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INTRODUCTION

The day’s activities take us into three parishes: Meidrim, Tre-lech and Betws, and
Cynwyl Elfed.

For people interested in the religious history of Wales, Meidrim is associated with the
name of Stephen Hughes (1622-88), who held the living during part of the Commonwealth
period and who subsequently became the guiding genius of Dissent in Carmarthenshire.
However, the conventicle which represented his influence in the area met not in Meidrim
but in the remote upper reaches of Tre-lech and Betws.

In Meidrim itsell we will hear of religious influences in the eighteenth century, when the
Castell Gorfod family patronised Wesleyan and Calvinistic Methodism.






