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EDITORIAL

The alarming rate at which chapels were closing was one of the
catalysts which prompted the formation of CAPEL three years ago.
Present indications suggest that this trend will continue and
indeed accelerate, and that the number of redundant non-
conformist meeting houses will increase significantly over the
next decade or só. The reasons for chapels becoming redundant
are numerous and complex in nature and can vary from such
factors as the decline in the Welsh language in a district, to
a 'change in life-style' which results in a more apathetic
approach to attending services on a Sunday, and a whole host
of other contributory factors and 'excuses' which in one way or
another hasten the end of a denomination's association with its
chapel building. All too often the main stumbling block is one
of cost, where a small congregation is faced with a large bill
for carrying out essential maintenance or repair works to the
building.

There is no simple solution to the problem. Without repairs
the buildings will deteriorate further and will often have to
be vacated on health and safety grounds. On the other hand,
the building once repaired will in many cases be too large
for the numbers attending, and heating, insurance and running
costs might well prove prohibitive. This is another aspect of
the very real crisis facing individual members, chapel
congregations and denominations alike.

CAPEL will shortly be preparing an Information Sheet which will
attempt to identify not only the problems facing individual
chapels, but ways in which such buildings can be 'put to use'
for the benefit of the community whilst remaining in use, at
least in part, as places of worship.

Chapels were.built first and foremost as places of worship.
They were erected and paid for by men and women of conviction
and dedication; and it was no coincidence that they often
commissioned the best architects of the day to design the
buildings. When such buildings become redundant then an
important part of our national architectural heritage is
threatened. Occassionaly, they are converted tastefully into
dwellings,museum, offices or whatever, with care being taken to
preserve and respect the original design and character of the
building. But all too often their facades and interiors are
vandalised to a point where the building virtually ceases to
have any relevance, either symbolically or architecturally.


