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Before the development of the ironworks in 1788-89 the arca of the future
town of Blaecnavon enjoyed a predominantly rural economy. With the growth
of the ironworks however came a large workforce. about 350 by 1798
according to Archdcacon Coxe. The carliest chapel in the arca was Capel y
Graig or Rock Chapel, established by the Calvinistic Methodists in 1798 in
Llanwenarth parish near the Iron Company's office. between its Brickvard and
the site of its futurc Chapel Row. However. because the building was too near
the expanding colliery waste. the congregation moved to Penuel. a new chapel
in King Strect. which was built in 1815 but was closed in January 1968,
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