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"Where on earth is Llanidloes?" runs the 21st century slogan on the local T-
shirts, and this of a settlement which has probably been an important trading
place for almost a millennium. Trackways from east and west led here to an
important ford across the River Severn and the motte and bailey castle
predates the town of Edward I's time by some hundred vears. The new town
on its grid-iron plan prospered from the 13th century and grew in importance
to become the centre of the wool trade. and increasing wealth allowed the
rebuilding of the parish church, founded by St. Idloes in the 7th century. Its
extraordinary hammer-beam roof is the last of its kind to be built in this
country, and its fine 13th century nave arcade was brought here from Abbey
Cwm Hir in 1546 after the dissolution of the monastery. Prosperity increased
again in the 18th and 19th centuries with the flannel trade and with the
development of the Van and Bryn Tail lead mines on the outskirts of the
town. The enlarged population created a centre of cultural and religious
activity recognised throughout Wales,

Nonconformity came in the 17th century and some of its earliest buildings
still stand, although no longer used for religious purposes. Crowlwm, a
farmhouse from the 1770s near the Clywedog dam is said to be one of the
first Sunday Schools in Wales, but is probably a Circulating School of the
Gniffith Jones type. Capel Bethel (CM 1821), where Humphrey Gwalchmai
and the Mills family worshipped, was once a centre of congregational singing
and is now an ironmonger's shop. The English WM Church (1862) in
Eastgate Street closed in 1915 and became a school known as the Crow's
Nest. It now awaits conversion to a dwelling.



