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EDITORIAL :

The 5th meeting of the South Glamorgan Group was held at the
Historical and Cultural Centre, Pontypridd on the evening of
Monday, 22 February. In place of the usual business meeting,
members were treated to a formal lecture entitled 'William Morgan:
translator of the Scriptures into Welsh' by Dr. Gwynfor Jones of
the Department of History Si Welsh History, University College
Cardiff. This meeting, although organised by the South Glamorgan
Group, was in effect a joint project with members from Mid
Glamorgan and it is hoped that this will have served as a catalyst
to encourage the establishment of either a Mid Glamorgan Group
or possibly a joint Mid/South Glamorgan Group. The lecture was
well received and Dr. Jones is to be congratulated on his
scholarly presentation of William Morgan, within the context
of the traumatic and exciting times in which he lived.

Gwent Group :

A Gwent Group is to be established this Spring. Arrangements are
in the hands of Martin Culliford, who is hoping to organise the
inaugural meeting at Newport Museum, the provisional date being
Friday, 8 April 1988. Details can be obtained from the
Hon. Secretary or from Mr. Culliford tel. no. Newport 211297.

SPRING MEETING : This year's Spring Meeting will be based at
Newport, Gwent; the venue being the Newport Conference Centre
and the date, Saturday 7 MAY. The meeting will include a lecture
and visits to chapels of interest in the town. Full details will
be sent to members in due course.

MEMBERSHIP : If you have recently joined or renewed your
membership for 1988 a membership card will be enclosed. If not,
please complete and return the enclosed membership application
form as soon as possible.
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THE CALL OF ZION : THE STORY OF THE FIRST WELSH MORMON EMIGRATION

by Ronald D. Dennis, Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young
University, 1987; 243pp.

This work forms volume two of the Specialized Monograph Series
currently being produced by the Religious Studies Center of
Brigham Young University. It is a statement not just of the
courage and determination of those early Welsh Mormon emigrants
whose story it relates, but also of the erudition of its author
and of his devotion to his subject.

Dr. Ronald D. Dennis was born in California and received his
doctorate in Brazilian history and Portuguese from the University
of Wisconsin in 1972. He is currently an associate professor of
Portuguese at the Mormon Church's Brigham Young University at
Provo in the Latter-day Saint heartland of Utah. Lest anyone
puzzle how a title such as this came to be written by an academic
with a background apparently so unrelated to his subject, it must
be added that Dr. Dennis is also a great-great-grandson of
Captain Dan Jones, father-figure of the early Mormon mission to
Wales during the mid-19th century. Dr. Dennis set out more than
ten years ago to master the Welsh language and has visited Wales
regularly since the sabbatical he spent at Aberystwyth in 1976.
The result of this application is his effective fluency in the
modern language and his close comprehension of the more ponderous,
even contorted, language in which religious journals of the last
century are often set.

Prime among such journals from the Mormon standpoint are the little-
known and by now very scarce periodicals, Prophwyd y Jublll
(published at Merthyr Tydfil between 1846 and 1848, though printed
at Rhyd-y-bont and Carmarthen), and its successor Udgorn Seion.
The latter was the main Welsh Mormon publication. It appeared first
at Carmarthen in early 1849 and thereafter at Merthyr from 1849
until 1854, at Swansea between 1854 and 1861, and at Liverpool until
its demise in April 1862. Between them, the Prophwyd and the Udgorn
accounted for 17 volumes, 499 whole numbers and 8,372 pages in Welsh
Mormon faith and doctrine; of early Church history pertinent to both
Wales and America; and of vigorous propaganda for the faith in the
adversarial circumstances of a Wales in which public life was
Increasingly dominated by the mores of an historic nonconformity
bitterly opposed to Mormonism.

Dr. Ronald Dennis has made himself the unprecedented master of this
material, as of the one hundred plus other titles produced by the
initial Welsh mission between 1844 and 1857 which he has identified
and described during his research into the early history of the
Latter-day Saints in Wales.

This mastery is evident in the present volume wherein Dr. Dennis tells
the story of the first organized party of Mormon converts from Wales
to emigrate in pursuit of the Saints' vision of a restored Zion in
the American West. The first third of the book contains Dr. Dennis'
narrative of their journey in 1849 from Swansea to Liverpool; of the



ocean crossing; of arrival at New Orleans; of the emigrants' journey
from New Orleans up the Mississippi-Missouri Rivers to Council Bluffs,
Iowa; and from there of a thousand mile trek across the open plains
to the Valley of the Great Salt Lake.

