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EDITORIAL

The alarming rate at which chapels were closing was one of the
catalysts which prompted the formation of CAPEL three years ago.
Present indications suggest that this trend will continue and
indeed accelerate, and that the number of redundant non-
conformist meeting houses will increase significantly over the
next decade or só. The reasons for chapels becoming redundant
are numerous and complex in nature and can vary from such
factors as the decline in the Welsh language in a district, to
a 'change in life-style' which results in a more apathetic
approach to attending services on a Sunday, and a whole host
of other contributory factors and 'excuses' which in one way or
another hasten the end of a denomination's association with its
chapel building. All too often the main stumbling block is one
of cost, where a small congregation is faced with a large bill
for carrying out essential maintenance or repair works to the
building.

There is no simple solution to the problem. Without repairs
the buildings will deteriorate further and will often have to
be vacated on health and safety grounds. On the other hand,
the building once repaired will in many cases be too large
for the numbers attending, and heating, insurance and running
costs might well prove prohibitive. This is another aspect of
the very real crisis facing individual members, chapel
congregations and denominations alike.

CAPEL will shortly be preparing an Information Sheet which will
attempt to identify not only the problems facing individual
chapels, but ways in which such buildings can be 'put to use'
for the benefit of the community whilst remaining in use, at
least in part, as places of worship.

Chapels were.built first and foremost as places of worship.
They were erected and paid for by men and women of conviction
and dedication; and it was no coincidence that they often
commissioned the best architects of the day to design the
buildings. When such buildings become redundant then an
important part of our national architectural heritage is
threatened. Occassionaly, they are converted tastefully into
dwellings,museum, offices or whatever, with care being taken to
preserve and respect the original design and character of the
building. But all too often their facades and interiors are
vandalised to a point where the building virtually ceases to
have any relevance, either symbolically or architecturally.
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The 'crisis' facing the members of Crwys Road CM Chapel in
Cardiff is an interesting case in this point. They have
decided to leave their present listed building (designed in
1899 by J. H. Phillips) and to move to an architecturally-
nondescript flat-roofed building formerly belonging to the
First Church of Christ Scientist in Richmond Road. The
decision of the members of Crwys Road to 'move house' must
of course be respected BUT one wonders, did they have to
purchase a new building at a cost of well in excess of
£100,000 when, it is rumoured, their denomination had at least
5 chapels in the city which could have been made available
to the congregation at minimal cost.

PAPUH CTMRAEG CAERDYDD A"R CYLCH
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At a time when so many chapels are appealing for just a few
thousand pounds to enable their cause to continue, the CM church
has sanctioned not only the purchase of a new chapel in Richmond
Road but presumably the spending of tens of thousands of pounds
more to refurbish the building.

But the matter does not quite end there. It is understood that
there are at least three parties interested in purchasing the
Crwys Road chapel, namely the Elim Pentecostal Church (City
Temple, Cardiff), the Mohammedans and a national brewery concern.
Apparently, the brewery will be able to offer up to twice as
much as the Pentecostal Church for the building! ,. It will be
interesting to see which offer the senior statesmen of the CM
church accept, whilst bearing in mind that those who built
Capel Heol y Crwys placed principle in front of profit;
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CHAPELS IN DYFED

Prys Morgan

Bert J. Rawlins, The Parish Churches and Nonconformist
chapels of Wales : their records and where to find
them. Volume 1 : Cardigan, Carmarthen, Pembroke.
1987, Celtic Heritage Research, P.O. Box 510652,
Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 84151-0652.
648pp., price £18.95.

This remarkable book is meant for genealogists and
family historians in the first place, especially for
those whose ancestors were chapel members, and that
means the great majority of people in west Wales
from about 1800 to 1920. True there is much on the
parish churches here (and especially good illustrations
of church buildings) but that is because chapel folk
used the parish churches for christening, marriage
and burial long after their own 'causes' were founded.
The main part of the book consists of a painstakingly
compiled catalogue, old county by county, and parish
by parish, noting each parish church and its records
and their present location, and also each chapel with a
brief note of its history, its connexion with its
'mother-church' and its records. The catalogue aims to
be complete up to the year of the ecclesiastical census
in 1851, and more modern causes only appear by chance.
There are many pictures of chapel buildings, though
often the quality of reproduction1 is rather poor.
Following this catalogue, there are helpful maps of
each hundred, divided into parishes, on which are
shown all the churches or causes mentioned and the
denomination of each. There is also a well-fuinished
bibliography on nonconformity in Welsh and English,
appendices of addresses of denominational headquarters
and of addresses of record offices relevant to non-
conformity, and two indices, one general, the other
denominational, chapel by chapel.

