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EDITORIAL

In the 4 months since the first CAPEL Newsletter appeared,
the Chapels Heritage Society Executive Committee has met on
two occasions and regional committees have been established in
Dyfed, Gwynedd, South Glamorgan, Clwyd and West Glamorgan.
The iirst of a series of information sheets has been produced -
on grants for repairs and restoration works to chapels - and copies
are available on request from the Hon. Secretary (20p towards
the cost of printing and postage would be appreciated) . It is
hoped that similar leaflets will be available shortly on subjects
ranging from recording gravestones, nonconformist archives, the
use of MSC-type schemes for chapel or graveyard repairs to
photographing chapels.

The continuing decline in the number of active chapels shows
little sign of diminishing arid this must surely heighten our
concern for the future of the Welsh Nonconformist heritage. An
alarming number of fine chapels are now threatened with closure,
conversion or demolition. To cite but 2 examples (more are
mentioned in the newspaper excerpts reproduced in the following
pages) - Ebeneser Methodist Chapel, Llandudno, the fantastic
neo-classical building erected in 1908 to a design by W. Beddoe
Rees, which boasts a rectangular external plan and a circular
interior is to be partly gutted and incorporated in a shopping
complex as part of a redevelopment of that part of the town.
Salem Baptist Chapel, Senghennydd, built in 1899 and which was
probably designed by the Rev. William Jones using a combination
of Romanesque and Classical themes is being demolished. The
building was acquired by the Salvation Army who were unfortunately
unable to undertake the extensive and costly repairs that were
necessary to save the structure - they are now holding their
meetings in a hall at the rear of the chapel. In spite of the
generally bleak picture painted by press and media reports, it
is encouraging to report that there are still many congregations
who, though often small in number, are determined to keep the
door open and to maintain and improve their buildings. There
are even cases of new causes seeking more accommodation. Also,
Bethany English Baptist Church in Abergavenny is desperately
short of communion trays and glasses, English Baptist hymn books
and Good News Bibles for its growing congregation.



TWO RHONDDA CHAPELS

The last public service at Cosen Chapel, Treorchy on 10 May 1987,
conducted with great sensitivity and dignity by the Reverend Dafydd
Owen, General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Wales, merits
a note in the Newsletter of CAPEL, and the opportunity may be taken
for an architectural comparison of this building with another Treorchy
Chapel, recently demolished, Noddfa.

Cosen, built for the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, in 1901, towards
the end of the hey-day of Welsh Chapel building, has a pleasing
facade, with central doorway, with semi-circular fanlight, narrow
double windows on either side, and with five windows at f irst floor
level, the three central windows grouped together having rounded
heads. The plans for this type of Chapel must have been extensively
hawked around the Calvinistic Methodist Connexion at the turn of the
century, since at least three other chapels (Libanus, Corseinon,
Calfaria, Porth (Rhondda) and Grove Place Chapel, Port Talbot) have
almost identical facades.

Internally, Cosen is the archi-typical Welsh nonconformist chapel of
medium size, with seating capacity for about five or six hundred
persons. A model of symmetry, it has a gallery on three sides (with
the traditional clock facing the pulp i t ) ; two aisles, leading to doors at
the far end of the Chapel giving access to vestry; a central block of
pews divided into small and large pews; side pews on either side of
each aisle; a Set Fawr, with good quality panelling, slightly raised,
with a recess to accommodate harmonium; an attractive pulpit, not
very high, again with good quality but unfancy panelling and housing
two charming little chairs of originaj design. The wall behind the
pulpit is dominated by an immense plaster arch of unique design, but
with no Biblical text. It is a chapel uncluttered with any memorial
tablets.

