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The annual General Meeting ofCAPEL was held on 15 October 2005 in the
former chapel ofRuthin Gaol, which is today a pan of the Denbighshire
Record Office.

Following the business meeting, the members were treated to a lecture by
Mr Gwynn Matthews, originally from Llanrhaeadr near Denbigh, who
traced the history of Nonconformity in the Vale ofClwyd in the 18th and
19th centuries (see an abridgement of the talk on pp. 12-16)

Bontuchel Chapel (seep.14)
After lunch in the Castle Hotel we started our tour of the local chapels
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with a visit to Pendref Independent Chapel. Meetings of Independents are
said to have been held in Ruthin as early as 1672, but the cause at Pendref
was not formally established until 1802 and the first chapel was built in
1827 and the cost was £1,340. In 1875 the chapel was thoroughly
refurbished and provided with a fine and most unusual bowed facade at a
cost of £1,200. It had a further face-lift in 1927 and we were told that 'now
again in 2005 considerable work is needed'.

Pendref Chapel, Ruthin

We moved on to see the Welsh Presbyterian Tabernacl. This chapel is the
successor to Capel y Rhos / Rhos Street Mission, which in the early 19th
century was under the ministry of Thomas Jones of Denbigh (1756-1820)
and later was associated with the Gee family of publishers. The present
church, considered one of the two round churches in Wales, in the planning
of which a great part was played by Emrys ap Iwan (1851-1906), has a
semi-circular interior, dominated by the row of more than 70 organ pipes
along the whole length of the wall behind the pulpit.


