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Tabernacle
This year's Annual General meeting at Machynlleth is held in the Museum of
Modren Art, which was set up in Tabernacle, the Welsh Wesleyan Methodist chapel
after it closed in the late 70s. Machynlleth is a small market town of some two
thousand inhabitants in the lower Dovey valley, surrounded by hills - Aran
Fawddwy and Cader Idris to the north and Plynlimon to the south. It is best known
as the town where Owain Glyndwr held a parliament in 1404 and is said to have been
crowned Prince of Wales. In recent years three interesting and unusual tourist
attractions have been established in the area - the Tabernacle Art Centre, Celtica,
with its display of Welsh and Celtic history and, a few miles to the north, the Centre
for Alternative Technology.



John Wesley passed through Machynlleth in 1747, 1750 and 1755 but there is no
record of his having preached in the town. At that time it would probably have been
too dangerous: Howel Harris was attacked during his visit in 1740 as was John
Thomas of Rhayader in 1753. In 1804 however, following a Wesleyan Conference
decision of 1800, Edward Jones, Bathafarn, and W Parry preached in the town. In
1806 the Wesleyans met for worship in an old barn in Doll Street and the following
year saw the opening of a chapel in Graigfach. William Owen (1779-1850, who had
from 1807 ministered to several North Wales circuits, came to take charge of the
Machynlleth chapel from 1821 to 1823, returning in 1844. By then the Graigfach
chapel had become too small and during the ministry of the Rev. Lot Hughes it was
renovated and a gallery was added, the enlarged chapel being reopened in October
1843. About the same time a chapel was built for the English-speaking Wesleyans,
led by a local bank manager W H Larkin. This building still stands, at the eastern end
of Maengwyn street, converted into two dwellings.

Wesleyanism continued to prosper, and following a meeting of the trustees in 1878
under the Rev. John Hughes, Glanystwy th,( 1842-1902) it was decided to erect a new
building on a site adjoining the existing Welsh chapel. This new chapel, Tabernacle,
with its fine neo-classical facade, was opened in June 1882.

English Wesleyan Chapel

2