Noddfa Baptist Chapel, built and rebuilt during the second half of
the last century, was by contrast, the Rhondda Valley's cathedral of
nonconformity. Its rather plain but quite pleasing facade, belied a
grand interior. Noddfa was everything Cosen was not. If Cosen had
two aisles, Noddfa had three (including unusually for a Welsh Chapel
a central aisle). Gosen had a gallery on three sides; Noddfa boasted
a 'gallery all-round'; Gosen had a harmonium; Noddfa had a
magnificent pipe organ (and not a common or garden two manual affair
but a three manual Willis) located in the gallery facing the
Congregation. Both chapels had good acoustics, and neither
succumbed to the modern trend for microphones.

Reputedly a thousand seater, Noddfa could not bé said to be a pretty
chapel. One might even say its pulpit was ugly. A large structure,
with unusually steps from both front and back, it was crowned with
an immense upholstered couch affair, replacing the traditional wooden
pulpit furniture. Also, unusually, Noddfa had a gallery clock behind
(not facing) the pulpit. Somewhat out of character, Noddfa's Set Fawr
was insignificant, barely distinguishable from the ordinary pews. Â
feature of note,was the stained glass window in the entrance lobby



depicting John the Baptist. The scene of many a 'Messiah' and
'Creation', and Whit Monday Gymanfa Canu, Noddfa was a Chapel for
large gatherings. Cosen was a different sort of place, somewhere you
might go to on a Cwrddau Mawr, but both in their different ways
contributed richly to the religious and cultural life of Treorchy and
the Rhondda. Sadly they are no more. Alun Evans

Swansea

CAPEL Spring Meeting, Caernarion, 16 May 1987

The Spring Meeting of the Society was held in Caernarfon with
Dr. Prys Morgan in the chair. The members met in Theatr Seilo,
the theatre of a modern chapel complex, built to replace the
chapel demolished to accommodate the new road system which
blights Caernarfon.

The proceedings started with a short address in Welsh by the
Rev. Emrys Thomas outlining the history of Seilo and Seilo Bach.
The story of Seilo was traced from its beginnings in the 1859
revival. It was a chapel known for its popular appeal - "ei
hysbryd gwerinol" - in a town where there was considerable
poverty. The first 13 years of the. cause were spent in a
schoolroom but in 1869 a new chapel was opened with a seating
capacity of 530. The cause flourished and a new Seilo Chapel
seating 850 was built in 1900. The original schoolroom became
known as Seilo Bach : a close knit community of strong missionary
fervour. Emphasis here was laid upon singing and music with its
famous Côr Seilo Bach, upon its Sunday school and upon the Band
of Hope. Seilo Bach was closed in 1975.

Dr. R. Tudur Jones, principal of Bala-Bangor College, Bangor gave
a lecture on Chapel Culture. The title itself conveys the vast
canvas covered by Dr. Jones, He stressed the folk nature of early
chapels which sprang from evangelisation and produced leaders from
the ranks who could speak to the people in an idiom the masses
understood. Chapels and Sunday Schools trained their members
to be articulate and therefore able to take a lead in secular
life as well : it has been calculated that in 1974, 75% of Gwynedd
County Council members were chapel officers. Dr. Jones touched
on many aspects of chapel life : the temperance movement, the
literary societies and the music of chapels. Several questions
were asked and fully answered by Dr. Jones. Dr. Prys Morgan
thanked Dr. Jones for his most interesting address.

After lunch in Gwynedd County Council!s referctory the members
were taken on a tour-of Caernarfon chapels by Mr. Vernon Hughes,
former conservation architect of CADW and Mr. Merfyn Roberts,
former county architect for Gwynedd. The members visited
Pendref, Castle Square, Ebeneser, Engedl, Caersalem and Salem.
Two of the chapels visited can boast of excellent chapel histories
- Calon i Weithio by Dr. W. Gwyn Lewis (1986) which gives the
history of Seilo and A History of Castle Square Presbyterian Church
by Alun Jones (1983). The tour was much appreciated and the thanks
of the Society were expressed by Dr. Morgan to Mr. Hughes and
Mr. Roberts. The Society would like to thank the caretakers for
allowing us to visit their chapels.


