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THE CHAPELS OF RHOSLLANERCHRUGOG

Describing Rhosllanerchrugog, Edward Hubbard in his Buildings ofClwyd notes its 'great
concentration of chapels'. In the 1905 Royal Commission report on places of worship there
were twenty-one: Welsh Wesleyan: English and Welsh Calvinistic Methodist; Primitive
Methodist; English and Welsh Congregationalist; and English, Welsh, and Scots Baptist. The
population according to the 1901 census was 9,414.

Rhos is a large industrial settlement in the ancient parish of Ruabon which grew to supply
labour to local coal mines and quarries and later brickworks. The report of the Education
Commissioners of 1847 describes terrible living conditions: 'I have never beheld anything to
equal some of the cottages at Rhos at regards confinement, filth and unfitness for human
abode'. However, at visits to Sunday Schools they reported them full of'persons of all ages
respectably dressed and well conducted'.

It has been said that the essence of Rhos is to be found not in the place but in its people. Rhos
is proud of its distinctive dialect, its tradition of coining nicknames, its working-class
institutions such as its 'Sti wt', and the emphasis it places on education, which means that no
school seems complete without a teacher from Rhos on the staff. The strength of nonconformity
in the village is an important factor in the distincti veness of Rhos. Methodists founded a cause
there in 1765, nonconformity prospered throughout the nineteenth-century, and Rhos was a
major centre in the religious revival of 1904-5. A famous line of cynghanedd goes 'Beibl a rhaw
i bobl y Rhos' [For Rhos people: a Bible and a shovel].

We shall be visiting five chapels.

Bethlehem, Welsh Independent Chapel, Hall Street (Capel Bychan)
Students from the Independents' academy in Wrexham began preaching in Rhos in 1810 and
although there was only a very small congregation were able to lease a house as a meeting
place. Their first chapel was built in 1812 on the present site from stone 'of every size and type'
with a stone floor and measuring 13 x 10 yards. An increase in members necessitated the
addition soon afterwards of a small gallery. The name Capel Bychan dates from this period.
By 1836 there were approximately 140 members and a new chapel was built. This was opened
in June 1839 at a cost of £950. This was a far larger building of 54 x 45 yards and had a gallery
all round. In about 1862 a further extension was needed and an organ installed.

In 1889 it was further reorganised, the front re-modelled, and 200 additional seating places
created at a cost of £1,500. It re-opened in September 1890. In 1891 there were more that 1,000
in the congregation with over 350 members and over 600 attending Sunday School.

In 1902 the red brick schoolroom at the rear was built, the chapel having purchased and
demolished two houses for access (LI. Davies, contractors, cost: £3,000). The main room could
accommodate 500 with a stage, upper meeting room and three classrooms. In 1926 the chapel
was re-roofed and an extensive interior refurbishment undertaken in 1928 when old box pews
were replaced by the present ones.

Dr Caradog Roberts was organist here from 1904 until his death in 1935.

Penuel, Welsh Baptist Chapel, Market Street
In 1856, the Baptists, who have long recorded history in Rhos and were associated with other
buildings before building a chapel of their own, purchased a plot of land seventy-four yards