This epic journey began in February 1849 when south Wales emigrants
assembled at Swansea before sailing to join others from the north at
Liverpool. It ended in September 1852 when the last of the Welsh
party reached the Great Salt Valley. In between these dates there
unfolds a perfectly factual story of how Dan Jones led the emigration
of the 326 Welsh Saints aboard the vessels Buena Vista and Hartley
in response to Brigham Young's exhortation that the Saints should
'gather unto Zlon'. The Buena Vista carried 249 Welsh converts,
and the Hartley 77. It is a story propelled by the idealism and
vulnerability of its characters; a story of immense faith and of
some apostasy; and of every emotion that may be found between joy
at the birth of Robert Dan Parry to widow Ann Parry on the prairie
and grief at the death of her husband, amongst others, from cholera on
the Missouri River some months before. Despite Dan Jones' unswerving
loyalty to the Mormon faith and his unique contribution to its
success in 19th century Wales, we learn also that he was not averse
to questioning Brigham Young's attitude towards the Welsh settlers
when he perceived discrimination; and that he even suggested at one
point the establishment of a separate and independent Welsh Mormon
nation in the American West with Elizabeth Lewis of Kidwelly (a
major financier of the Journey) as its queen.

In recounting the story of this emigration, Dr. Dennis draws upon
detail to be found in letters sent by the emigrants to their co-
religionists at home in Wales and particularly to John S. Davis,
the talented and pugnacious editor of Udgorn Seion. From more than
two dozen such accounts which appeared in the Udgorn, in Prophwyd y
Jubili and a few other titles published between 1848 and 1853,
Dr. Dennis has produced a lucid text that never lurches towards
unsettling partisanship despite his obvious sympathy and admiration
for those of whom he writes. Although a committed work, this is a
book in which scholarship is pre-eminent, and one with which the non-
Mormon reader as much as the Mormon may feel at ease.

The remaining two-thirds of the book contain appendices of great
value to both American and Welsh readers, and particularly to those
who have little knowledge of Welsh. These appendices contain an
alphabetical checklist of all passengers aboard the Buena Vista
and Hartley; a ship-by-ship company list with biographical allusions
to all 326 emigrants; further detailed biographical sketches of 73
emigrants or supporting figures; and most evocatively, photographs
of 47 and a painting of one of the party. This photographic section
brings alive the earlier narrative in a compelling way by revealing
the faces of those who sailed an ocean, risked cholera, trudged in
sand and sheltered from blizzards 7,000 feet up in the Rocky Mountains
while on their way to 'Zion'. These faces, some serene, others still
radiating determination, reinforce the text with a powerful sense of
character. They are a vivid testimony to the cultivation of family
history (for theological reasons) within the Mormon community.



Here may be found resolute Isaac Nash from Kidwelly, who spent three
months in prison in 1885 for polygamy and who died in 1907; also the
ghostly image of William Lewis from Fishguard and Pontypridd, bardd
of the emigration who wrote englynion halfway across the prairie in
1849 comparing Dan Jones to Hoses leading his people through the
wilderness towards a Promised Land. Here too is patriarchal
John D. Rees of Merthyr Tydfil, who had 27 children by four (plural)
wives; and Mary Rees, his first wife, who gave birth to a stillborn
child at St. Louis half-way through their journey along the
Mississippi-Missouri River system. It is astounding to realize
that Rees' third wife, Zillah Mathias, a child of ten aboard the
Buena Vista in 1849, died as late as 1923. Surprisingly, perhaps,
her photograph does not appear here.

A real tour-de-force by Dr. Dennis in this volume is his final
appendix forming almost a half of the whole work. This contains
his accomplished translations from Welsh into English of thirty
texts by which the emigrants, told their own stories, largely in
the column of Udgorn Seion. Here, Dan Jones, Thomas Jeremy,
William Morgan and Elizabeth Lewis, leading figures of the 1849
venture, speak once more for themselves albeit in a language they
knew less well than their own; a language of which many others in
their company probably had but a vague knowledge. These 115 pages
of translated text provide the reader, especially one of Mormon
persuasion, with almost direct access to some of the fascinating
material which lay largely unexplored until Dr. Dennis began his
labours in this field.

There have been previous pioneering contributions towards the study
of early Morroonism and Wales, Chief among these is T. H. Lewis'
admirable outline history Y Mormonlaid yng Nghymru (Cardiff, 1956),
and the brief Mormon section in Alan Conway's The Welsh in America:
Letters from the Immigrants (Cardiff and Minneapolis, 1961). Yet,
in relation to the large corpus of literature to which the early
Welsh mission gave rise, and considering the full extent and
complexity of the story to be told, these amount to little more
than an intriguing hors d'oeuvre.

It is the good fortune of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints that they have in Dr. Dennis a scholar not just keen on his
subject but one singularly well qualified by background and skill
to search out, discover and make known the rich and rewarding history
of its first adherents in this corner of Europe. Equally, it is
our good fortune as Welsh people to have in Dr. Dennis a Welsh-
American of the fifth generation who is sufficiently informed in the
language and history of his antecedents to be able to interpret their
sometimes foolhardy and often heroic story to us in our near total
ignorance of their cause and often of the language in which they
pursued it.

This present monograph is Dr. Dennis' latest contribution towards
telling the full story of the Mormons' pioneering mission to the
Welsh during the middle years of the 19th century. Previous articles
by him have included a general summary of Dan Jones' carrer where
it is confirmed that Jones died on the 3rd Janaury 1862 and not in


