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landudno, Queen of the Welsh resorts, is renowned for the

Great Orme, ancient copper mines, the Victorian tramway

and pier, the fine promenade and many other things, but how

often is it mentioned as the home of some of the finest
chapels in the country, three of which — Ebeneser (Emmanuel), Seilo
and Tabernacl — are listed by Anthony Jones as deserving to be ‘saved
at all costs’? Taking its name from the tiny church of St. Tudno on the
Great Orme, the Victorian town of Llandudno is built mainly on the
Mostyn estate lands, of which the chapels were leaseholders. This fact
has had an important impact on the history of the chapels as leases
expired and came up for renewal. As the resort mushroomed and the
population increased rapidly in the nineteenth century, chapels were
built to accommodate the large congregations. In addition, the influx
of summer visitors swelled the congregations and even today it is not
uncommon to find 500 worshippers in some of the town centre
Sunday morning services in summer.



ST. JOHN'S (ENGLISH METHODIST: 1866)

The Wesleyan
Methodist cause be-
gan in 1859 follow-
ing earlier efforts by
a Captain Vivian
from Cornwall. A
temporary chapel
was built in Lloyd
St. in 1861 and the
present building was
constructed in 1866
at a cost of £4102.
There were 33
members at the time
and they were aided
by a grant from the
‘Watering  Places
Fund’ which was established to help build churches in new holiday
resorts. An adjoining manse cost £1187.

The church is a Grade 2 listed building in a conservation area and the
lease was bought out in 1981. A plan to demolish and build a smaller
church was rejected because of its status and it has been extensively
renovated. New pews were fitted in 1966 (the centenary year) and
subsequently the church was re-roofed, some land was disposed of for
redevelopment and the organ was renovated and moved. The window
behind the altar had been bricked up and this was re-opened and fitted
with stained glass, along with the two windows in the transepts —
particularly noteworthy is the Wesley window in the west. The glass
was produced by the Halkyn stained glass studios. The hammer-beam
roof is original, Having overcome the threat of demolition, this church
benefits from its prime location.




ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (1891 : T.G. WILLIAMS)

The first church on this
site was a corrugated iron
building (1880) originated
by an Anglican minister
who had retired to Llan-
dudno with ill health and
joined the Welsh Presbyte-
rian chapel across the road
at Seilo. He was urged to
open an English Presbyte-
rian Church for the En-
glish visitors and began
meetings in the Masonic
Hall in Mostyn Street be-
fore transferring to the site
here in May 1880, with
financial help from Seilo.
As numbers grew and the iron church became too crowded and stuffy
the present schoolroom was built alongside and used for worship while
the iron hut was demolished and the church constructed. Two church
elders were so impressed by an Italian church they had seen on holiday
that they paid for the architect to go out to Italy and copy the design.
The resultant building, designed by T.G. Williams of Liverpool, was
opened in 1891 at a cost of £5819 including furnishings. It is unfortu-
nate that the name of the Italian original has been forgotten, but it is
certainly unusual if this builing is an exact copy. Built of sandstone
from Wyddfydd quarry with dressings of Cefn stone, the church is a
remarkable structure, which is more obvious inside than out. The 58’
by 55’ space beneath the massive conical-shaped roof, which is spanned
by interior beams in cartwheel formation, is uninterrupted by any
supporting pillars. It was re-roofed in 1992 at a cost of £90,000.
Noteworthy inside the church is the extraordinarily large pulpit, the
‘circular pewing fixed in an acoustic curve’, the old (not original) organ
and the strongly raked floor. A fine gas candelabra (Scott-Thorp




corona light) was removed 15 years ago. Behind the pulpit are three
enigmatic carved panels bearing the inscription ‘Carved by Emma
Ridge, January 1891’ — who was Emma Ridge ?

The schoolroom with its inconveniently raked floor from its chapel
days, maintains magnificent wooden roller shutters which can be
opened to connect it to the church for overflow space. The vestry
contains interesting items including a picture from the first English
Presbyterian conference in Llandudno in 1900. The architect’s plans
for the church are available for viewing.

Outside, on Gloddaeth Avenue, the stone is badly worn by the sand
which sweeps along the road in winter storms. This remarkable
building remains unlisted.

TABERNACL (WELSH BAPTIST, 1875 : G.A. HUMPHRIES)

The Baptist cause
was established in
Llandudno in 1813
although there are
meetings recorded
here as early as
1776. The Welsh
Baptists were the
first noncon-
formists to build a
chapel in Llan-
dudno in 1813 and
by 1835 numbers had increased so much that a new chapel was built
on this site. The present Tabernacl was opened in 1875 and was
altered and extended in 1902 by G.A. Humpbhries to incorporate the
schoolroom, the ionic pillared portico and new main entrance. This
splendid classical sandstone chapel dominates its corner site and claims
several firsts for the town — the first registered to solemnise marriages,
first resident minister and first Sunday school. The interior is unusual
in having galleries that continue into two “transepts” above domestic
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