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Blaenavon

Before the development of the ironworks in 1788-89 the area of the future
town of Blaenavon enjoyed a predominantly rural economy. With the growth
of the ironworks however came a large workforce, about 350 by 1798
according to Archdeacon Coxe. The earliest chapel in the area was Capcl y
Graig or Rock Chapel, established by the Cah inistic Methodists in 1798 in
Llanvvenarth parish near the Iron Company's office, between its Brickyard and
the site of its future Chapel Row. However, because the building was too near
the expanding colliery waste, the congregation moved to Penucl. a new chapel
in King Street, which was built in 1815 but was closed in January 1968.

Park Street Methodist Church
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John Wesley visited Pontypool in ] 739. Blaenavon's first Wesleyan meeting
place was in converted malt-house but the first purpose-built Wesleyan
Methodist church here dates from 1837. Like Capel y Graig it was built to the
west of the ironworks, in the middle of a new row of workers' housing.
Today's Park Street Methodist Church was built in 1885-6 to the design of
John Wills of Derby, who includes Blaenavon in the list of 270 "Non-
conformist churches and schools erected to his designs, a list which appears
inhis Hints to trustees of church property. At Blaenavon. the site had been
leased to the Wcsleyans by the iron company in the 1860s. as part of their
development of the Warn Field1. The school was built in 1871 and the chapel
followed later. The buildings have been described by John Newman as 'of
grey-green Pennant stone, a bold if coarse Romanesque-cum-Gothic facade
with a central rose over triple lancet and to the right a rectangular tower'.

Horeh Baptist Church (Workmen'sHall in background)

The area around Blaenavon has always been strongly Baptist. In 1790 Baptist
ministers from Penygarn and Llanwenarth were teaching in the homes of
William and Francis James, but there was no chapel until 1823. when the first


