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GOLYGYDDOL - CYFLWYNIAD

Pan lansiwyd CAPEL mewn cyfarfod cyhoeddus yng Nghaerdydd ym
mis Mai 1986 yr oedd yn amlwg y byddai angen cylchlythyr er
mwyn cadw cysylltiad a'r aelodaeth ac i roi cyhoeddusrwydd i
gyarfodydd a gweithgareddau1r Gymdeithas. Fe fyddai'r
cylchlythyr hefyd yn roi cyfle i unigolion a chyrff s6ti am
eu gwaith o gofnodi a diogelu'r etifeddiaeth anghydffurfiol
yng Nghymru. Dyma, felly, y cylchlythyr cyntaf, a gobeithir
cyhoeddi rhifynnau eraill bob pedwar mis. I fod yn llwyddiannus,
rhaid i CAPEL fod yn Gymdeithas weithgar ac yn bendant yn ei
agwedd tuag at dyfodol adeiladau, archifau a mynwentydd
anghydffurfiol, ac mae 'na le i bob aeiod i weithio dros yr
egwyddoroion a'r bwriad y mae'r Gymdeithas yn sefyll amdanynt.
Mae pwyllgorau rhanbarthol wedi cael eu sefydlu ym mhob sir a
mawr obeithiwn y gwnaiff bob aelod cysylltu a, a helpu ei
pwyllgor lleol trwy fynychu cyfarfodydd ac, wrth gwrs, ai'wy
fod yn wyliadwrus am gapeli sydd mewn perygl o gau neu gael
eu troi at ryw bwrpas arall, ac i geisio diogelu eu arcbifau
a chreiriau. Os oes gennych unrhyw sylwadau, awgrymiadau neu
rhybuddion a fyddai o gymorth i'r aelodaeth, danfonwch air
neu ddau i'w cynnwy3 yn y Cylchlythyr.

EDITORIAL - INTRODUCTION

When CAPEL was launched in Cardiff in May 1986 it was agreed
that a regular newsletter would be a useful way of keeping the
membership informed of the Society's activities and meetings
as well as providing a forum for organisations and individuals
concerned with the study or preservation of various aspects of
the Welsh nonconformist heritage. This is the first issue of the
CAPEL Newsletter, and it is hoped that a new issue will be
produced every 4 months. Of course, for CAPEL to be a success,
it needs to be more than merely a 'talking shop1 where members
can gather once or twice a year to listen to inforii3d lecturers
and view some slides of attractive chapels and then go home to
'hibernate' until the next meeting. It needs to he active and
positive in its approach to the fate of nonconfornist buildings,
archives and graveyards, and each member therefore has a duty to
fulfil the objects of the Society and to encourage others of
like mind to join with us in our 'crusade1. By joining one of
the committees that have been established in each of the counties,
individual members can make a direct contribution to the running
and effectiveness of the Society, for it is at local level that
the groundwork needs to be done in identifying threatened chapels
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and archives and in assisting and advising congregations - in
other words, acting as the Executive Committee's eyes and ears
in the regions as well as being its mouthpiece. Members can share
their experiences of rescuing chapel archives, restoring buildings
or dealing with voluntary organisations such as the MSC by
contributing short articles to the Newsletter. Similarly ideas,
recommendations or warnings will also be welcome, in fact anything
that will help fellow members to carry out their tasks more
efficiently and effectively. The Newsletter will also feature
press cuttings and book reviews, so if you have come across
an interesting article in your local newspaper or a new book on
some subject of related interest, please do forward details for
inclusion in the next issue.

Y CYMRO 26.11.1986

Troi'r capel yn
ganolfan i'r Urdcf
Bu capel y Jilgwyn yn arweinwyr trydat Urdd

LlangyBi yn adTail era y n y 1*"™-

biynyddoedd ond y diwr-

nod o'r blaen fe'i hail
agorwyd yn janolfan i
Adran ac A ;!wyd yr
Urdd yn y cysch. Agor-
wyd y Ganolfan gan Mr
Melfyn Jonts , un o

Yn y cyfarfod a ddily-
nodd cafwyd hanea yr
Urdd yng nghylch Llan-
gybi, gan Mr Odwyn
Davies yn ogystal a
hanes y Cilgwyn ei him
gan y Parch. D. A.
Thomas.

