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METHODISM IN ABERYSTWYTH

This meeting is being held in the new Methodist Church in
Aberystwyth, Canolfan Fethodistaidd St Paul Methodist Centre, to
give it its full title. The building was opened in 1992 and is the
culmination of ten years of planning and discussion, aimed at
providing modern and greatly improved facilities for Christian
witness for both English and Welsh speaking Methodists. The
church provides continuity of location for the English cause, being
built on the site of the former English Methodist Church, and
continuity of name for the Welsh cause, adopting the name "St
Paul's" in deference to the mother church of Aberystwyth Methodism.

In the 1870s and 1880s, with the opening of the railway link and the
birth of the University of Wales in the town, Aberystwyth was
growing as a holiday resort and educational centre, and membership
of the churches progressed in sympathy. In the pattern of the times,
both Welsh and English causes built large churches with seating
capacities far in excess of the immediate requirements and at costs
which incurred debts lasting for two decades or more.

The replacement of these two Victorian churches, which had both
come to the end of their useful lives, by this modern building is seen
as a prophetic sign that the Church still lives and that it has to adapt
to changing situations as we approach the 21st century.


