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Y Babell, Cilgerran



Y Babell, Cilgerran, initially known as Tabernacle
Calvinistic Methodist chapel, traces its origins to the labours of
Howel Harris and Howel Davies, having a separate identity from
about 1770. with the first building dating from 1795.It had no
settled ministry until about 1875, the leading features of its
church life being itinerant preaching, seiat or fellowship meetings,
Sunday school and government by elders. The building was re-
erected in 1822 and The Religious Census of 1851 records
substantial numbers attending three Sunday services. Several
notable preachers have been associated with the cause. Now
without a pastor, the church is in the Welsh Presbytery of North
Pembrokeshire.

Cilfowyr The church at Cilfowyr had its origin in the visit made
by Lettice Morgan of Cilfowyr with Margaret Nicholas to
Rhydwilym on 12 July 1668. She and her husband Edward
Morgan and his recently baptised son Philip are named as
members of the church at Rhydwilym in 1689. A congregation was
established in 1704 at Cilcam in the parish of Eglwys-wen-yng-
Nghemais and it appears that it was agreed to hold meetings in the
Morgans' house at Cilfowyr. In 1716 James Morgan leased a
portion of his land for a meeting-house in which only Baptists
might preach 'for as long as water should flow' . The church
flourished and grew, establishing branches at Newport
(Trefdraeth), Blaen-waun, Pen-y-parc, Blaen-ffos and
Fronddeiniol (over the county border in Cardiganshire).By 1783
there were 387 members and in 1795 the chapel had to be
enlarged. A vestry was built in 1896-97.