We tend to imagine that there must have been by 1851
a chapel in every parish in Wales, but this is by no
means the case, for there are many parishes, for
example in Pembrokeshire, where the church is the only
place of worship. A deeply troubling feature of the
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survey is the frequency of the phrase 'location unknown'
for the chapel records. This confirms what CAPEL
members have suspected, that there seems on the whole
scant regard for chapel records, and certainly no kind
of register for easy access to them. Is this not a
sign that CAPEL should do something soon to give help
and advice to chapel secretaries, or the holders of old
chapel records as to the disposal of these records?

This fascinating and painstaking book is the result of
an upsurge of interest in things Welsh amongst the Church
of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) in America, and is part
of a continuing survey of the whole of Welsh Non-
conformity to be carried out by Mr. Rawlins. Members of
CAPEL, indeed all Welsh family historians and members of
chapels throughout Wales will surely welcome this great
work, will want to read it, and make their local
libraries purchase copies of this essential reference tool.

WESTERN MAIL

Chapel's survival
plan is rejected

MAESTEG funeral director says
will appeal to the Welsh Office

lowing Ogwr Borough Council's
cision to turn down a survival
in for a local chapeL
\lr Alan Phillips, of funeral directors
wen and Thomas, had applied to Ihe
incil for planning permission to use
! upper Door of Salem Chapel in Pic-
i Street, Nantyflyllon. Maesteg. as a
a pel of rest and to develop a car park
the rear, together with a new vehicu-
access.

sir Phillips said the chapel was in a
or state of repair and was the target
frequent attacks by vandals.
Although the chapel was still used,
: congregation was small and did not
ve sufficient funds to maintain the
ildlng, he said.
In a letter to the council chapel secre-
-v Mrs Betty John said they (eared
it unless they were able to flnd an
proprtale additional user the build-
r would fall into a state of ruin.
Mr philllps's plan was to use the up-
urs for services and as a chapel of rest,
owing the congregation to continue
use the ground-floor vestry.
As part of the plan, Mr Phillips had

given an undertaking to be responsible
for the general upkeep of the building.'

But »t yesterday's meeting of Ogwr's
development control sub-committee it
became apparent that the borough
council's hands were tied following a
direction from Mid Glamorgan high-
ways authority to reject the plan, fear-
ing that the development would give
rise to a traffic hazard.

There had also been an objection
lodged by the community council be-
cause the surrounding areas were
primarily residential. ' .
, Councillors adopted the recommen-
patlon for refusal on the grounds that
the use as a chapel of rest would cause
distress and material harm to the
amenity enjoyed by neighbours, and
because the traffic generated by the de-
velopment would, in their view, preju-
dice highway safety.

Mr Phillips reacted quickly, saying
that he would definitely be appealing to
^he Welsh Office.

"This decision effectively sounds the
death knell for the chapel," he said.
jThe congregation cannot afford Its up-
keep and unless this decision Is over-
turned the building will Just fall down."

EMPTY chapels have become a
problem for Presbyterians in
Wales.

Almost a third of the 1,100
Presbyterian chapels in Wales
ought to be closed a leading
church member told the annual
general assembly at Haver-
fordwest yesterday.

Failing membership in all age
groups together with a reduced
number of full time ministers is
worrying church officials who
are now strengthening their
effort to attract more young
people.into the movement.

TREASURER

The treasurer of the move-
ment in Wales Mr. Alun
Creunant Davies of Aberyst-
wyth, said that many chapels
were used only once a fortnight
and although there would be
reluctance to effect closures
they could afford to close at
least a third of the underused
buildings.

The 200 delegates from all
over Wales were told that

.membership dropped form
68,585 to just over 66,000 last
year while Sunday school
figures fell by 1,449 from the

• previous total of 21,148.
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