owen of the National Library of Wales has kindly indicated that he
will be prepared to take over this work and, hopefully, to oversee the
Newsletter.

Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find a copy of a new publicity
leaflet which it is hoped will serve to attract new members. We have had
2,000 copies printed and these will be circulated throughout Wales via
libraries, county archives and the various denominations. Should you require
more copies please write either to me at the Welsh Folk Museum, St. Fagans,
Cardiff CF5 6XB or to Dr. Huw Owen at the National Library of Wales,
Aberystwyth. It is vital that we reach a wider audience and increase our
membership if Capel is to continue as an active and credible organisation.

Regional committees have by now been established in most parts of the
country and it is important that such groups not only meet fairly regularly
but are well attended. If you are a member of Capel then please do try and
attend at least some of the meetings within your area. County Secretaries
for their part should send details of forthcoming meetings, talks, slide shows
etc. to the Secretary so that this information can be included in the next
Newsletter - thus enabling the membership to know what is happening, when, and
where. The county committees are a crucial part of the organisation of Capel
and the national Executive Committee relies on the information passed on to it
by committees in order to act ,fh the 1(case of threatened chapels, archives or
grave yards and make representations to Cadw, County Archivists or The Family
History Society.

I would suggest that one item that should be on every agenda at every
County meeting is that of chapels (or their contents) that might be under threat.
All too often the Executive Committee does not hear (or hears when it is too
late) of a chapel that might be closing down, or has been purchased for
redevelopment. Obviously not every building can be saved, indeed it could be
argued that not every building ought to be saved, but where such chapels are


