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Rhuthun Ruthin

CAPEL Visit to Ruthin

In a town recognized as having its fair share of architectural gems, members can
(amongst other things) visit a chapel whose worshippers were locked up after
each service, have lunch in one of its most commanding buildings overlooked by
'Seven Eyes', visit one of the only two remaining round chapels in Wales and
have tea in a chapel bearing a name resonant of national significance to
Methodists.
Include, in passing, an old courthouse built soon after Owain Ghnd r set fire to
the town, and some famous iron gates, almshouses and the site of a Catholic
martyrs execution and 1 hope you have the ingredients of a very interesting day

Pendref Independent Chapel, Well Street

Now the oldest chapel in the town, the present building was erected in 1827 and
assumed its present form with its elegant front bow in 1875. This is the period
which Anthony Jones describes as one when the chapel architects indulged
themselves on 'idiosyncratic conceits'. The new frontage was constructed from
large even blocks of stone 'ashlar', punctuated by 'two storeys of round-headed
windows and a Tuscan Porch'. The new front and other improvements cost
£1.400. double the original estimate.



Pendref Independent Chapel

According to T. Rees and J.Thomas. Eglwysi Annibynnol Cymnt, (1875). a
house was licensed in Ruthin (to a John Roberts) as a meeting-house for the
independents as early as 1672 but this cause seems to have died out. Preaching
by Independent preachers seems to have begun again in Ruthin at the very
beginning of the nineteenth century, led by D. Jones of Holywell and T. Jones of
Moclfrc. meeting anyivhere where they had a welcome - often in a room attached
to the Pnnce of Wales Inn (now vanished) in Upper Clwyd Street. The cause was
established formally in 1802 and in 1807 it called its first minister the Rev.
Benjamin Evans (later of Bagillt). who had been a student at Wrcxham. Previous
to the building of the first chapel on its present site in 1827 the congregation met
at Porthyd r (Watergate) which is the group of buildings opposite the river
Clwyd end of Ruthin Gaol. The cost of the building of the 1827 chapel for
£1.340. although on a good site in the middle of the town, crippled the cause with
debt for a number of vears. £440 was still owed twentv vears later.