Roedd Cyfarwyddwr
VT Urdd, MLr John Eric
Williams, vn y cyfarfod
yn ogystaf a Mr John
Gwyn Jones.

Yr wythnoa diwethaf
roedd y neuadd newydd
yn llawn prysurdeb gan
y trefnwyd rhaglen am-
rywiol bob nos l'w chyf-
lwyno yn y neuadd.

FIRST ANNUAL GE IHRAL MEETING OF CAPEL, LLANDRINDOD

Welsh n o v e l i s t a, d poet T. Rowland Hughes sa id t h a t a l though
Welsh chapels wei= clumsy boxes they contained the p r e c i o u s
ointment of our y . t e rday and the day before . In the l i g h t
of that, i t was qvite appropriate that the f irst action of the
delegates coming t ) the f irst Annual General Meeting of Capel,
at the Radnorshire College at Llandrindod on 8 November 1986,
was to attend a letture by Mr. Stanley Cox of the Welsh School
of Architecture on 'Second Thoughts on Welsh Chapel Architecture',
a talk on the histo•-/ of chapels, illustrated with slides,
Mr. Cox's 'first thoights' about them arising in the 1950s when he
firs t began to photograph them before chapel life had entered i t s
present crisis , and >efore any public awareness of chapel
architecture had appeired.

The formal business meeting came in the afternoon, and the f i rs t
major agendum was t o d clare the constitution (prepared by the
Steering Committee with the co-operation of the Charity
r™m<Q«Hnners) nassed - this was done unanimously.
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Dr. Prys Morgan, the Acting Chairman of the Steering Committee,
gave his address from the chair, stressing that the informal
'Gregynog' Working Party during 1985 and the Steering
Committee during 1986 had dealt with so many questions and
problems quite informally that there could be no doubt that a
society like Capel was desperately needed, and that without
delay. The Acting Secretary, Mr. Gerallt Nash, had dealt with
appeals to local authorities and to the Welsh Office to delay
decisions on chapel demolition pending a proper investigation
of the history or the architecture of threatened buildings; had
drawn the attention of the media to the plight of chapels great
and small, their archives and their graveyards; had received many
reports and appeals from local congregations or amenity societies
regarding the closure of chapels, and many heart-rending stories
of small congregations overwhelmed by the huge costs of repairs
o f aged buildings, and despair at the complexity of seeking
funds. The Chairman also said that the Acting Secretary had built
up valuable contacts with many bodies devoted to aspects of
recording buildings or graveyards or connected with aspects of
preservation, what were termed 'heritage' or 'amenity' societies.
He had also had valuable contacts with bodies axious to help to
repair, clean, refurbish and restore chapels for their present
use, such as the Manpower Services Commission and many other
community service projects.

The Chairman said that the Secretary's correspondence suggested
a widespread demand for a society like Capel as a clearing-house
of information(and for this a regular newsletter would be essential,
and would be a priority, in future society activities) and also to
act as an informal pressure group. The central committee of Capel
would need several local sub-committees in each region of Wales,
because so many chapels were not listed, there was no overall list
of chapels available, chaDel closures occurred suddenly,
and only regional committees could gather news quickly and
effectively and in a different way locally-based committees
could get information to local congregations or amenity groups who
might be in difficulties.

In the discussion that followed, Mr. Stanley Cox answered questions
and generously offered his extensive archive of chapel photographs
to Capel, which would be deposited at the Welsh Folk Museum.
This first gift to the newly-formed society was gratefully
accepted.

The meeting then devoted itself to the election of officers -
Dr. Prys Morgan as Chairman, Mr. Gerallt Nash as Secretary and
Mr. Richard Carter as Treasurer. The following were also
elected as Committee Members : Mr. Warwick Butler, Mr. D. L. Davies,
Mr. J. R. Harrison, Miss Ann Rhydderch, Mr. Graham Rosser and
Mr. A. G. Veysey. Mr. Howard Llewellyn, Dr. B. F. Roberts and
Mr. Martin Snead were co-opted on the Committee and the Auditors
appointed for the coming year were Mrs. Valerie Bird and the
Rev. Roger Brown.




