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INTRODUCTION

The clay's activities take us into three parishes: Meidrim, Tre-lech and Betws, and
Cynwyl El fed.

For people interested in the religious history of Wales, Meidrim is associated with the
name of Stephen Hughes (1622-88), who held the living during part of the Common wealth
period and who subsequently became the guiding genius of Dissent in Carmarthenshire.
However, the conventicle which represented his influence in the area met not in Meidrim
but in the remote upper reaches of Tre-lech and Betws.

In Meidrim itself we will hear of religious influences in the eighteenth century, when the
Castell Gorfod family patronised Wesleyan and Calvinistic Methodism.



BETHEL CM. CHAPEL, MEIDRIM

This chapel was opened on 12-13 April 1904 but the history of Methodism in the locality
is very much older. The architect of the present building was Mr A.L. Jones of
Carmarthen and it was built by local contractors Messrs Evans, Thomas and Lewis of
Meidrim, at a cost of over £2,000. The materials and fittings are more lavish than in the
average country chapel, suggesting a measure of prosperity among the members. The
main impetus for building is said to have come from the Lloyd Family of Pentowin.

Methodist meetings were held in the area
from about 1760 but the tempo increased
with the settlement at Castell Gorfod
(Llangynin) in 1789 of James Bowen,
Llwyngwair, this property being part of
the inheritance of his mother Easter.
James Bowen, under the influence of a
powerful religious conversion, was in close
contact with the Wesleyan and Cal vinistic
Welsh Methodi sts and gave much practical
help to the local adherents. A building at
Castell Gorfod was adapted for meetings,
while another building in Meidrim village
was made available. The first chapel (1837)
was built on James Bowen's farm of Clos,
the site being a stone's throw from the
present chapel.

AINON, GELLI-WEN

On the way to Tre-lech, we will pause
briefly at the Gelli-wen Baptist chapel to
see the place of Baptism.

This Baptist cause is a daughter of Salem,
Meidrim. It was founded in 1828 but did not receive complete autonomy until 1847. Like
many country chapels it was built with a double purpose, to serve the distant members
of the mother church and to extend its influence. It was located on land owned by the
Richards family of Pantrhedyn, prominent members of Salem. Just inside Tre-lech and
Betws, it is the only Baptist chapel in the parish. It was re-built in 1880 and a vestry was
added in 1924-5.

CAPEL-Y-GRAIG INDEPENDENT CHAPEL, TRE-LECH

AtTre-lech there will be brief comment on the building ofCapel-y-Graig and the history
of the church.

The first meeting house on the site was built in 1 703. It is reputed to have been a white-
washed, thatched building. The chapel was re-built between 1750 and J 765 and enlarged
according to need later. The last extensive changes were carried out in 1827 and seem


