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EDITORIAL

The alarming rate at which chapels were closing was one of the
catalysts which prompted the formation of CAPEL three years Bgo.
Present indications suggest that this trend will continue and
indeed accelerate, and that the number of redundant non-
conformist meeting houses will increase sgignificantly over the
next decade or so. The reasons for chapels becoming redundant
are numerous and complex in nature and can vary from such
factors as the decline in the Welsh language in a district, to
2 'change in life-style' which results in a more apathetic
approach to attending services on a Sunday, and a whole host

of other contributory factors and 'excuses' which in one way or
another hasten the end of a denomination's association with its
chapel bullding, All too often the main stumbling block is one
of cost, where & small congregation is faced with a large bill
for carrying out essential maintenance or repair works to the
building.

There 1s no simple solution tec the problem, Without repairs
the buildings will deteriorate further and will often have to
be vacated on health and safety grounds. On the other hand,
the building once repaired will in many cases be too large

for the numbers attending, and heating, insurance and running
costs might well prove prohibitive, This is another aspect of
the very real crisis facing individual members, chapel
congregations and denominations alike,

CAPEL will shortly be preparing an Information Sheet which will
attempt to identify not only the problems facing individual
chapels, but ways in which such buildings can be 'put to use'
for the benefit of the community whilst remaining in use, at
least in part, as places of worship.

Chapels were .built first and foremost as places of worship.
They were erected and paid for by men and women of conviction
and dedication; and it was no coincidence that they often
commissioned the best architects of the day to design the
buildings., When such buildings become redundant then an
important part of our national architectural heritage is
threatened, Occassionaly, they are converted tastefully into
dwellings,museum, offices or whatever, with care being taken to
preserve and respect the original design and character of the
building. But all too often their facades and interiors are
vandalised to a point where the building virtually ceases to
have any relevance, either symbolically or architecturally,
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The 'crisis' facipg the members of Crwys Road CM Chapel in
Cardiff is an interesting case in this point, They have
decided to leave their present listed building (designed in
1899 by J. H. Phillips) and to move to an architecturally-
nondescript flat-roofed building formerly belonging to the
First Church of Christ Scientist in Richmond Road,. * The
decision of the members of Crwys Road to 'move house' must
of course be respected BUT one wonders, did they have to
purchase & mnew building at a cost of well in excess of
£100,000 when, it is rumoured, their denomination had at least
5 chapels in the city which could have been made avallable
to the congregation at minimal cost,
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At a time when so many chapels are appealing for just a few
thousand pounds to enable their cause to continue, the CM church
has sanctioned not only the purchase of & new chapel in Richmond
Road but presumably the spending of tens of thousands of pounds
more to refurbish the building.

But the matter does not quite end there. It 1s understood that
there are at least three parties interested in purchasing the
Crwys Road chapel, namely the Elim Pentecostal Church (City
Temple, Cardiff), the Mohammedans and a national brewery concern.
Apparently, the brewery will be able to offer up to twice as
much 88 the Pentecostal Church for the bullding!. It will be
interesting to see which offer the senior statesmen of the CM
church accept, whilst bearing in mind that those who built
Capel Heol y Crwys placed prioeciple in front of profit.
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BOOK REVIEW

CHAPELS IN DYFED

Prys Morgan

Bert J. Rawlins, The Parish Churches and Nonconformist
chapels of Wales : their records and where to find
them, Volume 1 : Cardigan, Carmarthen, Pembroke.
1987, Celtic Heritage Research, P,0. Box 510652,

Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 84151-0652.

648pp., price £18.95.

This remarkable book is meant for genealogists and
family historians in the first place, especially for
those whose ancestors were chapel members, and that
means the great majority of people in west Wales

from about 1800 to 1920. True there is much on the
parish churches here (and especially good illustrations
of church buildings) but that is because chapel folk
used the parish churches for christening, marriage

and burial long after their own 'causes' were founded,
The main part of the book consists of a painstakingly
compiled catalogue, old county by county, and parish

by parish, noting each parish church and its records
and their present location, and also each chapel with a
brief note of its history, its connexion with its
'mother-church’ and its records. The catalogue aims to
be complete up to the year of the ecclesiastical census
in 1851, and more modern causes only appear by chance,
There are many pictures of chapel buildings, though
often the gquality of repreoduction'is rather poor,
Following this catalogue, there are helpful maps of
each hundred, divided into parishes, on which are

shown all the churches or causes mentioned and the
denomination of each., There is also a well-furnished
bibliography on nonconformity in Welsh and English,
appendices of addresses of denominational headquarters
and of addresses of record offices relevant to non-
conformity, and two indices, one general, the other
denominational, chapel by chapel.

We tend to imagine that there must have been by 1851

a chapel in every parish in Wales, but this is by no
means the case, for there are many parishes, for
example in Pembrokeshire, where the church is the only
place of worship. A deeply troubling feature of the






